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NEBRASKA SYNOD DIRECTORY 


PRESIDENT: (1953-1958) Rev. T. J. C. Schuldt, D. D. 549 West 9th St., 
Fremont, Nebraska (Phone 729) 


SECRETARY: (1954-1955) Rev. A. W. Young, D. D., 4729 Randolph St., 
Lincoln, Nebraska (Phone 44886) 


TREASURER: (1954-1955) Mr. F. E. Wood, LL. D,, 
_ Fremont, Nebraska. 


Standing Committees 


. J. C. Schuldt, D. D., President of Synod. 
W. Young, D. D. Secretary of Synod. 

LF. E. Wood, D. Treasurer of Synod. | } 
Rev. W. H. Traub, D. D., LL. D. (1953-1955) 2606 Farnam St., Omaha, 


Rev. A. H. Pinkall, D. D. (1952-1954) Twenty Fourth and | Sts., Omaha, + 


Nebraska 
Mr. H. G. Wellensiek (1952-1954) Grand Island, Nebraska. 
Mr. Carl Olson (1953-1955) 743 E. Military, Fremont, Nebraska. 


Home Missions Committee 


Rev. T. J. C. Schuldt, D. D., President of Synod. 


Rev. A. W. Young, Secretary of Synod. 
Rev. L. H. Lesher, D. D. (1952-1954) 2225 Washington St., Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 


Rev. P. W._H. Frederick, D. D. (1953-1956) 1653 N. Colson Ave., Fre- 
mont, Nebraska. 


Rev. H. C. Monnich (1950-1954) 1129 Tenth St., didinen Nebraska. 
Mr. Paul Palmquist (1952-1954) 4302 Decatur, Omaha, Nebraska. 
Mr. W. W. Kuehning (1953-1955) 1212 19th St., Auburn, Nebraska. 


Executive Committee 
; 
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Frederick P. W. H., D. D. 1900 
1643 North Colson 
Fremont, Nebraska 


Gaston, Robert E. 
Eighth and Grant St. 
York, Nebraska 


Goede, Henry J. 
1317 So. 26th St. 
Omaha, Nebraska 


1938 


1930 


1931 Retired 


1949 York, First 


McCool Junction Chas. A. Kaliff 
First N 

19388 Omaha | 
Grace 


4 _EIGHTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Roll Of Svnod 
Ministers Or- Entered Parish and Lay A 
dained Synod Congregation Delegate 
Alexander, Clarence M. 1936 1951 Emerson, Nebr. Emil Ahrens | 
Emerson, Nebraska 3 St. Luke’s Emerson, Nebr. 
Boldt, Fredrick D.. D. D. 1928 1951 Fremont, Nebr. Cari Olson 
433 East Military Salem 743 E. Military 
Fremont, Nebraska Fremont, Nebr. 
Clark, Harvey 1935 1947 Grand Island R. ©. Lykke 
2nd and Cedar | St. Paul, English Grand Island, Nebr. 
Grand Island, Nebraska 
Cordts, H. C. 1926 1925 Wilbur 
Wilber, Nebraska First 
Cress, F. L. 1928 1936 Walton-Trinity 
Walton, Nebraska Eagle - Grace 
Dieckman, Paul W. President 
STM., D. D. 1932 1952 Midland College 
Midland College 
Fremont, Nebraska 
Dumler, Henry 1926 1925 Davenport _ Ray Berkey 
Davenport, Nebraska Christ Davenport, Nebr. 
Daubenspeck, W. N. 1929 1929 U. S. Army 
Hg. MRTC Chaplain 
Camp Pickett, Virginia 
Empson, Carl 1924 1954 Dakota City 
Salem 
Eklund, Milton A. 1954 1954 Oshkosh - Fred Schwartz 
Gshkosh, Nebraska | St. Mark’s | 
Lewellen-Grace 
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Gieschen, G. 1922 1954Central Seminary 
1320 No. Monroe, Profcssor 
Fremont, Nebraska 
Gigstad, Karl 1941 1940 Columbus Harm Kruse 
2222 16th St. United Columbus, Nebr. 
Columbus, Nebraska 
Gomann, Emil A., STD. 1951 Gurley Harold Ludeman 
Gurley, Nebraska Grace Gurley, Nebr. 
| Hamilton, Robert 1954 1954 
, Hansen, Elvin S. 1944 1954Hardy, Nebr. Edward J. Nelson 
| Hardy, Nebraska St. Paul’s Hardy, Nebr. 
Hartwig, G. H. 1901 1941 Rt. Prof. Em. 
2125 A St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Haut, Robert J. 1952 1952 Omaha Fred Pederson 
2547 No. 62 St. First English 6029 Manderson 
Omaha, Nebr. Omaha, Nebr. 
Henning, Wilfred H. 1945 1950 Spencer Clement Olson 
. Spencer, Nebr. United Spencer, Nebr. 
Heidenreich, W. C. 1906 1928 Supply Pastor John Faber 
Hampton Nebr. Em., Hampton Hampton, Nebr. 
Hieronymus, W. P. 1921 1946 Prof. 
PH, D.. 3 Wagner College 
Wagner College 
Staten Island, N. Y. 
Holz, Guillermo G. A. 1931 1931 
Kilometro 5 Mission Field 
Eldorado Missiones 
Argentina, South America ea 
Huf, Gustav K. 1924 1951 Omaha Stephen S. Orr 
542 So. 58 St.  §$t. Matthew 5826 Oak 
Omaha, Nebr. | : Omaha, Nebr. 
Jacobs, Vernon. 1950 1950 Alliance John Langmacher 
520 W. 12th St. St. John’s Alliance, Nebr. 
Janson, Paul E. 1952 1952Tekamah Emil Ahrens 
Tekamah, Nebraska Emmanuel Tekamah, Nebr. 
Jensen, Claudius E. 1931 1952 Omaha Glen W. Gates 
7103 Minne Lusa Ave. Redeemer 6346 No. 33 Ave. 
Omaha, Nebr. Omaha, Nebr. 
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Sidney Nebr. 


Ministers Or- Entered Parish and > Lay 
@ dained Synod Congregation Delegate 
Jensen, Samuel W. 1941 1950South Sioux City David R. Warner 
221 E. 2ist., First So. Sioux City, 
South. Sioux City, Nebraska Nebr. 
Jesifers, H. 1914 1952Latvian Ev. Aleksandrs 
2144 Washington, Lincoln — Silenieks 
Lincoln, Nebraska | 4140 A St., 
Lincoln, Nebr. 
Juliffs, Frederick J. 1954 1954Rising City Joseph Sloup 
Rising City, Nebraska First Rising City, Nebr. 
Kahse, W. T., D. D. 1905 1912 Retired 
Box 103 Pastor Emeritus 
Sidney Nebr. Trinity - Sidney 
Kemper, Carl 1927 1951 Retired 
Fremont, Nebr. 
Klink, W. A., D. D. 1917 1917 Retired 
Rising City, Nebr. 
_Kecher, Robert 1954 1954 
Koch Dennis K. 1952 1962 Missionary | 
22 Sekiden | Japan | 
Tanaka, Sakyo 
Ku Kyota, Japan 
Krebs, George P. 1984 1939 West Point W. H. Hasebroock 
West Point, Nebr. Grace \ West Point, Nebr, 
Lesher, Robert L. — 1952 1952 Bellevue Chester L. Blaser 
2492 Franklin St. Immanuel Bellevue, Nebr. 
Bellevue Nebr. 
Lesher, L. H., D. D. 1921 1938 Lincoln Dr. W. F. Weiland 
2225 Washington Grace 2009 So. 24th 
Lincoln, Nebr. Lincoln Nebr. 
Messer, J. E. STM. 1932 1943 Falls City Albert J. Grubes 
320 W. 20th St. St. Paul’s 1610 Abbott St. 
Falls City, Nebr. Falls City, Nebr. 
Miller, J. C. 1915 1928 Retired 
Verdon, Nebr.. 
Monnich, Henry T. 1938 1948 Sidney Marius Christensen ‘ 
1129 Tenth Ave. Trinity 723 King St., ; 


Sidney, Nebraska 
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Board of Foreign Missions 
231 Madison Ave., New York 


Schuldt, Theodore J. C. 1936 1936 President of 


D. D. 
549 W. 9th St... 
Fremont Nebr. 


Simon, M. Blaine 
Allen Nebr. 


1937 


Ministers Or- Entered Parish and Lay 

dained Synod Congregation Delegate 

Mortensen, E. C. 1920 1920 Broadwater, Nebr. Willie Nelson 
Broadwater, Nebraska Messiah 

Mortensen, Loyal 1953 1953 Valley, Nebr. 

Valley, Nebr. | St. Mark’s 

Mumm, Harry J. 1944 1943 Perkeley, Calif. 
STM., PHD. | 
2770 Marin Ave. Prof, | 
Berkeley Calif. Pacific Sem... 

Nielsen, Leo R. 1929 1951 Nebraska City 
406 So. 9th St. First 
Nebraska City, Nebr. 

Pfeiffer, R. R. 1929 1943 Scribner John Lamberty 
Scribner, Nebr. United Scribner, Nebr. 
Snyder, Em. 

Pinkall, A. H. D. D. 1980 1980 Omaha Ted Schroeder 
24 and I Sts. ‘ St. Luke’s 4133 S. 24th 
Omaha Nebr. | 

Rangeler, Ralph L. 1919 1940 Beatrice J. W. Polleck 
P. O. Box 126 Trinity - United Beatrice, Nebr. 
Beatrice, Nebr. 

Rohlfing, Ed. F. 1935 1950 Homer, St. Paul Thorvald Anderson 
Homer, Nebr. Hubbard, TrinityHomer, Nebr. 

Rupley, J. B. Jr. 1942 1951 North Platte Robert Ramig 
311 W. 5th St. First Rt. 4, North Platte, 
North Platte Nebr. | Nebr. 

Rupley, J. B., D. D. 1916 1941 Dalton Gus Krogel 
Dalton, Nebr. Trinity Dalton, Nebr. 

Rupley, Kendig 1947 1946 Omaha J. Adam Reinemund 
5211 Seward St. Luther Memorial 2207 No. 56 St., 
Omaha 11, Nebr. 3 Omaha, Nebr. 

Saas W. H. 1925 1952 Benedict Evan Miller 
Benedict, Nebr. Zion Benedict Nebr. 

~Schmitz, Conrad J. 1954 1954 Missionary 


Synod 


1948 Allen 
First 
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Ministers Or- Entered Parish and Lay : 
Slice, John N. STM. 1987 1951 Auburn Walter W. 4 
2019 N. St. | St. Paul’s Kuenning : 
Auburn Nebr. Auburn, Nebr. 
Swingle, Jacob 1989 1949 Omaha | 
2602 Farnam St. Kountze Memorial 
Omaha Nebr. ‘ 
Switzer, E. W. 1944 194% Wolbach, Nebr. Ted McIntyre : 
Wolbach, Nebraska Trinity Wolbach, Nebr. : 
1931 Omaha Paul Palmquist “ 


Traub, W. H., D.D., LL.D. 1913 
2602 Farnam St. 


Kountze Memorial4302 Decatur St. 


St. Mark’s 


Omaha Nebr. Omaha, Nebr. 
Volker, Wilbur G. 1952 1952 Wayne, Nebr. John Heinemman 
419 Pearl St. St. Paul’s Wakefield, Nebr. 
Wayne, Nebraska 
sWeitzenkamp, L. C. 1932 1953 St. John’s Clinton Henry 
Leigh, Nebraska Leigh, Nebr. Leigh, Nebr. 
Wiegman, Paul C. 1940 1940 Ponca, Nebr. Will H. Wendte 
Ponca, Nebraska Salem | Ponca, Nebr. 
Wood, E. G., D. D. 1929 1929 India 
Guntur Dist. Andrha, Missionary 
India 
Young, Alfred W., D. D. 1926 1944 Lincoln : 
4720 Randolph Tabitha Home | 
Lincoln, Nebr. Sup’t. | 
PARISHES NOT LISTED ABOVE 
Supplied from Dakota City, 
Central Seminary [mmanuel 3 
_ Supplied from Hooper, Nebr. John A. Shaffer 
Central Seminary Grace Hooper, Nebr. 
Supplied from Paxton, Nebr. Lawrence Holm 
Central Seminary Trinity Paxton, Nebr. 
Supplied from Potter, Nebr. Leslie Wills 
Central Seminary First Potter, Nebr. | 
Supplied from Stamford, Nebr. John Rosenbrock 
Central Seminary Trinity Stamford, Nebr. 
Supplied from Stella, Nebr. Ed. A. Hunker , 
Central Seminary Trinity Stella, Nebr. : 
Supplied from Sutherland, Nebr. Richard G. Aden 
_ Central Seminary Grace Sutherland, Nebr. 
Supplied from Vacoma 
Central Seminary St. John’s 
Supplied from Verdon Mr. Wm. Kentopp 
Central Seminary | Falls City, Nebr. 
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MINUTES 


OF THE 


Eighty-Second Annual Convention 
| HELD IN 
FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA 
_ THE REVEREND JOHN B RUPLEY JR., PASTOR 


May 10, 11 12, 1954 


Monday Afternoon 2:30 P. M. May 10, 1954 


The opening service was held Monday, May 10, 1954 at 2:30 P. M. 
in First Evangelical Lutheran Church, North Platte, Nebraska, the 
Rev. John B. Rupley, Jr., pastor. 

The Confessional and Holy Communion Services were conducted 
by pastors John B. Rupley Jr. and Alfred W. Young. President Theo- 
dore J. C. Schuldt preached the sermon, using as his text John 16:1-7. 

The convention was called to order by President ocean and 
opened with the “Order for the Opening of Syn 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United Lutheran Church 
in America was introduced and extended the privilege of the floor. 


The session was adjourned, the lay delegates convening under 
the leadership of Mr. Carl Olson and the pastors convening as a 


Ministerium. 
Meeting of the Ministerium 


The meeting of the Ministerium was opened | hs aaa by 
Pastor Harvey Clark. sil 


The report of the Examining Committee was presented by 
Pastor Henry T. Monnich. 


REPORT OF EXAMINING COMMITTEE 


The following have presented letters of transfer: Rev. Louis 
Weitzenkamp from the Iowa Synod to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Leigh, Nebraska, Rev. Elvin Hansen from Pacific Synod to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Hardy, Nebraska, Rev. G. Gieschen from Wartburg 
Synod to Professor at Central Theological Seminary. 


Whereas these brethren have presented letters of transfer and 
have received and accepted calls to fields of service within the 
Nebraska Synod, your committee recommends that these brethren 
be received into the Nebraska Synod. 


| 
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The following candidates for ordination appeared before the 
committee and satisfactorily passed examinations: Frederick Juilff, 
who has received and accepted a call to First Lutheran, Rising City, 


Nebraska; and Robert Hamilton who has received and accepted a 


call from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Glasco, Kansas; and Robert 
Kocher who has received and accepted a call from St. John’s Luth- 
eran Church, Lancaster, Kansas; Milton Eklund who has received 
and accepted a call from St. Mark’s Church at Oshkosh and Grace 
Church at Lewellen, and Conrad J. Schmitz having received a call 
from the Board of Foreign Missions. 


The committee recommends that these candidates be ordained. 
A. H. PINKALL, Chairman 


’ The Recommendations of the Examining Committee were adopted. 


Monday Night 7:30 P.M. May 10, 1954 
Devotions were conducted by the Chaplain M. Blaine Simon. 


President Schuldt introduced Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, who then 
spoke to the congregation composed of delegates to the convention 
and representative from congregations in the North Platte Area. 


Tuesday Morming 0345 A.M. May 11, 1954 
~~ Devotions were conducted by the Chaplain M. Blaine Simon. 


The secretary read the minutes of Monday’s sessions. He report- 
ed that forty-seven pastors and forty-three lay delegates were pre- 
sent. The minutes were approved as read. 


The Committee on Reference and Council presented its report. 
The report was adopted. 


- The minutes of the Meeting of the Ministerium were read. ‘The 
recommendations as approved by the Ministerium were adopted. 


Pastors G. Gieschen, Elvin Hansen, Louis Weitzenkamp were 
formally received into synod by President T. J. C. Schuldt. 


Pastor John B. Rupley Jr., welcomed the Convention of the Ne- 
braska Synod to North Platte. Greetings were also brought to the 
convention by the manager of the North Platte Commerical Club. 


Dr. Martin Schroeder, president-elect of the Midwest Synod was 
introduced and brought fraternal greetings to the convention. 


Mrs. M. B. Simon, president of the Women’s Missionary Society 
of Nebraska, brought greetings to the convention. , 


Mr. H. A. Zethren, president of the Synodical Brotherhood 
brought greetings to Synod. | 


He also paid tribute to the work of President Theodore J. C. 
Schuldt for leadership given in the Nebraska synod and in the build- 
ing program of Central Theological Seminory. To give expression 
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appreciation for Dr. Schuldt’s leadership the Nebraska Synod Brother- 
hood and Congregations presented to Central Seminary $1,000.00 to be 
applied to the debt retirement fund of St. Timothy Chapel. A scroll 
was presented to Dr. Schuldt indicating the gift that was given. 


President Schuldt expressed gratitude to the Brotherhood and 
congregations for this generous gift in his honor. 


Pastor Martin Schroeder 


Pastor J. E. Messer presented the report of the Committee on 
Congregations and Parishes. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONGREGATIONS AND PARISHES 


This committee met at Fremont on March 19, 1954. The 
president of Synod attended this meeting and informed the com- 
mittee of two congregations desiring to become members of the Ne- 
braska Synod. They are St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Valley, and the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lincoln. 


2. That each congregation study the advantages of incorporation. 


and become incorporated. (In such a study, reference may 
be made to the book entitled “Parish Practice” by Paul J. 
Hoh. A copy of the Articles of incorporation in use by some 
of the congregations in the Synod may be obtained from the 
Committee.) 


3. That when a congregation contemplates changes in its con- 
stitution that it make such changes in conformity with the 
“Model Constitution” for congregations. 


4. That when a congregation contemplates an extensive revi- 
sion of its constiution that it consider the adoption of the 
“Model Constitution” for congregations. 


Respectfully submitted, 
H. J. SWINGLE, chairman 


J. E. MESSER 
J. B. RUPLEY, JR. 


Recommendation No. 1 was adopted. 

Pastor Loyal Mortensen of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church of Valley 
and Pastor H. J. Jessifer and delegate Mr. Aleksanders Silenieks of 
the Latvian Lutheran Church of Lincoln were introduced and Presi- 
dent Schuldt received the congregations into Synod. 

Recommendations No. 2, 3, and 4 were adopted. 

President T. J. C. Schuldt presented his report. 


gations. 

| 
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Brethren in Christ: 
inet we recall the 
events and factors which have made the past — year one in 


which we have been richly blessed. 


Increased activity by and in behalf of the children and youth | 
of the Church certainly gives cause for rejoicing as we anticipate 
the growing strength of the Church. More attention is being given 
to the Christian instruction of the young. In more and more con- 
gregations special effort is being miade to help the children under- 
stand the work of the Church and to participate in Christian ac-_ 
tivity. Congregations, generally, are attempting to provide facilities 
which make possible a more intensive and thorough program of 
Christian training and activity in the parish. The past year has 
brought an unusually fine response from our youth in the program 
of the Midland Assembly, Synodical Youth Camp and in the activity 
of the synodical Luther League including the District visieeg or- 


ganizations. 


It is equally gratifying to note the increasingly ttective ac- 
tivity of the other auxiliaries, the synodical Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety and the Brotherhood. Leaders of these groups have been most 
cooperative both in carrying on the regular programs of activity and 
in directing their groups to give special help where such help is need- 
ed. Our auxiliaries are effectively maintaining a vision of pur- 
pose which merits the support of our men, women and youth. 


The above paragraphs have opened the way for a few general q 
observations concerning the life and work of the Church as repre- : 
sented in our Nebraska Synod. As one who has been privileged tv 

be in rather close touch with both pastors and congregations I am 

constrained to express great joy at the increasing sense of Christian : 
loyalty and responsibility being manifested by the people in our j 
congregations. The faithful work of our pastors is bearing fruit. | 
Certainly the Holy Spirit is at work through Word and Sacraments 

in building and strengthening His Church. It is God who gives the 

increase and by Whom our efforts have been prospered. 


As we rejoice and give thanks for the manner in which God 

has blessed our effort together we are at the same time humbled in 5 
knowing that many things which ought to have been done were not 5 
done and tasks set before us during the year were not fully accom- a 
plished. May God continue to guide and bless us and help us to do é 
ee and effectively the work which He has commis- ¥" 
oned to us. 


_ ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCES 


St. Paul’s, Hardy. Eighty-first Anniversary of congregation observ- , : 
ed July 26, 1953. -_ 
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St. Mark’s Verdon, Seventieth Anniversary of congregation observed 
September 13, 1953. 


First, York. Fiftieth Anniversary of congregation observed Septem- 
ber 20, 1953. 


First, Potter. Sixtieth Knaivecuery of congregation observed Sep- 
tember 27, 1953. 


Kountze Memorial, Omaha. Ninety-fifth dieisieieeadie of congrega- 
tion observed in connection with Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 
December 8, 1953. 


Grace, Omaha. Sixty-fifth Anniversary of congregation observed 
April 25, 1954. 


CHURCH DEDICATION 


_ United, Scribner. New church dedicated June 14, 1953. 


SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


Salem, Fremont. Twenty-fifth Anniversary of ordination of Pastor 
Fredrick D. Boldt, D.D., observed June 7, 1953. 


Redeemer, Omaha. Sister Rosanna Carr consecrated to Diaconate 
of the United Lutheran Church in America on September 13, 
1953. 


United, Spencer. New pews dedicated October 18, 1953. 
St. Mark’s, Valley. Congregation organized December 13, 1953. 


Latvian, Lincoln. Congregation organized February 14, 1954, as 
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


United, Columbus. New organ dedicated. March 14, 1954. 


INSTALLATIONS 


Rev. Paul Wiegman. Salem, Ponca, September 6, 1953. Call effective 
September 1, 1953. 


St. John’s, Leigh, October 11, 1988. Call 


effective October 1, 1953. 

Rev. Wilber Volker. St. Paul’s, Wayne, December 20, 1953. call 
effective December 1, 1953. 

Rev. E. C. Mortensen, Messiah. Broadwater, January 10, 1954. Call 
effective December 1, 1953. 

Rev. Elvin Hansen, St. Paul’s, Hardy, March 7, 1954. Call effective 
March 1, 1954. 


| Rev. Paul Janson. Emmanuel, Tekamah, March 14, 1954. Call ef- 


fective March 1, 1954. 


Rev. Ernest Switzer, Trinity, Wolbach, March 21, 1954. Call effec. 


tive March 15, 1954. 
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RESIGNATIONS 


Rev. James Suter, Trinity, Stamford, effective August 31, 1953. 
Rev. Paul Wiegman, Emmanuel, Tekamah, effective August 31, 1953. | 
Rev. Norman Suhr, St. Mark’s, Verdon; Trinity, Stella, effective ig 


November 30, 1953. 
Rev. Wilber Volker, Trinity, Wolbach, effective November 30, 1953. 
Rev. Paul Janson, First, Potter, effective February 15, 1954. 
Rev. Ernest Switzer, Salem, Dakota City, effective March 15, 1954. y 


Rev. G. 
Rev. L. C. Weitzenkamp from Iowa Synod 
Rev. Elvin Hansen from Pacific Synod 


Respectfully submitted, 
THEODORE J. C. SCHULDT | 


The President's Report was placed in the hands of the Committee 


Treasurer, Dr. F. E. Wood his report. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 1953 

RECEIPTS 

The Apportionment. ..$155,410.32 

Lutheran World Action 22,562.67 

Midland College Special Gifts 1,855.02 
Tabitha Home Special Gifts | 1,552.71 : 
Synod Specials | 559.43 
Mission Committee 1,156.00 x 
Central Theological Seminary Special Gifts 1,676.87 
Foreign Missions 4,529.20 | 
_ Lutheran Social Service 1,324.02 : 
Lutheran Student Foundation 2,352.14 


| 
October 15, 1953. : 
TRANSFERS 
Rev. James Suter to Midwest Synod ; 
Rev. Norman Suhr to Texas Synod 
Rev. Raymond Bartels to Rocky Mountain Synod 
ACCESSIONS ‘ 

$194,689.25 


t 
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SYNOD DISBURSEMENTS 
President Salary and Expense $ 10,528.01 
Secretary Salary and Expense . 366.16 
Treasurer Salary and Expense 457.26 
Statistician Salary and Expense 225.28 
Board of Pension and Relief 452.00 
Executive Committee 205.88 
Lutheran World Action Expense 78.91 
483.41 
Merger Committee 84.48 
Lutheran Social Service Expense be 64.77 
Nebraska Synod Lutheran 2,008.85 
Publicity Committee 193.46 
Survey - Broken Bow .” 51.62 
Luther League Expense 321.68 
Hebron Relief 175.00 
Audit | 35.00 
Printing, Programs and Minutes 463.72 
Examining Committee .. 50.53 
Mission Committee —_. 12.00 
Parish Life and Work 401.23 
General Expense 1,261.75 
$ 18,011.00 
DISBURSEMENTS 
VY. L. C. A. Apportionment _.$ 74,394.00 
Lutheran World Action _. 22,562.67 
Midland College Apportionment 30,561.00 
Midland College Specials 1,855.02 
Central Theological Seminary Apportionment _ 11,094.00 
Central Theological Seminary Specials 1,676.87 
Tabitha Home Apportionment | 10,188.39 
1,552.71 
Mission Committee Apportionment 10,030.50 
Mission Committee Specials 1,156.00 
Foreign Missions _. 4,529.20 
Lutheran Social Service 1,877.42 
Lutheran Student Foundation 3,489.60 
American Missions 291.49 
Hebron Flood Relief 253.73 
American Bible Society 28.50 
57.50 
Chey 70.00 
Children of the Church 460.76 
Luther League Movement 100.00 
$176,678.25 
Synod items as follows = 18,011.00 
$194,689.25 


Ry 
a 
a 
é 
# 
4 
q 
| 
> 


21842.00 


22.1748. 89 


16 EIGHTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 
- TREASURER’S ANNUAL EXHIBIT, 1953 

Allen 1216.00 557.00 46 82.60 639.60 
Alliance 1375.00 1096.00 80 138.10 128.41" 1362.51 
Auburn 4344.00 434400 100 535.00 122.23 22.97 5024.20 
Beatrice 1216.00 1217.00 100 325.00 6.00 20.25 1568.25 
Bellevue 571.00 571.00 100 65.00 636.00 
Benedict 1131.00 1131.00 100 155.36 106.19 57.50 1450.05 
Broadwater 1279.00 603.00 47 67.00 ¥ 670.00 
Columbus 1216.00 553.00 46 134.65 # 17.00 2.00 706.65 

Dak. City Emman. 
i Dakota City Salem _. 1807.00 1807.00 100 371.31 —.... . 27432 2452.63 
Dalton 1638.00 1640.00 100 200.00 1840.00 
| Davenport 2748.00 2378.00 86 24267 100.00 2714.67 
: Emerson 2125.00 2125.00 100 22800 .... 71.50 2424.50 
Falls City 4566.00 4566.00 100 626.00 10.00 333.39 5535.39 
Fremont 9725.00 10313.84 106 1309.57 243.73 1506.86 13374.00 
Grand Island 14403.00 14439.00 100 1953.18 23.00 1119.33 17534.51 
| a | 1268.00 100 150.00 25.00 1443.00 
Hamovton 624.00 624.00 100 62.00 766.00 
Hardy 465.00 397.00 85 987.00 3.00 487.00 
Homer 1300.00 1300.00 100 226.00 60.50 262.03 1848.53 
Hoover 3478.00 3066.00 88 402.00 44.00 96.07 3608.07 
Hubbard 655.00 96.00 15 60.71 198.82 
Leigh 2020.00 121800 60 21468 64.00 33.00 1529.68 
Lewellen 846 00 846.00 100 123.00 969.00 
Linco'n 8297.00 8597.00 104 100000 350.00 2311.45 12258.45 
McCool Jet. 1083.00 791.50 74 145.50 39.00 62.10 1038.10 
Nebroska City 2040.00 2040.00 100 285.25 #£5.00 82.91 2413.16 
North Platte 11997.00 1125200 94 1487.50 120.00 12859.50 


ii, | 
| 

Omeha Grace 308500 100 52400 __ 481.00 4080.00 

Omaha Kountze «103 3177.00 100.00 2068.55 27522.44 

| Omaha Redeemer 894200 671 «126900 1169.50 7777.18 & 

| Omaha St. Lukes '7458.00 7688.00 103 9135.17 93.00 843.27 9519.44 © 
| Omaha St. Matthews ___ 1060.00 100 14800 50.00 290.00 1548.00 
Paxton —_............... 2008.00 2008.00 100 477.80 10.80 410.61 2907.01 

Rising City 107 282.00 23.00 912.57 2531.57 | 
Scribner 1692.00 20.00 12 20000 165.55 625.55 

So. Sioux City 4556.00 4556.00 100 655.00 380.00 5591.00 | 
Spenccr 1181.00 90185 980 10062 2050 1041.17 
| 


TASS 


Fund in escrow — Falls 


City Bldg. Fund 
_ Mrs. George Sanders 


460.76 
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s 
Stamford 1353.00 1250.00 90 16487 225 1417.12 
Stella 169.00 137.26 7 9.50 145.57 
Sutherland 217.00 217.00 100 51.00 27.00 . 13.00 308.00 
Tekamah 1691.00 1691.00 100 22100 60.00 1972.00 
Verdon 1311.00 1186.00 90 183.76. 63.79 1433.55 
Walton 613.00 429.00 
Wayne 4068.00 1888.00 46 262.00 65.01 2215.01 
West Point 5602.00 5602.00 100 690.00 .. 6292.00 
Wilber 1607.00 617.00 39 73.00 - 690.00 
Wolbach 1839.00 1392.00 75 226.00 10.00 12430 1752.30 
’ York 1247.00 1347.00 108 180.75 5.00 102.50 1635.25 
Valley 
Midland Assembly and : 
' Stamford Convention 75.00 
Refunds - Dr. Geo. 
 P. Taylor 6.48 
Refunds - Luther League 258.75 
Dorcas Class - Salem 
Fremont, Flood Relief 
Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety, Fremont Mis- 
sions Committee 


155410.32 92 22562.67 1552.71 15163.55 194689.25 
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The Statement of the Auditors was read and a motion prevailed 
that it be accepted. | 


STATEMENT OF THE AUDITORS 


To the Board of Trustees 
The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska 
of the United Lutheran Church in America 


There is submitted herewith our report of audit of the books 
of your Treasurer, Mr. F. E. Wood, covering the period extending 


from the cut-off point of our previous audit which was of January 
15, 1953 through January 15, 1954. : 


Our report herewith agrees in every respect with the financial 
records of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska as kept by 
Treasurer Wood, and to the best of our ‘ knowledge and belief is 
a correct accounting of all receipts and disbursements of the period 
under audit. The records were well kept ‘and all funds in balance. 


The balance on hand in the bank as of January 15, 1953 and 
any checks outstanding against same were found to reconcile pre- 
cisely with the records of the First National Bank of Fremont, Ne- 
braska which carries the bank account of the Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
_ THE HANSON AUDIT COMPANY 


Fremont, Nebraska 
April 15, 1954 | 


Statistician M. B. Simon presented his report. 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


Parochial reports have been received from fifty-three congre- 
gations of synod, with five congregations failing to return a me 

The Clerical Roll of Synod, December 31, 1953, lists forty-six 
names classified as follows: Forty-three active pastors serving 
Synodical congregations. One pastor serving a congregation not on 
the roll of Synod. One Chaplain, four professors and teachers and 
general workers; three a eres Missionaries and four retired or 


GAINS - LOSSES 


Members: Baptized, 37,214, a gain of 895; Confirmed, 24,937, 
a gain of 469; Communing, 17,251, a gain of 772. 


Number of Sunday Schools, 55, loss of 4. Staff members, 1,212, 
gain of 56. In Sunday Schools, 8,153, gain of 389. In home De- 
es 143, loss of 38, lees Nursery Roll, 1,878, gain of 108. 
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Weekday Schools, 5, gain of 4. Staff members, 24, gain of 23. 
Weekday pupils, 217, gain of 205. Number of Vacation Church 
Schools, 40, same as last year. Vacation Church School pupils, 
3,325, gain of 12. Vacation Church School Teachers, 495, gain of 
50. Number of children of the Church leaders, 15, loss of 16. Child- 
ren of the Church pupils, 524, gain of 81. Number of Catechumens, 
1,012, a loss of 161. | | 


LUTHERAN STUDENTS 


In Lutheran Seminaries, 10, a loss of 1. In Motherhouses 0, a 
loss of 1. In other Lutheran Institutions, 86, a loss of 17. In non- 
Lutheran Institutions, 365, a loss of 22. 


GROUP ORGANIZATIONS 
Number of Men’s, 23, same as last year. Number of members, 


_ 475, a loss of 54. Number of women’s, 127, a gain of 2. Number 


of members, 4,656, a gain of 113. Number of Mixed, 27, gain of 3. 
Number of members, 969, gain of 339. Number of Young Péople’s, 
76, a loss of 3. Number of members, 1,439, a loss of 58. |. 


VALUATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY 


Church Buildings, $3,178,821, a gain of $270,179. Parsonages. 
$456,194, a gain of $24,934. School or Parish House, $95,000, same. 
Endowment, $30,077 a gain of $6,996. Other Property, $260,986, a 
gain of $109,388. Total Valuation, $4,021,078, a gain of $411,497. 

| 
CONGREGATIONAL EXPENSES 


Current Expenses $436,364, a gain of $26,610. 
Unusual Expenses, $154,316, a decrease of $128,511. 
Total Current and Unusual Expenses, $590,680, a decrease of 


$101,901. 


CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCES 


Education, $9,537, a decrease of $4,876. Foreign Missions, 
$12,360, an increase of $2,045. American Missions, $4,754, an in- 
crease of $970. Social Missions, $9,537, an increase of $109. Other 
Benevolence, $38,164, an increase of $4,694. 


APPORTIONED BENEVOLENCE 


Total Apportioned, $168,855, an increase of $13,622. 
‘Total Apportioned Benevolence paid, $155,409, an increase of 


$20,166. 


Total Benevolence paid, $229,761, an increase of $23,108. 
Total Expenditures, $820,441, a decrease of $78,793. 


| 
| 


4 

| 


20 EIGHTY-SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION 


LOCATION OF CHURCHES 


8 Congregations in cities of over 100,000 population. 
1 Congregation in cities of 25,000 to 99,999 population. 
3 Congregations in cities of 10,000 to 24,999 population. 
11 Congregations in cities of 2,500 to 9,999 population. 
16 Congregations in cities of 500 to 2,499 population. 
19 Congregations in cities of less than 500 population. 
First congregational report received this year was on Decem- 
ber 29, 1953. The last report to be received was on February 15, 


1954. 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. B. SIMON 


A motion prevailed that the Report of the Statistician be accepted. 


‘Secretary Alfred W. Young presented the report of the Execu 
tive Committee. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Executive Committee held four meetings during the year— 


June 9, 1953, September 23, 1953, October 22, 1953, March 26, 1954. . 


The following items were lifted from the minutes of the Execu- 
tive Committee: 


1. Executive Committee requested the Board of Social Missions 
of the U.L.CA. to give consideration to making a special grant in 


_ aid for support of the chaplaincy work in the Omaha area; said pro- 


gram to be under the direction of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service. 


2. The committee approved using the Sunday nearest Martin 
Luther’s birthday in 1953 for the gathering of offerings for Mid- 
land College. 


_ 3. Pastor Ralph Rangeler was named as director of the synodical 
youth camp to be held August 16-21 at Camp Sheldon. eo 


4. The Latvian section of Grace Lutheran Church was author- 
~ to incorporate as a congregation and take title to the property 


5. The Ministerial Education Committee was given a_ special 
grant of $700.00 for the year 1954. This committee had no alloea- 
tion in the apportionment for three years. 


6. The following budget for 1955 is proposed. 
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PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1955 
President $6,000.00, Secretary $350.00 
Treasurer $600.00, Statistician — 00) 
Midland College 20,000.00 
Central Seminary 6,000.00 
3,500.00 
Office Rent 1,200.00 
Home Missions Committee 13,500.00 
Synodical Paper 1,600.00 
General Expense Fund 900.00 
600.00 
Lutheran Student Foundation 2,000.00 
Auditor’s Fee 35.00 
Treasurer’s Bond : 10.00 
_ Committee on Parish Life and Work ce 500.00 
_ Ministerial Education Committee 1,000.00 

Promotion of Youth Work 300.00 
Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 500.00 
Stewardship Committee 900.00 

TOTAL PART I $59,695.00 

PART II | 

United Lutheran Church in America $ 97,907.00 
Midland College 15,000.00 
Central Seminary 6,000.00 

TOTAL BUDGET FOR 1955 $188,602.00 | 


This budget will require apportionment receipts on the basis of 


$10.97 per Communing Member. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ALFRED W. YOUNG, 


Executive Committee 


A motion prevailed that the report be adopted. 


REPORT OF THE MERGER COMMITTEE 


‘Secretary, 


This report consisted of the presentation of Amendment to Con- 
stitution, said Amendment being the “Proposed Constitution of the 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States.” 
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Mr. Herman Wellensiek, member of the Merger Committee was 
welcomed and given the privilege of the floor to present the matter 
of Merger to the convention. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry spoke to the convention about the back- 
ground of this movement for merger. 


Mr. Wellensiek then read the Proposed Constitution ziving op- 
portunity for comment after each section. 


Mr. Wellensiek presented the Resolutions of Merger. 


RESOLUTIONS OF MERGER 
It was moved and seconded that the following Resolutions be 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Nebraska accept and adopt and does hereby accept and adopt the 
Constitution of By-Laws of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, as and for the Constitution and By-Laws of this 
Synod, effective when an identical Constitution and By-Laws are 
accepted and adopted by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Midwest, and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in Kansas and Adja- 
cent States, excepting, however, the provisions of Article II of said 
Constitution and Section 1 of said By-Laws with reference to the 
date of the annual convention and ihe business sessions thereof, 
and Article III of said Constitution with reference to the beginning 
of the terms of office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer, in 
so far only as the same may be appiiable to the first convention of 
said Synod to begin on June 8, 1954, in Kansas City, Missouri, the 
election of officers thereat and the transaction of any and all 
business which may come before the convention, this Synod hereby 
waiving any and ail notice and consenting that the first convention 
of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States shall 
begin on June 8, 1954, at the place aforesaid, and that the terms 


of office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer elected thereat 


shall become effective immediately upon election and continue 
thereafter until their successors have been elected, and shall enter 
upon the duties of their offices as in said Articles and Sections 
provided, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Nebraska merge and consolidate and it hereby does merge 
and consolidate all its powers, rights and property and all liabilities 


existing against it into The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Cen- 


tral States, and that this corporation relinquish its corporate name 
and assume in place thereof, the name of the corporation with which 
it is hereby merging, to-wit: The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in 
the Central States, and i 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the election of 
officers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 


adopted. 
i 
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Central States, the officers and committees of this § idu- 
ally or severally, as the case m-y require, are 
empowered and directed to transfer and deliver to the proper offi- 
cers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, all moneys, trust funds, letters, papers, agreements 
title papers, records, documents and all real and personal property 
of any kind and nature belonging to and in the possession of this 
Synod and in which this Synod may have an equitable or legal in- 
terest, together with a complete record of all existing obligations 
and liabilities incurred by this Synod, with any and all supporting 
documents appertaining thereof, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the officers of this  cor- 
_ poration be, and they are hereby authorized, empowered and dir. 
ected to make, execute and deliver under the seal of this Synod, 
all deeds, assignments, transfers and other written instruments 
necessary for the transfer of its real and personal property to The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and to take 
such legal action as will be necessary and required by law to fully 
consummate and effect the merger ‘and consolidation with The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and wind up 
the affairs of this Synod. | | 


It was moved and seconded that the Resolutions of the Merger 


be adopted. 
‘A motion prevailed that voting be by ballot. 


A motion prevailed that the Chaplain lead the convention in 
prayer before balloting. 

Balloting on the matter of merger was under direction of the 
Committee on elections. 


Tellers Reported: Ninety votes cast and that there were sixty-two 


votes for and twenty-eight votes against adoption of Resolutions of 
Merger. There being a sufficient number of votes in favor of the a- 
doption of Resolutions of Merger, they were declared adopted. 


It was moved and seconded that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Nebraska express its judgment that the following amendments to 
the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central 
States are desirable and deserve consideration by the new synod. 


1. Amend Article 10, paragraph 4, (1) by striking out the comma 
following the words “He shall bury the dead” and insert a period; 
(2) by inserting the words “He shall” before the words “install regu- 
larly elected members of the Council, and, with the council adminis- 
ter discipline”; (3) by striking out the words “and promote the up- 
building of the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ” and inserting the 
words “together with its work of Evangelism” causing the whole sent- 
ence to read “He shall supervise all schools and auxiliary organiza- 
tions of the congregation together with its work of Evangelism in 
the community, in the homeland and abroad.” 

2. Amend Section 4, Number 2 by striking out the words “the 
promotion of” and inserting the words “witness to” so that the last 
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phrase in paragraph 2 shall read, “and witness to the Kingdom of 
God.” 


The motion carried. | 
Pastor Leland H. Lesher presented the Report of Committee on 


Student Work. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STUDENT WORK 


YORK COLLEGE 


_ Pastor Gaston has kept in touch with student needs though 
there is at present no organized program. This is largely due to 
the probable early closing of the school. 


PASTOR ROBERT GASTON 
PERU STATE TEACHERS 


The Lutheran students of NLC congregations are provided with 
religious services each month in charge of neighboring pastors. 
These services are held on the campus with average attendance of 


fifteen. — 
| PASTOR J. N. SLICE 


WAYNE STATE COLLEGE 


The work is conducted jointly by the U.L.C. Congregations with 
each Congregation assuming major responsibility on alternate years. 
It is hoped that a stronger program will result with the coming of 
full-time pastor to Redeemer and possible building improvements. 

PASTOR W. G. VOLKER 


‘to Omaha students consists of an off-campus L.S.A., in- 
cluding Omaha University, and etc. Since 90% of the students are 
local residents, the attendance is relatively small. 


Respectfully submitted, 
LELAND H. LESHER, Chairman 


LUTHERAN STUDENT FOUNDATION, INC. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


March 1, 1954 


The ministry to students at our University has been carried on 
within the context of the policy of the Division of Student Service 
of the National Lutheran Council: preaching the Word, teaching the 
Word, counseling, calling, and recruiting. Our student program 
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has, therefore, included worship, study (of the Word, Christian . 
doctrines and ethics), evangelism, service, and recreation. 


_ Most gratifying this year in our ministry and perhaps the most 
meaningful step forward in the history of student service in Lincoln 
is the Sunday Morning Worship Service at the Lutheran Student 
House. On September 22, 1953, after long negotiations and prayer- 
ful consideration by local churches, church officials, and the Divi- 
sion of Student Service, the Lutheran Student Foundation was 
granted permission to inaugurate a Sunday Morning preaching ser- 
vice. On October 18, we held our first service with 86 in attendance. — 
The attendance has been quite constant, with 98 as. the highest at- 
tendance. It is difficult to know exactly how many different stud- 
ents have attended, but we estimate that we are reaching about 
200 through these worship services, of which half have not been © 
reached in any other service or activity at the Student House. We 
believe that this phase of our ministry will become the 
fruitful means of evangelism. | 


_ Another source of satisfaction to us, who are charged with this 
strategic mission of the church, is the growing consciousness of our 
churches in Nebraska to the need of a campus ministry. This in- 
terest is reflected in the response of our church bodies in Nebraska 
in the increased support to our current work and the steady moving 
forward in realizing the goals of the building project. When we 
remember that in 1945 the total annual budget for Lutheran Student 
work in Lincoln was $600, and note that this past year’s current re- 
ceipts were over $10,000 of which $3,500 came from the National 
Lutheran Council Church bodies in Nebraska, and that the Founda- 
tion has received to date nearly $45,000 (exclusive of the $65,000 
from the National Lutheran Council) for the building fund, the 
response has been encouraging. The fact too that the report of 
the Lutheran Student Foundation each year is an expected part of 
the convention agenda of our church bodies in Nebraska is evidence - 
that Student Service is no more a stranger but a natural part of our 
mission work. The constant encouragement which we receive from 
pastors. and lay people throughout the state indicates the concern 
of our home churches for their students at the University. 


The cost of the first unit of the Lutheran Student House, in- 
- Cluding lots and furnishings, is $122,867.51. The total receipts as 
of March 1, 1954, were $109,778.94. There is still a total of $23,500 
_ expected from National Lutheran Council churches in Nebraska on 
the $1 per confirmed membership goal. The foundation has re- 
ceived $5,705.67 from the Nebraska Synod churches in Nebraska 
toward its goal of $1 per member. It is the hope of the Foundation 
that the second unit might be added soon. 


The Foundation Board paid tribute to Mr. E. G. Ekblad at a 
banquet, January 14. Mr. E. G. Ekblad, who this year retired from 
the Board of Directors of Lutheran Student Foundation, has been 
chairman of the Board since 1947, when the Foundation was or- 
ganized, and before that was a member of the Committee for 
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Student Work since the school year, 1925-26. He has given unself- 
ishly of his time and talents and has been an example of Christian 
churchmanship. 


Student service is a most important mission of the church. 
These young people who come to our state schools need the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Students will find that the environment at a state 
school is basically secular. Religion is often related to the category 
of an extra-curricular activity. The press of activities and the over- 
crowded student schedules make it difficult to’ gather students in 
number during the week. Many of our young people who come to 
the University find it easy to drop their ties with the church. 


Since these secularizing influences are steadily at work, it cer- 
tainly behooves the church to exert an increasing effort in its cam- 
pus ministry. The Sunday morning worship services gives us an 
opportunity to reach a growing number of students. We are grate. 
ful to the Lutheran Churches of Lincoln, to the church officials of 
the National Lutheran Council Church bodies in Nebraska, and to 
the Division of Student Service of the National Council for afford- 
ing us the opportunity to preach the Word to our students on Sun- 


day mornings. 


We need the constant encouragement of pastors, parents, and 
home congregations. Urge your students to come to our Student 


- House and to participate in the services and activities there, where 


they will find a Christian environment and fellowship. : 


The Lutheran Student Foundation is grateful to the Nebraska 
Synod of the ULCA for the support received for its current budget © 
and to the congregations for their gifts to the building fund. The 
Foundation is requesting a grant-in-aid of 8 cents per confirmed 
member for its 1955 budget. This increase of 1 cent per confirmed 
member over last year’s request, which is being also asked of all | 
church bodies in Nebraska, is to assure sufficient funds to provide 
another part-time member on the staff. ’ 


The Lutheran Student Foundation and the Division of Student 
Service of the National Lutheran Council express to the Nebraska 
Synod of the ULCA sincere appreciation for the interest and sup- 
port given by its pastors and congregations to our campus ministry. 
We bespeak for this ministry tc students your prayers and concern. 


Sincerely, 
ALVIN M. PETERSEN, Pastor 


Pastor Alvin M. Petersen spoke to Synod about the Lutheran 
Student Foundation Program in Lincoln. 


NOTICES REGARDING SYNOD ACTION ON MERGER 


A motion prevailed that the Secretary of Synod send out -noti¢es 
of Completed Action on Merger to Pastors and Congregations and a- 


dopted the following Resolution: 
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Resolved that the Secretary of the Synod be authorized and in- 
structed to send the following notice to all members of this Synod, 
both ordained ministers and congregations, to inform them of the 
completed actions of the three merging synods regarding the forma- 
tion of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States. 


By authorization of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska 
at its Eighty-second annual convention held at First Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, North Platte, Nebraska on May 10, 11, 12, 1954, and 
as its duly elected secretary, I hereby give notice that 


1) The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Midwest, and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Kansas and Adjacent States have adopted identical constitutions 
and have resolved to merge into the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in 


the Central States, and 


2) The organizing convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
in the Central States will be held at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Kansas City, Missouri, on June 8-9, 1954. All ordained mini- 
sters and elected delegates of congregations of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Synod of Nebraska will be expected to be in attendance. Dele- 
gates of congregations to the 1954 convention of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod of Nebraska will continue to serve in the capacity at 
the organizing convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States except as a congregation, following its own procedures, 
chooses a substitute. 


Tuesday Afternoon | 2:00 P. M. May 11, 1954 


Devotions were conducted by the Chaplain M. B. Simon. 
The Report of the Committee on References and Council was a- 


The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 


The Report of the Midland College Board of Trustees was pre- 
sented by Pastor J. B. Rupley D. D. 


MIDLAND COLLEGE REPORT TO THE NEBRASKA SYNOD 


This has been a significant year in the history of Midland Col- 
lege. The magnificent way the supporting synods responded to our 
needs has given rise to a new optimism which characterizes every 
department of the College. At the beginning of this report we 
want to express our gratitude to the officers and members of the 
Nebraska Synod, together with their representatives on the Midland 
Board of Trustees, for their support and continued interest in the 
work of the College. _ | 


The primary purpose of Midland College is to provide for the 
intellectual, spiritual, social and physical development of its students 
in accordance with recognized principles and practices of higher 
education, and in conformity with the religious and moral principles 
of. Christianity as held by the Lutheran Church. . 
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Midland College accordingly promotes the growth of its stud- 
ents within a wholesome, Christian environment. Through a well 
org and effectively administered program and under the re- 
sponsible guidance of a Christian faculty, the College program as- 
sists students in cultivating their interests in the arts and sciences 
and in preparing themselves for their future vocations as well as 
for the active service in the Church, community and the larger 


spheres of human society. | 
To meet the various needs of students for guidance and training 


in general and specialized fields of learning, the Midland faculty 


directs its energies toward good teaching and a vital counselling 
program. | 

Karly in the year the faculty participated in an all-day off 
campus Work Shop, stressing the importance of a counselling sys- 
tem, working out for each student a program adapted to his inter- 
ests and needs, to keep at a minimum the failures due to inability to 
get along in college. Results of their work are reflected in the pro- 


gress the students are making and the decreasing rate of mortality 
due to academic failure. 


The curriculum of the College is also receiving serious study in 
order to keep the program of study in harmony with the need and 
the demands of students. 


Campus morale has been good during the year. There have 
been many encouraging indications of a deepening religious attitude 
on the part of the Midland College student body. In this regard it 
is to be noted that the Student Council this year requested the ad- 
ministration to set aside a period of ten minutes every morning 
from 7:35 to 7:45 for prayer and meditation. This renewed spiritual 
impact has made the campus a much finer place on which to live 
during the course of this past year. This along with the Religious 
Emphasis Program and the daily chapel services all become a part 
of the development of the student during his campus years, so that 
upon becoming an alumnus he will have a greater desire for Christ- 
ian service along with the basic essentials of his profession. | 


NEW LIBRARY BUILDING 
Of vital importance to the academic quality of any college is 


the library, and Midland College is extremely grateful to the Unit- 


ed Lutheran Church in America for the Christian Higher Education 
Appeal. No mention of improvements can be made without empha- 
sizing the magnificent contribution CHEY has made to Midland 
College. This churchwide effort while dramatizing in fund raising 
action the interest of the church in higher education in general, 
will give untold benefit to the succeeding generations of Midland- 
ers. As a part of the program of the Christian Higher Education 
Appeal, Midland College has been privileged to construct a $185,000 
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library building. This building contains a reading and stack room 
sufficiently large to accommodate 60,000 volumes and 105 students; 
a periodical room, meeting and audio visual room, office and work- 
room for the librarian and her assistants. 


MIDLAND AUXILIARIES 


For some time there has been an organization known as Mid- 
land Women, whose membership is open to all women of the church 
interested in the College. Their annual dues of one dollar have 
been devoted entirely to the causes of the College, principally the 
maintenance of good living in the girls’ dormitories. 

The newest auxiliary of the College is an organization known as 
The Men of Midland. Its objectives are: (1) To organize a body of 
men of Christian character and unite its members into the closest 
bonds of Christian fellowship: (2) To. encourage active participation 
in all things relating to Midland College: (3) To aid and assist in 
every way possible the promotion of Christian higher education at 
Midland College; (4) To encourage and secure financial contribu- 
tions for the support and betterment of Midland College; (5) To 
promote the cause of Midland College within the Church and among 
the public. The goal is 2500 members. The dues for an active 
member is that sum which each member desires to contribute, the 
minimum being $10.00 annually. There are already a large number 
of men, including some from the Nebraska Synod, who have express- 
ed an interest in this auxiliary through their membership. The of- 


ficers of the Men of Midland would appreciate memberships from 


every congregation ‘and pastor within the Synod. 


WINNING STUDENTS 


A very special way of winning students for Midland and as- 
sisting them with their education is the establishment of a scholar 
ship. Recently Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kloenper of Lawrence, Kansas, 
established a $200 scholarshiv: Miss Alta Schafersman, Fremont, 
Nebraska, a $300 scholarshin; Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cooke, Omaha, 
Nebraska, a $300 scholarship and the Nebraska Synodical Brother- 
hood a $150 scholarship . In addition, various churches and groups 
within the church have established scholarshins for any student from 
that congregation attending Midland. This is an excellent way of 
encouraging students from your congregation to attend Midland— 


create a scholarship fund. 


DEFICITS AND A WAY TO OVERCOME THEM > 


According to Dr. Benjamin Fine, the educational editor of the 
New York Times, who completed a study of 810 colleges and univer- 
sities, including our own, about half of all the independent institu- 
tions of higher education in the United States are experiencing fin- 
ancial difficulty and are unable to balance their budgets. As one 
of the schools with an operational deficit, Midland finds itself in 
the position where several things must be given prayerful consid- 
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eration. One of the ways in which the College can be greatly as- 
sisted is to have the wholehearted cooperation of pastors in recom- 
mending to their young people, their college—Midland College— 
as the church college from which they can procure a splendid lib- 
eral arts education. A second way of assisting the College, of 
course, is through the payment of a minimum of 100% of our appor- 
tionment goal, for by so doing the College is assured of the amount 
the synods have pledged to her institution. It behooves all of us — 
who are interested in the future of Christian higher education, and 
especially in the plight of small independent colleges, to see to it 
that the financial picture of the college is assured. A real crusading 
constituency could quickly mold public opinion in a way which 
would clear us of all financial embarrassment and assure a signifi- 
cant and vital educational program. Christian higher education is 
not just another program of learning. A feeble effort will discredit 
our institution and disgrace its supporters. Acceptance of a chal.- 
lenge will make possible the realization of one .of humanity’s fond- 


est hopes: 


It is a truism that in the past year ending May 31, 1953, the 
net operating deficit for that year was $21,640.76. There are certain 
factors which have brought about this particular deficit. First of 
all the budget was based upon a student body of 350 students. This, 
unfortunately, did not materialize. The second contributing factor | 
was the refurnishing and refurbishing of Beegle Hall, inasmuch as — 
approximately $20,000 was allocated from current funds, the balance | 
of the expense being contributed by special givers. A third con- — 
tributing factor is the constantly rising costs. For example, this 
past year it cost $729.07 for the education of each student at Mid- 
land College. This is only an increase of approximately $200 over 


_a five-year period. At the same time students attending Midland 


College pay only 53.5% of the actual costs of an education. The rest 


of it comes from church grants, gifts and endowment. These figures 
may indicate a rather high expenditure per student, yet in light of 


the cost of education at a tax supported school in the state of Ne- 


braska it is only half as much. As a further comparison, the in- 
structional expense at Midland is lower than the average for the 
Protestant colleges of America. This is due to the low salary sched- 
ule.- There are only three ways of. overcoming this obstacle and 
that is having more freshmen, more friends, more funds. Your aid 
and assistance in these matters will be sincerely appreciated by the 
members of the Board of Trustees of Midland College. 


TOMORROW’S RESPONSIBILITIES 


Mi , like other private colleges, is faced with rising costs 
= lower income. Incomes from endowment have not risen as 
ve costs. Today more than ever an independent college must un- 
ceasingly seek additions to its endowment. A good principle is that 
the endowment should be at least equal to the value of the plant. 
For Midland this would mean an endowment of a minimum of one 
million dollars, which at the rate of return earned last year, would 
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be more than enough to meet the deficit of last year. Tuition in- 
come and monies received from the operation of auxiliary enter- 
prises cannot be expected to carry on a good college. The: stand- 
ards and equipment, faculty and services demanded of an aceredit- 
ed college today preclude any possibility of operating successfully 
without substantial gifts in endowment income. Outside help must 
be obtained in the case of colleges like Midland. The federal and 
state governments cannot give any direct help. We must seek our 
help among our constituencies. For this reason we are very grate- 
ful to the Nebraska Synod for permitting the College to conduct a 
year-end appeal in 1953. It was successful becatise you helped. To 
you we are most grateful. 


A financial statement showing in detail the financial condi- 
tion of the College as of May 31, 1953, will be found below. 


With sincere gratitude to our God and His children for our 
many blessings enjoyed here at Midland College, we are 


Gratefully yours, 
PAUL W. DIECKMAN 
President, Midland College 


Fiscal Year Ending May 31, 1953 


INCOME 
Educational and General $127,721.98 
Endowment Investment 22,931.22 
Other Income . . $626.17 
Total Receipts consis $407,807.34 
EXPENSE 
Educational and General ... 7 $263,208.31 
Auxiliary Enterprises 150,704.21 
Other Non-Educational Expe 
Cash Operating Loss ___, $ 23,461.37 
Increase in Inventories f ao 1,820.61 
Net Operating Loss _ st | $ 21,640.76 


Dr. Paul Dieckman, President of Midland College, spoke to the a- 


Pastor J. B. Rupley offered the following recommendations: 


1. That Midland Men be heartily endorsed by our Synod as an 
added incentive toward Midland Co-operation. 
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2. That Synod record its deep appreciation for the wise and dili- 
gent leadership that Dr. Paul Dieckman has rendered Midland College 
during the past year as President and assure him, as well as our 
college, of our earnest prayers, that the Great Head of the Church, 
Jesus Christ, may bless and strengthen the advancement in Christian 
Higher Education. 


A motion prevailed that the recommendations be adopted. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry addressed the convention of synod about 
the program and activity of the Boards of the United Lutheran 


Pastor George Krebs presented the report of the Central Semin- 
ary Board of Directors. | 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CENTRAL. 
_ LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Under the blessings of God and as‘the recipient of the kind 
offices of an ever increasing number of individuals, congregations, — 
and other groups, Central Seminary marches forward. 


For the 1953-1954 school year the largest enrollment in the his- — 
tory of the institution was realized — forty-four. These included 
ten seniors, twelve middlers, eleven juniors, seven specials and four 
internes. During the year three students relinquishd their theologi- 
cal pursuit. Of the forty-four, nine are Nebraska Synod. Six are 


| During the first semester the Rev. A. B. Lentz, D. D., Louisville, 
Nebraska, assisted in the Practical Department. During the second 
semester the Rev. Samuel W. Jensen, Hooper, Nebraska, rendered a 
similar sérvice in the same department. At the retirement of Dr. 
Paul W. H. Frederick last spring, Professor Gieschen was made Pro- 
fessor of Systematic Theology. The other members of the faculty 


continye in their respective positions. The Board is still searching 
for an additional instructor. 


_ During the first eight months of the current fiscal year more 
than $52,000.00 was received by the seminary for all purposes. We 


_ Fejoice that our synod has designated the first Sunday in September 


as Central Seminary Sunday on which to gather funds to be applied 
toward debt retirement. | 


A full-time office secretary has been secured in the person of 


' Miss Beulah Geyer, Waterville, Kansas: In late August Mr. August 


Brei, Odell, Nebraska, will come to us to give full time and interest 
in the proper maintenance of our biuldings and grounds. | 


The Board of Education of the U.L.C.A. graciously continues its 
special grant to defray the expenses of Pre-Lenten Lectures on the 
Rural Church. Those held in February of this year were of an especi- 
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ally high order and were unusually well attended by members of 
Synod and others. | | 
the importance of Central Seminary to the develop- 


t of the Church in the Midwest, we express gratitude to God, 


men 
been made possible. We solicit the continued interest and support 
the Synod, even as we invoke the unceasing blessings of a graci- 


ous 
Respectfully, 
GEORGE P. KREBS 


and deep appreciation to our people for the progress which has 
of 


CENTRAL LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
| Fremont, Nebraska 
_ Consolidated Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1953 
ASSETS 


Current Special Consolidated | 


Fund Funds Balance 


Petty Cash Fund $ 25.00 $ ae 25.00 
Cash in bank 5.83 . 33,766.13 33,771.96 
Notes Receivable - Midland ? 

College | 16,923.84 16,923.84 
Notes Receivable - Building Fund —.. _. 24,615.52 24,615.52 
Notes Receivable - Current Fund 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Nebraska State Savings & Loan : 

Stock 3,200.00 3,200.00 
Furniture and Fixtures 9,754.43 9,754.43 
Land and Buildings 266,558.23 266,558.23 
Utility Deposit 55.00 55.00 


$ 85.83 $356,818.15 $356,903.98 


LIABILITIES AND EQUITIES 


Liabilities: | 
Note payable - Special seen __ $2,000.00 $ $ 2,000.00 
Notes payable - Aid Association 
for Lutherans see 69,434.93 69,434.93 
Notes ble - Due from Building 
Fund 24,615.52 24,615.52 
Building Debt Retirement Fund 20,142.94 20,142.94 
Interest to be distributed | 646.18 646.18 
Special Funds §4,181.95 54,181.95 
Equities: 
Current Fund Equity (Deficit) (1,914.17) (1,91 rs 
Equity in Land and Buildings... 187,796.63 187,796. 


$ 95.83 $356,818.15 $356,903.98 
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_ Dr. E. Byran Keisler, President of Central Seminary, spoke to the 
above report. 
ELECTIONS: Tellers Reported the following elections: 
Secretary, Alfred W. Young; Statistician, M. Blaine Simon; 

Treasurer, Dr. F. E. Wood. 


Mr. J. Adam Reinemund presented the Stewardship Committee | 
Report. 


In 1953 the results of active stewardship seminars conducted in 
many churches during 1951 and 1952 were apparent in a larger in. 
gathering of funds for benevolent causes and in more active parti- 
cipation in church affairs by many laymen. Synod reached approxi- 
mately 87% of its assigned quota for ULCA and local benevolence. 


Out of a total apportionment of $168,855.00, $155,410.32 was 
paid. $22,562.67 was contributed for Lutheran World Action. . 
$1,552.71 was gathered for Tabitha and the specials amounted to 
$15,163.55 for a grand total of $194,689.25. In the words of Synodi- 
cal Treasurer, Dr. F. E. Wood, “this is no doubt the best report 
our Synod has ever made.” 


Special thanks are due to God for the efforts made by the 
thirty congregations that reached or exceeded 100% of their quotas. 


Your committee held several meetings during the year at which 
two ideas were developed. One — meetings of neighboring con- 
gregations — resulted in three such gatherings, at South Sioux 
Allen. Comments from all three places indi- 
cated that results in a better understanding of stewardship was 
gained by those who attended. 


The second idea used was a series of stewardship messages 
—— to all Pastors and many laymen throughout 


Appearances in behalf of the stewardship cause were made 
during the year at several churches, Luther League and Brother- 
hood conventions. 


Inspired by the progress made last year, your Stewardship 
Committee met on Tuesday, March 9 at Central Seminary to lay 
initial plans for 1954. The meeting was attended by Mr. Chester 
Myerrum, Assistant Secretary of the LLM whose counsel was wel- 
comed by the committee. . 


In 1954 it is planned to devote extra emphasis for stewardship 


on church councils, Luther Leagues, Brotherhoods, Missionary 
Societies and in the Midland Assembly. 
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It was resolved to ask the Editor of the Nebraska Synod Luth- 
eran for space to carry stewardship news during the year, and plans 
were initiated to return to the practice of stewardship rallies at 
centrally located points, starting in May. It was decided also to 
continue the use of occasional letters to Pastors and leading laymen. 


These and such other plans as may be developed during the 
year will, we hope and pray, bring our Synod’s work for others to 
a point well over the top in 1954. 


During the past year Pastor Raymond E. Pfeiffer served as 
Stewardship Chairman until July and after that date the under- 


signed took over the chairmanship. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. REINEMUND, Chairman 


A motion prevailed that the report be adopted. 


A motion prevailed that the matter of carrying out the proposed 
program of the Stewardship Committee be referred to the Executive 
Committee. 

Mr. Wm. Kentopp was nominated as a Trustee on the Board of 
Directors of Central Seminary. 


There being no further nominations, the secretary was instructed 
to cast the ballot of the convention for Mr. Kentop as a Director on 
the Central Seminary Board. 


Mr. Kentopp was declared elected. 
It was moved and seconded that this Synod now proceed to elect 


- its allotted number of delegates and alternates to the nineteenth bienni- 


al convention of the United Lutheran Church in America with the 
understanding that these elections will in effect become nominations 
to the organizing convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in 
the Central States. 


The motion was adopted. 


Nominations for lay delegates to the United Lutheran Church 


Convention were called for. 


The following were nominated: Dr. Wm. Zimmerman, Dr. George 
Taylor, Mr. Wm. Hasebrock, Mr. Eldon Johnson, Mr. John Lamberty, 
Mr. Cecil Kraft, Mr. Paul Palmquist, Mr. H. Zethren, Mr. Carl Olson, 
Mr. J. Adam Reinemund, Mr. Harry Bunge. 


Tuesday Night 8:00 P.M. May 11, 1954 


The Ordination Service was held in First Lutheran Church at 
8:00 P. M. The Ordination Sermon was preached by Pastor George 
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President T. J. C. Schuldt officiated in the act of ordination of 
Milton T. Eklund, Robert D. Hamilton, Frederick J. Juilfs, Robert G. 
Kocher, Conrad J. Schmitz. 

The following pastors participated in the services: Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, A. H. Pinkall, Walter Traub, Kendig Rupley, John B. Rup- 
ley Jr., Alfred W. Young. ae 


Following the ordination services the host congregation had 
reception for the pastors ordained. oa 
Wednesday Morning __ 8:45 A. M. May 12, 1954 

Devotions were conducted by the Chaplain M. B. Simon. 


The minutes of previous sessions were read and approved. 
The report of the Committee on Reference and Council was adopt- 


Tellers venartied the following elected as Lay Delegates to the 


~\ United Lutheran Church Convention October 6-13, 1954: 


Dr. George Taylor, Mr. Carl Olson, Mr. Paul Palmquist, Mr. H. A. 
Zethren, Mr. Harry Bunge, Dr. Wm. Zimmerman. 


A motion prevailed that Alternate Lay Delegates be those who 
were nominated, but not elected, in the order of the votes received. 


The following were declared elected as Alternate Lay Delegates: 
Mr. J. Adam Reinemund, Mr. John Lamberty, Mr. Wm. Hasebrock, Mr. 
Cecil Kraft, Mr. Eldon Johnson, Mr. John Langemacher. 


Dr. Leland Lesher presented the report of Tabitha Home Board 
of Directors. | | 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF TABITHA HOME 


For the Year 1953 


Tabitha Home is most grateful for God’s kindness and love so 
graciously bestowed upon the work of mercy in the program of care 
for the Children and the Aged. Through His guidance, congregations, 
organizations and individuals have been moved to generously sup- 
port this work. The Cash gifts, Bequests, Synodical apportionments, 
gifts of food, clothing, sundries and furnishings from congregations 
have aided so much in bringing our Budget into balance. May God 
richly bless those who have served so faithfully. 


We have made contacts with ssany congregations in the suppo 
rt- 
ing synods in the past year. The warm welcome given us in every 


field reveals the love our people have for Christ’s works of mercy. 
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The Aged Department 


During the year 1953 Tabitha cared for a total of 96 aged 
guests. At the beginning of the year our number was 82, (52 Wo- 
men and 30 Men). During the year 14 new guests were received. (5 
men and 9 women). During the year 13 passed on to their enternal 
reward and 2 were entered into private nursing homes. Of these 
12 were women and 3 men. Of our total cared for, 71 were Lutherans. 


At the close of 1953 our number was 50 women and 31 men, or 
a total of 81. Of this number seven were under 65 years of age and 
75 were. over 65 years. Fourteen of these were Old Age Assistance 
Recipients. There were 30,234 days care given our aged folks. 


Activities in this departmen have meant a great deal to the resi- 
dents. The daily Chapel service brings spiritual help. The Teie- 
vision, movies, travel lectures, musical programs and parties have 
helped to fill the many long hours our folks have to use. The Mis- 
sionary Society and the Tabitha Guild have provided much interest. 
These groups have contributed $150.00 to various Church and Com- 
‘munity needs during the past year. 


A number of our aged family have been hospitalized and many 
ve been ill at the Home, but with good care and loving ministrv 
many have been brought back to good health. | 


The Children’s Department 


| In our Children’s Department we cared for a total of 44 child- 

ren, representing 23 families. At the beginning of 1953, there were 
24 children in our homes, 12 boys and 12 girls. We were also keep- 
ing touch with the three children who had been in private homes 
for some ten years. These three were dropped during the year at 
the suggestion of the State Supervisor, since these young folks had 
been away many years and were getting along nicely in their present 
home situations. 


Throughout the year, 17 children (6 girls and 11 boys) were re- 
ceived and 12 were dismissed to return to their parents or relatives, 
(5 girls, 7 boys). Three of these children were adopted by relatives | 
through the agency which placed them with us. This total number — 
dismissed does not include the six children who were placed into 
adoptive and their own parent’s homes, and with whom we are keep- 
in contact. 


In June of 1953 we secured custody of a family of three children 
ages 9, 11 and 15, who had been with us almost five years. We are 
happy that these children have all been placed into prospective 
adoptive homes prior to the Christmas Season. The two younger 
ones are in a home together. Another of our older girls, who had 
also been with us many years, went into a fine prospective adoptive 
home and is doing nicely. The two youngest of our Mexican family, 
ages 12 and 13, were returned to their father’s home. (he holds 
custody of his children) All of these placements were made in co- 
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operation with our Lutheran Placing Agency, and with the approval — 


of the State Child Welfare Department. 


"At the close of 1953, we have 26 children in our two homes (11. 
girls, ages 2 to 9; and 15 boys ages 3% to 18% years) and represent- 
ing 13 families. Of the total number of children served, 35 were. 
either Lutheran or of Lutheran background. The total number of 
day’s care was 10,982. 


Our children in prospective permanent homes are being visited 
at various intervals, and we also keep in close contact with them and 
the families by mail. 


During the summer months all of our children were out into 


va¢ation homes at one time or another. This also included the older 


boys who had jobs. Our oldest boy was privileged to attend the Na- — 
tional Luther League Convention. Seven of our children within the | 
proper age range took swimming lessons at the Y. M. and Y.W.C. A | 
pools early in June. As in previous years, the children have taken — 
an active part in Church, School and Community activities. Some 

of these youngsters appeared on T. V., through Civie programs, Mid- 
get Boxing, Community Chest and Choir appearances. 


Regular casework services have been given to all of our child- 
ren and have extended to the more than 115 listed inquiries regard- _ 
ing children and family problems. Many of our requests this year 
were for care of very young infants, and for day-care, in many 
cases. Other inquiries came regarding problems of teen-agers, and 
adoption of infants. These were directed to other agencies which 
might be equipped to-meet these various needs. 


Work has begun in the Children’s buildings to make them more 
attractive in appearance and more adequate to meet the needs of the 
children. New and colorful plastic dishes have been placed in the 
children’s dining rooms. 


| 
The usual children’s illnesses have found their way into our 
midst, but all of our family are well at this writing. Regular dental 


Various Church, Civic and Student groups have sponsored fine — 


= fellowship and activities for our children throughout the 


Property Improvements 


Steps have been taken to get all property in good repair. A 
— installed Girls’ Home, rooms in the 

e for aq were completed, extensive repairs to damaged 
foundations on Girls’ Building and Boiler House. Exterior of Boys’ 
Home has been painted and work started on Girls’ Home. Water 
Pressure Booster was installed in the Home for Aged. Continued pro- 
gress is being made on the landscaping of our grounds. 3 
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Our Staff 


We have been adequately staffed during the past year. We feel 
the need of establishing some kind of a training program for work- 
ers who come into our homes. We have need of a trained worker 
who could be a counselor with our aged people. We may soon have 
to employ a Registered Nurse to have supervision of the entire 
health program in the Home. a 


"The staff is looking forward to living in a Home of their own. 
The prospect of a bequest of $100,000.00 from the estate of Miss 
Emma Collins gives hope that this building may be a reality very 
soon. 


| ‘The Tabitha Farm 
Our farm has had a successful year in spite of the drought. We 


r are building up our dairy herd so that we should have a profitable 


operation and income at regular intervals thoughout the year. 
A report of finances is in the Auditor’s Report. 


We present a brief summary of the Current Operating Fund. De- 
tailed reports are to be found in the Complete Audit which is in the 


office of the Synodical Secretary. 


Income Receipts: 
Operations $53,816.61 
Income from Investments 750.65 
Appropriations 17,147.25 
Voluntary Contributions 35,897.00 
Miscellaneous 502.03 
Community Chest 6,000.00 
Total Income $114,113.54 _ 
Operating Expense: 
Administrative $56,862.83 
Plant Operations 16,818.18 
Services and Relief _. 17,413.68 
Total Expense $91,094.69 


Excess of Income Receipts over Operating 
Expense $23,018.85 


$20,000.00 of the Excess : 


Respectfully submitted, 
LELAND LESHER 
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Dr. Alfred W. Young, Superintendent of Tabitha Home, spoke to 
this report. | 
Pastor Ralph Rangeler presented the report of the Historian. 


COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 


No meetings of this Committee were held during the year. A- 
gain our Pastors and Congregations are urged to send in any material 
of historical value for placement in the history files of Synod. 


Committee on History 


Pastor Gustav Huf presented the report of the Ministerial Pen- 
sion Committee. 


MINISTERIAL PENSIONS COMMITTEE 
Your Committee met on November 12, 1953. 


As planned at this meeting an article setting forth the increased 
benefits to the survivors of pastors in the Family Protection Plan, 
and reminding congregations of the increase in the congregation’s 
share in the contributions to the Contributory Pension Plan (from 
4% to 8% of the pastor’s total salary), effective January 1, 1954, 
was published in the December issue of The Nebraska Synod Luth- 
eran. 


In December also the secretaries of Synod’s constituent con- 
gregations were sent letters with enclosures containing information 
on both the Contributory Pension Plan and The Family Protection 
Plan prepared by the ULCA Board of Pensions. 


Under date of February 3, 1954, Dr. Thomas Cline, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Pensions; ULCA, reported:- 


“The Board of Pensions had an excellent year during 1953, 
both from the point of view of income from all funds, and 
the steady growth of membership in the Contributory Pen- 
sion and the Family Protection Plans. 


“The response to the change in the congregation contri- 
bution from 4% of a member’s total salary to 8% of a mem- 
ber’s total salary has been larger than was anticipated; 


the replies received represent the ratio of 92% to 8% un- 
certain or negative.” 


Dr. Thomas L. Cline, Executive Secretary of the Board of Pen- 
sions, ULCA, reports that as of March 16, 1954, forty-three clerical 
members of the Nebraska Synod are enrolled in the Contributory 
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Pension Plan, of whom thirty-one are enrolled in the Family Pro- 
tection Plan. One pastor is listed as an inactive member. 


Respectfully, 
GUSTAV, K. HUF, Chairman 
FRANCIS A. DAEHLING 

LOYAL MORTENSEN 


A motion prevailed that the report be adopted. 
Pastor Robert Gaston presented the — on Lutheran World 


REPORT OF LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


The response of the congregations of our Synod to the Lutheran . 
World Action appeal in 1953 was splendid. Our Synod paid 109% 
of its assigned quota. This is the first time (at least in recent 
years) that our Synod has fulfilled our responsibility to the great 
work being done by L. W. A. You are to be commended for your 
generous response to this call for Christian service. 


Of the 58 congregations in our Synod 36 overpaid their quota 
and 8 congregations paid their quota in full. Of the remaining 14 
congregations several came within a few dollars of paying their 
quota. Only three of our congregations failed to make any re- 


sponse to the L. W. A. appeal. 


Present world conditions present to us greater opportunities to 
serve Christ and His Kingdom through L.W.A. than ever before. 
New doors are opening to our Lutheran Church every day. “To 
him that hath shall be given.” We have, so to us is being given 
the opportunities to serve Christ and His people through our great 
work of L.W.A. Lutheran World Action is only asking slightly 
more in 1 -agpel than in 1953 . The Nebraska Synod was among the 
or Synods of the U.L.C.A. in L.W.A. giving last year. Let us be 

the top bracket again this year by having each congregation over- 
pot or at least paying their quota 100%. 


Respectfully submitted, — 
ROBERT E. GASTON 


Director L.W.A. 
Nebraska Synod 


QUOTAS L.W.A.—1954 


Allen _$ 220 Dakota City 256 
Alliance : 240 Dalton 226 
Auburn 618 Davenport 375 
Beatrice 172 Eagle 31 
Bellevue 76 Emerson 304 
Benedict 160 Falls City 622 
Broadwater _. 156 Fremont 

, Columbus 172 Grand Island 
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Gurley 183 Ponca 357 
Hampton 81 Potter 165 
Hardy 105 ~=Rising City 186 
Homer 200 Scribner 255 
Hooper. 471 Sidney 472 
Hubbard 96 South Sioux City 683 
Leigh 286 Spencer 
Lewellen 124 Stamford 193 
McCool Junction 165 Stella - 
Lincoln 1206 Sutherland . 8 
Nebraska City 321 Tekamah 252 
North Platte 1747  Vacoma 51 
Omaha  Verdon 186 
First $775 Walton 
Grace 430 Wayne . 588 
‘Kountze Memorial ___ 3028 West Point 802 
Luther Memorial 327 Wilber 288 
Redeemer 1204 Wolbach 301 
St. Luke’s 1102 York - 180 
St. Matthew’s 147 Snyder 58 
Oshkosh 139 
Paxton 285 


_ BUDGET: A motion prevailed that the budget as proposed by the 
Executive Committee be adopted. 


OFFICERS’ SALARIES: A motion prevailed that the Salaries of 


officers be continued through December 1954 and that such salaries 
be paid on June 1, 1954. 


Dr. Leland Lesher presented the Report of the Home Missions 


HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


The Home Missions program of synod, as carried on through this 
committee, has a twofold purpose, namely, to strengthen and under- 
gird existing congregations and to establish new congregations in co- 
operation with the Board of American Missions. 


STRENGTHEN EXISTING CONGREGATIONS 


The United Lutheran Church in America might well be a strong- 
er church on this territory, in number of congregations, than is now 
the case. Records indicate that quite a number of congregations 

once existed are no longer functioning. In some instances 
the disbanding of the congregation was the natural result of commun- 
ity development with the improvement of roads and transportation. 
In many cases the bisbanding of congregations and worshipping 
groups was apparently due to their inability to overcome the difficul- 


ties which face a small, struggling congregation. It seems quite 

sible that if the church on the territory would have been in a pont 
tion to assist them, the congregations would have continued to . live 
and grow and would now mean additional strength to the church. 
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In the face of an apparent general trend to concentrate Home 


Mission effort in the more populous areas of cities and their suburbs, . 


your committee expresses its concern for the opportunities and needs 
which confront the church in rural areas. The territory of our synod 
is largely rural and agricultural in character. We are reminded that 
at least half of the towns in Nebraska are under 400 in population. It 
has been stated that more than 50% of the rural population in our 
state is unchurched. 


With these factors in mind your committee considers the 
“strengthening and undergirding of existing congregations” to be a 
worthy phase of Home Mission effort on the part of synod as we 
strive to face the opportunity and meet the need of our territory. 
Even though the work in many communities cannot give promise of 
the quick growth and development to be found in city and suburban 
areas, we are assured that the use of funds in this phase of Home 
. Mission activity isan investment insouls and has as its result the 
building and strengthening of the Church. The responsibility for this 
type of work, for which funds in substantial amount are required, is 
assumed solely by Synod. Through salary aid grants and occasional 
special grants we are helping our congregations in the following 
places: Hardy, Broadwater, Columbus, Wilber, Spencer, Walton and 
Eagle. ‘Your committee is happy to report that substantial progress 
and development is taking place in each of these congregations. 


NEW CONGREGATIONS AND WORK CARRIED ON WITH 
THE HELP OF THE BOARD OF AMERICAN MISSIONS 


Synodical Home Mission funds are also used to supplement the 


support given by the Board of American Missions to newly estab- 
lished mission congregations. This supplementary support given 
through the use of synodical Home Mission funds is in the form of 
salary aid grants and miscellaneous special grants. 


While the following paragraphs call special attention to the two 
new congregations organized during the past synodical year, your 
committee is gratified to note the splendid progress being made by 
St. Matthew, Omaha; St. John’s United, Alliance; and Immanuel, 
Bellevue. All of those congregations have Church Extension Loans 
and are receiving salary aid grants from the Board of American 
Missions. All of them are being benefitted by special grants from 
synodical Home Missions funds. 


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Valley, Nebraska. - 


The first service in this field was held on March 4, 1951. A Sun- 
day School was started on the following Sunday. Church services 
and Sunday School. have been held regularly since they were begun. 
During the Spring of 1952 Synod purchased the church and parsonage 
owned and formerly used by the Presbyterian Church at a cost of 
$9,600. Funds sufficient for this purchase and the necessary renova- 
tion were made available by loans from the Board of American Mis- 
sions in the amount of $12,200 and a commercial first mortgage loan 
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The field was without a regular pastor until May 15, 1953 when 
Pastor Loyal Mortensen began his work here as a Board Missionary. 
. Extensive property improvements have been made in both the 
church and parsonage. A large portion of the work was done by the 
people of the congregation at a considerable saving in cost. 


The congregation was formally organized on December 13, 1953, 
with a membership of 62, including 6 by adult confirmation and 6 by 
adult baptism. 


Latvian Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


On February 14, 1954, the Latvian Section of Grace Lutheran 
Church, Lincoln, was formally organized as the Latvian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. The formal organization of this congregation was 
authorized in order that a more effective ministry might be carried 
on among the Latvian people in the Lincoln area. 


During the Spring of 1953 a property located diagonally across 
the intersection from Grace Lutheran Church was purchased by the 
Latvian group for use as a Parish House. The property consists of a 
large residence and a large garage. The residence serves as a Parish 
House for during-the-week activities of the Latvian congregation and 
furnishes living quarters for the pastor and his family. The large 
garage has been converted for use as a social hall with the work of 
remodeling being done by the men of the congregation. This prop- 
erty was purchased at a cost of $24,000. Funds for the purchase were 
provided as follows: $5,000 cash by the Latvian congregation; $12,000 
loan from the Board of American Missions; $6,000 commercial first 
mortgage loan; $1,000 loan from synodical Home Missions funds. 


The organization of this work does not alter the fine working 
relationship which exists between the Latvian group and Grace 
Lutheran Church as well as with Synod and the Board of American 
Missions. The generous and willing spirit of Dr. L. H. Lesher and 


‘the people of Grace Lutheran Church in making available the facil- 


ities of their church together with the appreciative response of Pas- 
tor Herbert Jesifers and the Latvian people have made possible a 


oa arrangement that has been commended by the Church-at- 


Your committee is gratified to note the effective work being 
done by all of the pastors and congregations included in our Home 
are grateful for the counsel and as- 
sistance given by Board of American Missio ted 
Lutheran Church in America. a 


Your committee recommends that the Budget Item for Home 


Missions be increased to $13,500 for 1955. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
MISSIONARY COMMITTEE - NEBRASKA SYNOD 
January Ist, 1953 to January Ist, 1954 


Balance on Hand, December 31, 1952 
RECEIPTS 
Nebraska Synod 7 $9,667.00 
Women’s Missionary Society 800.00 
St. Matthew, Omaha 125.00 
Latvian (Lincoln) Purchase 16,000.00 
26,592.00 
$42,109.92 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Allowance - Gethsemane, Omaha $ 1,299.96 
Salary - Rev. H. C. Cordts—1 Year ___ 399.96 
Salary - Rev. Wilfred Henning—1 Year 700.08 
Salary - Rev. Vernon Jacobs—1 Year _ 300.00 
Salary - Rev. C. H. Kemper—4 Months ._—s—- 283.36 
Salary - Rev. Robert Lesher—1 Year 100.08 
Salary - Rev. F. L. Cress—1 Year 
Salary - Rev. M. B. Simon—1 Month 58.34 
Salary - Rev. Karl Gigstad—9 Months 1,053.00 
Occidental Bldg. & Loan - Payments, 
Vv. 480.00 
Valley - Supply 380.00 
Typing 40.00 
ist Lutheran, York 40.00 
Treasurer Bond 5.00 
Hardy - Supply 393.69 
Loan Ex 
, Insurance, n nse - 
Board of American Missons - Valley 535.28 
Latvian (Lincoln) Purchase Insurance ___.. . 17,293.09 
Latvian (Lincoln) Payments on Loan ___ . 103.60 
‘Committee - Travel & Meals 219.25 
Bellevue - Insurance 107.12 
St. Matthews, Omaha 300.00 
Rev. Karl Gigstad - Home Mission Meeting 25.00 
28,438.58 


Balance on Hand, January Ist, 1954 — 
Stock Yards National Bank, Omaha $13,671.34 


ABOVE BALANCE DIVIDED AS FOLLOWS: 


Regular eee $ 4,733.74 
Latvian (Grace, Lincoln) 1,396. 
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565.39 

Expansion Program 
St. Marks Fund 9,523.44 
St. Matthews, Omaha | % 100.00 
60th & Walnut Purchase Parsonage 1,551.10 
Valley - Purchase Parsonage and Church 3,096.00 
Valley * 143444 
$13,671.34 


* (In the Red) 


FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


February 15, 1954, net receipts from the 1953 Epiphany ~ 


On 
Appeal to help build chapels in British Guiana, stood at $66,222. The 
goal 


was $60,000. Appeal receipts from the Nebraska Synod for 

The goal for the 1954 Epiphany Appeal is $60,000. Offerings 
received for Indian chapels and Japan chapels amounted to $6,588 by 
February 15, 1954. 

New Visual Aids. Five new one-reel films in color and sound on 
missions work in India and Japan will be released by March 15, 
1954. These films are available for a service charge of $3. All 
subjects may be purchased for $45 each. "4 


The number of baptized Christians in each field is: Argentina— 
4,350; British Guiana—5,670; China and Hong Kong—2,315; India— 
oo (including. Surguja); Japan—5,999; Liberia—2,049; total 
_ As of February 15, 1954, the total number of missionaries serv- 
ing under the board, including wives, stood at 256, the largest num- 
ber in Board of Foreign Missions in ULCA history. . 


THE NEBRASKA SYNOD. Parish Abroad Support: Benedict, $50; 


Columbus, $100; Fremont, $50; Lincoln, $150; Omaha, St. Lukes, , 


$150; Scribner, $50. 


PROTEGE SUPPORT. Emerson, $35; Hardy, $100; Leigh, $35; 
Omaha, Our Redeemer, $150; Omaha, Kountz Memorial, $30; West 


Point, $40. 3 
| Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY DUMLER, Chairman 


TELLERS REPORT: Tellers report the following elected as Cleri- 
cal Delegates to the Convention of the United ae ha Church: Al- 


fred W. Young, J. N. Slice, John B. Rupley Jr. h 
a, upley r., Vernon Jacobs, Ralp 


Pastor Samuel Jensen : 
= | presented the report of the Social Missions 


at 
| 
é 
P. H. PALMQUIST, Treasurer, 
. Pastor Henry Dumler presented the report of the Committee on : 
| Foreign Missions. ; 
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REPORT OF SOCIAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


At the 1953 Convention Synod sent a cash gift of $175 to the 
A.L.C. Central District to be used for disaster relief in the storm 
struck. town of Hebron, Nebraska. Your committee conveys to the 
Synod ‘the thanks for this gift which have come from: (1) the Blue 
Valley Home for the Aged, (2) Grace Lutheran Church, Hebron, and - 
(3) the Reverend E. G. Fritschel, President Central District, ALC. 


The Hebron disaster and the tornado of June, 1953, which 
partially damaged Emmanuel Church, Tekamah, along with our ex- 
periences as a committee during the Missouri River flood on Easter, 
1952, prompted our committee to consider the need for a plan of 
disaster relief for the churches of our State. The following motion 
was approved at the June meeting: 


. “That the Synodical Committee on Social Missions of the 
Nebraska Synod petition the Nebraska Lutheran Social Ser- 
.Wice to consider the possibility of a disaster relief program | 
under the supervision of the Nebraska Lutheran Social 


Service.” 


The result of this motion may be found in the Report to this 
Convention of the Nebraska Lutheran Social Service. 


- Your committee also took the initiative, with the Synodical 
Executive Committee’s approval and the concurrence at a later’ 
date of the Midwest Synod’s Committee on Social Missions, to re- 
quest the Board of Social Missions of the ULCA for a grant-in-aid 
for Nebraska Lutheran Social Service chaplaincy work in* Omaha. 
The Board responded with a grant of $2,500 for one year which has 
enabled the NLSS to move toward filling the need for a chaplain for 


the institutions in Omaha. 


The work of Evangelism has advanced during the year in our 
Synod. The Committee is pleased to hear reports from several con- 
gregations and pastors of the Visitation Evangelism programs being 


-carried.on the year around and of the Preaching-Teaching Missions 


which are bécoming an annual practice in some of our churches. 
The sound filmstrip “Share Christ Today” was purchased by the 
Synod for use in congregations and may be obtained from the 
Librarian, Central Lutheran*Seminary, Fremont. Our committee 
met in Omaha on February 12, 1954, with Dr. C. Franklin Koch, ‘to 
report our progress in Evangelism and to contribute suggestions 
for the Church-wide Evangelism program to be held in 1955-56 if 
authorized by the next ULCA Convention. ee * | 


We urbe all pastors and Church Councils of our congregations 
to cooperate in the October (Social Missions month) free-will offer- 
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48 
for Nebraska Lutheran Social Service by distributing the publici- 
envelopes to ovely their parish. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REPORT OF NEBRASKA LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 


Nebraska Lutheran Social Service completed its first fiscal year 
on June 30, 1953 during which time more than 11,000 persons were 
reached through 251 ward and chapel services; 3,729 individual 
pastoral ministrations were given to Lutherans; 1,578 individual 
pastoral ministrations given to non-Lutherans; the pastoral acts in- 
cluded 4 baptisms, 21 funerals and 81 private communions; and, in 
addition to other witness bearing for our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
24,581 pieces of Christian literature were distributed. 


At the beginning of the fiscal year the treasury balance was 
$761.77 but during the year $11,490.25 was received, $9,417.18 ex- | 
pended, leaving a balance of $2,073.07. Part of the total expenditure 
was $1,000 for Lutheran Children’s Home Society, Omaha, contri- 
buted and designated for this purpose by $500 from the Nebraska 
Synod and $500 from the Midwest Synod. Most of the receipts 
came from the American Lutheran Church ($3,459.32), the Midwest 
Synod ($3,341.39) and the Nebraska Synod ($2,884.01). 


We are looking forward to expanding our full-time chaplaincy 
ministry and to this end the Board of Directors has authorized the 
Executive committee to secure a chaplain for Omaha. Increased 
financial support is necessary for this work. The Board of Social 
Missions of the ULCA has made a grant of $2,500. and the Board of 
Christian Action of the ALC has made a grant of $1,000.. for the 
Omaha program. (The ALC $1,000. grant is in addition to the 
$2,000. being received for existing work.) At the present writing, 
Dr. Carl Plack, Chaplaincy Consultant of the NLC is working with 


the Executive committee to secure a qualified chaplain for Omaha 
at the earliest possible date. 


Since last September the NLSS has conducted a Bible Study 
class (on the ward level) for approximately 450 residents of the 
Beatrice State Home. The classes are conducted by the Rev. John 
Schiller, Beatrice, who visits the home two days each week. 


The Committee on Social Missions of the Nebraska Synod re- 
quested the NLSS to serve as a disaster relief agency for the State 
of Nebraska Lutheran churches. Realizing the importance of such 


a service to our congregations and le, the Board unanimously 
approved the Disaster Relief Program as follows. | 


se SAMUEL W.. JENSEN, Chairman A 
a HARRY BUNGE 
P. E. BEASING 
a 
; 
3 
+4 
4 
= 
= 

; 
| 


OF THE SYNOD OF NEBRASKA 49 


1. That Nebraska Lutheran Social Service become the neninien 
- agency through which relief may be channeled in cases of 
disaster in Nebraska. 


2. That the Executive Committee of NLSS be authorized to 
have jurisdiction of relief funds. 


3. That the Treasurer of NLSS transmit funds as directed by 
the Executive Committee. 


¥ 
4. That the Board designate the Director-Chaplain to obtain 
disaster facts and designate regional representatives to re- 
port disaster facts to him, and to serve as liaison with prop- 
erly designated church and relief agencies, to transmit in- 
formation to the National Lutheran Council and the churches 

of Nebraska. | 


_ The other details of this program will be worked out and copies 
available at the 1954 convention of Synod. . 


On February 23 a pilot workshop was sponsored by NLSS at 
Hebron, Nebraska, to which clergy of all denominations were invited 
to discuss with County and State Public Welfare personnel the 
ways and means of better serving our people. Each pastor brought 
a layman from his congregation and a profitable discussion was 
held. Miss Mayme Stukel, Director of Public Welfare for Ne- 
braska, said: “it was most worthwhile and I hope you can sponsor 
similar workshops in other counties.” At this writing, a welfare 
workshop is being planned for Dodge County, Fremont, for April 1. 


The Board of Directors of NLSS and the Director-Chaplain (the 
Rev. Lorin C. Pretty) wish to sincerely thank every pastor, congreg- 
ation and individual who have helped launch this Christ-centered 
ministry to the institutionalized and sick in our midst. We have 


faith that the prayers and gifts of our constituency will increase the 
‘strength of our serving hands in the Name of our Lord Jesus. 


Respectfully submitted, 
SAMUEL W. JENSEN, Chairman 
Committee on Social Missions 


Pastor Lorin C. Pretty, Director Chaplain of Nebraska Lutheran 
Social Service, spoke to the convention. 


Pastor Paul C. Wiegman gave the report of Correspondent to “The 


REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDENT TO THE LUTHERAN 
Rev: Paul Wiegman 
According to Dr. G. Elson Ruff, editor of The Lutheran, when 


he receives news reports to edit, the editor’s problem is to find in 
a story a substantial news item that is worth a headline and a 50- 
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word lead. “After that,” he says, “many local news squibs can trail 
along, but a report isn’t much good if there isn’t anything worthy 
of being the lead. I feel like entitling some columns: PARISH 
NEWS ITEMS, rather than pretending we have a story.” 


He encourages The Lutheran correspondents to “Do your best, 
in gathering news, to find something out of the ordinary, and 
collect enough facts about it to build it up. If a routine meeting 
of a summer camp board has been held, resulting in a decision to 
n June 19, tell us whether this camp, just five years old, has 
led in its usefulness to the Synod and will figure on 385 in at- 
tendance in 1954.” 


He warns us in the use of statistics, because “statistics can, of 
course, be dangerous. But figures are concrete and easy to handle. 
Keep in mind, though, the danger of overemphasis.” 


Your correspondent keeps in touch with our synod office. Dr. 


Sehuldt has been very co-operative and understanding, and that 


helps a lot. | 


We urge pastors to put your correspondent. on your mailing | 


list. Keep me supplied with your weekly bulletins, parish papers, 
annual congregational reports, etc. Lively pictures, showing action 
or with ‘strong human interest, are worth a lot too. Newspapers 
often get splendid pictures, and usually you can secure a print from 
the paper for a nominal sum. We charge this to The Lutheran, of 
course. | 


Furnish me more in ’$4! 


Pastor Kendig Rupley gave the report on Promoting 10t Subscri 
tions to “The Lutheran.” | | 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
PROMOTING SUBSCRIPTIONS TO “THE LUTHERAN” 


Your committee of one is happy to report, for the third straight 
year, that the subscriptions to THE LUTHERAN in our Synod have 
showed a marked increase. Once again, the credit belongs to the 
Pastors and laymen of the different congregations for this noted 
increase. We have gone beyond the half-way mark in having THE 
LUTHERAN in every home. Therefore, with a little more effort, 
we will be able to make our full potential. 


It is indeed worth bringing to the attention of Synod, the fact 
that the Nebraska Synod has the second largest nities denmeeantion- 
al subscription in the United Lutheran Church. That is, St. Paul’s 


Lutheran Church of Grand Island i 
which adopted the Budget Plan 


Your committee can ask for no 
laymen to continue their fine ogy more than for Pastors and 
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TO EVERY HOME in our Synod. And may we all continue to 
reach the goal of Synod’s potential. 
Respectfully submitted, 


KENDIG W. RUPLEY 

Pastor Ralph Rangeler presented the report on Synodical Paper. 
SYNODICAL PAPER | 

Under the direction of the Executive Committee of Synod, | 
issues of the Nebraska Synod Lutheran were published during 1953. 


8000 copies are now being printed, sent to the Pastors for distribu- 
tion. There is also a large single copy mailing list. Publication is 


by the Enterprise Publishing Company of Blair, Nebraska. 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. E. RANGELER, Editor 


Pastor Leo Nielsen presented the report of the Committee on 
Publications. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 


_ Our United Lutheran Church continues to publish periodicals 
that are most valuable aids to the educational and spiritual develop- 
ment of both our ministers and laymen. The Lutheran, Lutheran Wo- 
man’s Work, Lutheran Men, and Luther Life reflect the church’s con- 
cern for informed and thoughtful members. The Lutheran in particu- 
lar displays a valuable, if at times controversial, stimulus to the appli- 
cation of the Gospel to national and world affairs. Its news coverage 
and articles are stimulating and effectively presented. 


The Lutheran Laymen’s Movement continues to provide invalu- 
able assistance to pastors and congregations in the promotion of stew- 
ardship and the distribution of information and materials for congre- 


gational use. 
‘The Lutheran Quarterly, Jublished by the Editorial Council of 
Lutheran Seminaries, aims to provide a “forum for the discussion of 
Christian faith and life on the basis of the Lutheran Confession. Its 


articles seek to apply Lutheran Church principles to the problems of 
religion and society. Busy pastors will find the book reviews in_ The 


_ Lutheran Quarterly, as well as The Lutheran, to be of particular value — 


in the selection and planning of reading and book purchases. Such 
reviews can be most effective in focusing our time and attention on 
that which is most significant in current publishing. 


The Lutheran World Federation has announced the forthcoming . 


publication of a new magazine, Lutheran World... This quarterly journ- 


al will contain “articles on basic theological issues as they arise in | 


churches, and as they emerge in ecumenical contacts and other situa- 
tions. It will treat the life of other churches, interpret situations with 
respect to Roman Catholic relations, problems of the sects, autonomy 
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arising in Asian and African churches, congregational life, worship, 
and many similar topics.” The first issue will be available on May 15, 
1954, with a year’s subscription price at $1.75. This publication ap- 
pears to be one that will fill a conspicuous gap in available Lutheran 
material, providing a view of the world-scope of Lutheran activity and 
thinking. We look forward with keen interest to this new venture. 


The following is a list of the principal books published by the | 
Board of Publication of the United Lutheran Church in America since 
the fall of 1953: | 


Two Women end A Wer — Grete Paguin and $3.00 


Renate Hagen | 
The war experiences of two German women. 
For Fathers Only — Earl S. Rudisill 
A guide for fathers, prospective fathers, and 
grandfathers. 
Teday’s Good News — Alvin E. Bell $1.75 
Daily devotions for the whole year. 
Martin Luther — Carl E. Koppenhaver $ .60 
A short biography of the Great Reformer. 
Unwilling Journey — Helmut Gollwitzer $3.50 
The experiences of a German pastor held pris- 
oner for five years by the Russians. This 
book has been a best seller in both Great Brit- 
ian and Germany. Muhlenberg Press now 
makes available an English translation in the 
United States. | 
Dilemma of Church and State —G. Elson Ruff $1.50 
This is the book that was distributed free as ) 
part of the Knubel-Miller Foundation lectures. 
Theology of Evangelism — T. A. Kantonen $1.25 
Evangelism presented as the heart of the | 
church’s activities. . 

Diary of a Disciple — W. C..Berkemeyer $1.75 
for the Lenten Season. | 

mn Every Corner Sing — Helen Pfatteicher . $2.50 
Christian hymnody from the Hebrew psalm to 

the negro spiritual. 

Uniform Lesson Commentary, 1954 — Wm Horn 


The first annual commentary released on the 75 
Augsburg Uniform n Series. ee 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. L. LESHER 
L. R. NIELSEN 
| E. MORTENSEN 
‘Dr. Franklin Clark 
his report on program and ac- 


The Sessions was adjourned with prayer by the Chaplain. 
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Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 P. M. May 12, 1954 
Devotions were conducted by the Chaplain M. B. Simon. 


Dr. Leland Lesher presented the report of the Committee on Mini- 
sterial Education. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


The Ministerial Education m>t t:vice during the past Synodical 
year. The following officers were elected: Pastor Leland Lesher, 
chairman; Pastor Henry Dumler, secretary; and Mr. Dell Tyrell as 
treasurer. 


The committee continued its prozram of with pre. 
theological students from the Nebraska Synod attended Midland 
College, and divinity students at Central Seminary. 


A careful study was made of the new testing program recom: 
mended by the Board of Education of the U.L.C.A. Dr. Wm. Zim- 
merman, Dean of Midland College demonstrated the use of this 


program. 


The eommittee went on record as approving the course of study 
for students for the ministry of the Nebraska Synod, as outlined in 
the Midland College Catalogue, and voted to make the require. 
ments, as stated in the course of study, mandatory starting with 
the Freshman Class of 1953. 


The following men have received grants for the year 1953-1954: 
Victor Schoonover, LaVern Rasmussen, Fred Pederson. 


The committee had a balance of $236.79 on January 1, 1954. 
Respectfully submitted, 
LELAND LESHER, Chairman 


Pastor Paul Wiegman presented the report of the Committee on 
Parish Education. | 


COMMITTEE REPORT ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 


Rev. Paul Wiegman, General Chairman | 


Every synod in our United Lutheran Church in America has 
some type of a Committee on Parish Education. These committees 
act as a channel between the congregations of the synod and the 
Board of Parish Education and between the Board and the congrega- 
tions. In the course of acting as the two-way channel between the 
congregations and the Board, the Committees become a helpful 


evaluating and sifting agency. 


Your synodical committee on parish life and work has organized 
itself and its activities in this manner. The committee passes on to 
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the Board suggestions and criticism from the congregations. Also. 
the committees relays to the congregations the recommendaitons of 
the Board on programs, literature, methods, activities, etc. In this 
way your committee becomes a helpful balance to the congregations 
and the Board. . 


The ultimate goal of parish education in getting persons to 
know, appreciate, and respond to the love of God as it is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord and Saviour. It is also involved in people — people 
of all ages from birth throughout life. 


Naturally your committee functions under the directive given 
by synod. At present, to carry out its responsibilities, your commit- 
tee functions in children’s work, youth work, adult work, leadership 
education, enlistment, audio-visual aids, missionary education, week- 
day and vacation church schools, and summer schools for church 
workers and camps. 


One thing we need to remember is this, the work of the com- 
mittee is the work of the synod and the congregations, not just a 
work for the Board of Parish Education. 


Every synod in the ULCA was represented at a church-wide 
conference on parish education held in Cincinnati, Ohio, January 20 
and 21. Dr. T. J. C. Schuldt and your chairman attended as repre- 
sentatives of Synod. The conference was sponsored by The Board 
of Parish Education and all synodical representation, Dr. Schuldt 
attended as a visitor, rather than as a representative. 


This is the first time that the chairman of all synodical comit- 
tees on parish education and all full-time synodical workers have 


_ met together. It was an inspiring experience to meet with repre- 


sentatives from synods from the Pacific to the Atlantic coast and 
from Canada to Texas, Florida, and the Caribbean. Opportunity 


* was given for everyone to present his peculiar problems through 


group meetings and reports. 


Special addresses were given by Dr. John W. Rilling, President 
of the Board; Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton and Dr. H. Grady Davis, 
members of the Board; Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the 


 U.LC.A.; Drs. Erwin S. Spees, §S. White Rhyne, Pastors Harner 


Middleswarth, W. Kent Gilbert, and Miss Catherine Juram, members 
of the staff. Dr. Paul C. White of New York, the oe Titus R. 
Scholl of California, and the Rev. Joseph W. Inslee of Philadelphia, 
conducted the devotions. Mr. Henry Endress of the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s Movement and Mrs. Jacob L. Lackey, children’s secretary of 


the North Carolina Synod, participated with Miss Juram i 
cussion of the new children’s wey 


The conference attempted to give every one present: 


A oS A. ~ wide vision of the total program of parish 
2. Emphasis upon the wee 
new chil ngs kday church school program and the 
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3. An opportunity to present problems in their own synod. 
4. Arrangements for field work in 1954. _ 


Out of the conference there came a generally recognized need 
for a stronger emphasis in 1954 upon all phases of parish education, 
but especially upon weekday education and the new children’s pro- 
gram. At these two points the parish education forces of the church 


will be working especially during the coming year. 


The Board of Parish education has completed a first draft of 
an outline of basic principles and program for the congregations, 
the synods, and the Board of Parish Education. The outline has 
been received for study during 1954. It is being offered for re- 
view to all pastors, to outstanding and interested laymen, and to 
professional religious educators. A copy will be sent to those who 
agree to review the document and send reactions to the Board. Dur- 
ing the year the Board will review all suggestions and criticisms, 
revise the outline, and present the revised outline to the December 
meeting of the Board for approval. The Board seeks the participa- 
tion of all leaders in a study of the plan. 


Date and place for a regional conference on parish education 
for the western synods has been set for Denver, Colorado, June 17 
and 18. Pastors Henry J. Goede, Vernon Jacobs, and Ralph E. 
Rangeler are included in the program in one way or another. 


A series of meetings with all synodical committees on parish 
education was arranged during the late winter and early spring. Our 
committee on parish life and work met with the Midwest Synod 
committee on parish education in Lincoln on February 25. Your 
chairman was ill at the time and Dr. Schuldt asked Pastor Range- 
ler to serve as temporary chairman of the committee in my absence. 
At this meeting the committees were asked to consider, in addi- 
tion to their own immediate programs, the following: 


a. The Unified Study. 


b. New ventures in parish education, especially the week- 
day church school and the new children’s program. 


ec. Arrangements for field work. 
d. Organization and program of the synodical committees. 


e. Reports for synods. | 
f. Program for Regional Conferences on Parish Education. 


Representative of the Board attending this meeting was Dr. Er- 
win S. Spees. | 


The special emphasis in field work for 1954 is the weekday | 
church school and the children’s program. Arrangements were 
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56 
made for an itinerary to incude both the Midwest and Nebraska 
Synods sometime next fall. Details will be forthcoming. 

Two conferences for public and private school teachers will be 
held this summer. The first at Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio, August 5 through 12, and the second at Susquehanna Universi- 
ty, Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania, August 14 through 21. Congregations 
are urged to encourage the public and private school teachers in 
their midst to attend. Pastors are asked to furinsh the Board with 
names and addresses of all public and private school teachers in 
order that information concerning the conferences may be sent to 
them. 


The theme for Parish Education Month for September 1954 
is— That They May Have Life. The purpose of the emphasis is to 
encourage congregations to teach toward the goal of Christian living. 


| Audio-visual aids suggested for use with the Christian Growth 
Series and the Augsburg Uniform Series are published in the Pas- 


tor’s Desk Book each issue. Laymen may receive copies on request 


to The Board of Parish Education. This year the Board offers the 
filmstrips — The Book in Your Hand, with recordings. It tells the 
story of how weekday church school texts are prepared and how the 
Board will help congregations start and improve their weekday 
church schools. The filmstrips, and many other audio-visual aids, are 
oe our depository — Central Lutheran Seminary, Fremont, 


With appreciation for the fine cooperation members of Synod 
have always given to this Committee, I humbly submit this report. 


PAUL C. WIEGMAN 


WOMEN OF THE CHURCH SECTION OF COMMITTEE 
ON PARISH LIFE AND WORK 


The President of the Women’s Missionary Society and her 
Executive Board are to be commended upon their excellent guidance 
of the women of the Synod in the matter of spiritual life. 


The Women’s Missionary Society is an active group. They do 
things. They inspire the church to greater accomplishments for 
Christ and His Kingdom. 


Through the leadership of the WMS the congregations of Synod 
are bearing fruit. As each member of the WMS offers her time, 
talent, effort, and service to her Master and congregation so shall 
= indifferent members become more active in every phase of 


In the spirit of prayer and work the Women of the Church are 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE P. KREBS 


advancing in Christian activity. 
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MEN OF THE CHURCH (Brotherhood) 
PARISH LIFE AND WORK COMMITTEE - 1953-54 


nder the capable leadership of the officers of our Synodical 
erhood, a program of steady growth and activity has been 
Men of the Church are increasingly becoming the strong arm of 
the church under Christ. It is the aim of the Synodical Brotherhood 
to enlist more men who will serve their Lord and their Church in 
positions of lay leadership and responsibility. It is a known fact 


such service may best be rendered by means of an organized pro- 
gram such as that offered by the Brotherhood. 


There are currently twenty-three active Brotherhoods in the 
Recommendations— 
Thet ait pertehes sock to moke to Gyacd, existing men 


power - wherever possible through the organized efforts of a Broth- 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY J. GOEDE 


Synodically appointed re- 
presentative, Exec. Comm. 


4 


‘THE CHURCH SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


Once more we are very happy to give the “Report of the Church 
School Department of the Parish Life and Work Committee of our 


, The theme for Parish Education Month for September 1954 
“That They May Have Life.” The purpose of the emphasis is 
encourage congregations to teach toward the goal of Christian 


living. 


The 1954 series of “Suggestions and Themes for Sunday School 
Converitions” has been prepared and can be obtained for the writ- 
ing. Please read the March 1954 printing of items for “Desk Book” 
entitled “Guide to Principles Governing Local Interdenominational 
Relationships of ULCA Congregations, their Auxiliaries and Min- 
isters.” 


The following statistics are very interesting as to the work of 
our department. 


erhood. 

ynod. 
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Total Sunday School ULCA Enrollment 
low point in 1944 733,837 
high point in 1952 908,278 
gain of 177,441 or 19.6% 
Total Sunday School NEBR Enrollment 3 ; 
low point in 1944 6,402 
high point in 1952 7,764 
1,368 or 21.8% 


Which showed our Nebraska enrollment 1.7% over 
ULCA for same period. 


Baptized membership in U.L.C.A., 
1944 


1,787,025 
1952 2,087,945 | 
gain of 300,920 or 14.4% 
Baptized membership in Nebraska 
1944 31,622 
1952 36,319 


gain of 4,697 or 14.8% 
Which showed our Nebraska Baptized Membership 0.4% 
over ULCA for same period. 

Gains for one year in ULCA Sunday School: 


1951 884,285 
gain of 23,993 or 2.6% 
1951 7,584 
1952 7,764 
gain of | | 180 or 2.4% 


‘Which showed our Nebraska gain to be 0:2% under the 
ULCA average. 


Estimated population increase for the same period - 1.7% 


Approximately 4,000,000 babies are born every year. There 
were in 1940. children under 5 years of age in 1950 than there 
were 


Every congregation needs to be aware of its sastinsing re- 


sponsibility toward unchurched persons within the area of its par- 


ish. Enlistment must be a definite part of every congregation’s 


Parish Education program. This means enlistment for all the 
church schools and Sunday School only. 
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A good parish education program is in itself an effective en- 
listment aid. Every congregation will want to use every legitimate 
means available to strengthen and _— its total program of 
parish education. 


on the “Evaluation” meetings of last fall were both 
favorable and unfavorable, with many not expressing their senti- 
ments. | 


The Mid-West Regional Conference on Parish Education will 
be held at the Chicago Seminary on June 15 and 16, 1954. 


The Augsburg Uniform Series, the Christian Growth Series, 
the three hymnals, and other standard teaching materials are being 
continued. The Board is ready to help congregations interpret and 
use effectively all of the materials published. A number of new 
texts have been prepared in the Lutheran Leadership Education 
Series and in the Faith and Action Series. These materials furnish 
elective courses for young people and adults. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLARENCE M. ALEXANDER 


Pastor Ralph Rangeler reported on behalf of the Synodieal 


er League. 


YOUTH OF THE CHURCH SECTION 


The LUTHER LEAGUE is the official\ auxiliary of the Church 
for the Youth of the Church. The State League is an effective or- 
ganization, seeking to promote the League work in the Congregation. 
Leadership includes Willis Cramer, President; Ted Schuldt, Vice- 


President; Rilla Graham, Recording Secretary; Marlene Kuhlman, 
Statistical Secretary and Lyle Fodnes, Treasurer. Pastoral Advisor 


is Pastor Slice. 


\ 
District Organizations arrange for district rallies and other activ- 
ities. The 1953 State Convention = held last October in Omaha, 


Kountze Memorial League being the host League. 


The Youth Section of Midland Assembly is worthy of mention, 


attendance at this youth program being encouraged by the granting 
of two youth Scholarships for each Congregation contributing $50.00 
or more to the support of the Assembly program. 


The 1953 Synodical Youth Camp was crowded with boys and 
girls, and presented an effective program under the able leadership 
of Pastor Pinkall. This camp program merits the interest and sup- 


of all our Congregations. 
Respectfully submitted, 
R. E. RANGELER 


= 
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Pastor Ralph Rangeler presented the report of the Synodical 
Youth Camp. | | 


NEBRASKA SYNODICAL YOUTH CAMP 


The Nebraska Synodical Youth Camp was held at Camp Sheldon; 
Columbus, Nebraska, August 16-21, 1953. There were 180 Campers 
attending all of Camp period. Two Bible Study periods were held 
each morning under the direction of leaders of our Church. A 
special session was also held each morning for all Campers on our © 
Church at work. An hour’s rest period was insisted upon for each 
Camper in the afternoon. Most of the afternoons were open for 
activities under the direction of the Y.M.C.A. A music session 


was held each afternoon. Moving pictures were shown in the even- 


ings and inspirational talks held at the Campfire. 


Increased interest is being shown by our churches for more | 
youth camps. | | 


: Financial Report of Youth Camp 


Cash received from campers _ $2612.90 
Total Expended | 2257.80 
Balance over Expenditures $ 354.10 


| A. H. PINKALL, Camp Director 
REPORT OF THE CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH 
1953 


Three months have passed since the eventful day, October 1, 
1953 when the new Children’s Program of U. L. C. A. went into oper- 
ation. Many churches in the U. L. C. A. adopted it immediately and 
are enthusiastic about the plan. Since then congregations have been 
planning for January 1, 1954— the beginning of the Unified Child-— 
ren’s Budget. The program is excellent; it is working well in con- 
gregations in the U. L. C. A. Where it is being tried; it has a 


- wealth of possibilities for the future. 


In planning, it is wollte have at hand samples of the Weekday 
Church School Series—grades 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. Also the Children’s 


‘Club Program Kit—grades 1-6 ($2.00) and the Children’s Activity 


Program Kit Pre-School, ($2.00) 


The Free will offerings of our Nebraska Synod Children’s 
Groups have again reached the highest mark of $485.00 for 1953. 
But the former Children of the Church Program as such is no more. 
Under the new Unified Children’s Budget, all children’s offerings 
will go into the treasury of the local congregation. 


The new vacation church school courses for 1954 are ready. A 
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complete packet with samples for the nursery through the adult 
department can be ordered for $1.60. The March 1954 Parish 
School Magazine is again filled with splendid ideas for conducting 
Vacation Church Schools. 


Junior Assembly will be held in conjunction: with Midland As- 
sembly, August 8-13. Again, the children have opportunity to meet 
missionaries, deaconesses, and other great church leaders in person. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MRS. GEORGE SANDERS 
MISS AMANDA JORN . 


Mr. H. A. Zethren reported on behalf of the Synodical Brother 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
NEBRASKA SYNODICAL BROTHERHOOD | 
OF THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 


The Nebraska Synodical Brotherhood has completed another year 
as a working arm of the church and we feel that God has richly bless- 
ed us in the opportunities for service he has placed before us. Our 
emphasis has continued to be one of cooperative and leadership activi- 
ty in the overall program of our church. We have continued to work 
with and support our Pastors in the Evangelical program of our par- 
ishes, recognizing that an opportunity should be extended to all 
to share in the blessings of God’s Kingdom. 


The Brotherhood has again supplied leadership and active partici- 
pation in the Stewardship program of the church, both at the Synodi- 
cal and the local congregation levels. We realize the challenge facing 
the church to day and the necessary part our Stewardship program 
plays in meeting this challenge We have, accordingly, tried to supply 
the enthusiasm, understanding and energy to implement this program 
to its fullest extent. 


We are happy to announce that two new Brotherhood groups have 
been organized and chartered during the year, one at United luther. 
an Church of Columbus and one at First Lutheran Church of North 
Platte. We express our sincere thanks to Rev. Karl Giystad and to 
oe John Rupley, Jr. for their active cooperation and leadership in 


One of the big steps in the forward program of our Brotherhood 
during the past year was the establishment of two annual Nebraska 
Synodical Brotherhood Scholarship Awards. These awards, in the 
amount of $150 each, are given to two deserving Lutheran young men 
to assist them in carrying on their educational program at our great 
church schools, Midland College and Central Theological Seminary. 
to better prepare them for Christian leadership activity in life. 


i 
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The final program of the year was the Brotherhood sponsorship 
of a tribute to our beloved President of Synod, Dr. Theodore J. C. 
Schuldt. This tribute involved the raising of a $1,000 sum to be pre- 
sented in his name to Central Theological Seminary toward retire- 
| ment of its chapel indebtedness. This insures Dr. Schuldt’s name a 
=i and prominent place on a special plaque to be hung in the 
‘narthex of the chapel. 
| Your Brotherhood, thankful for its opportunity of service in the 
extension of God’s Kingdom, and ever mindful of the great need for 
Christian leadership in the world today, pledges itself to full coopera- 
tive effort in the “Program of the Church.” The church’s program 


is Our program. | 
: Respectfully submitted, 
H. A. ZETHREN, President 
Nebr. Synodical Brotherhood 
| Pastor J. E. Messer presented a report on the Midland Assembly. 


MIDLAND ASSEMBLY REPORT 


The 1953 Midland Assembly was held on the campus of Midland 
College August 9th to 14th. The usual fine staff was assembled 
a to teach the Credit Courses. 41 Credit Course cards were issued at 
‘ the closing session of the Assembly, 


Bis, Two new features of the program merit special mention. They 
are namely: The Youth Program and the Pastor’s Hour. | 


Sixty young people representing the best leadership potential 
of their respective Parishes were present for the Youth Program. 
The Youth Program consists of two study courses, visits to points of 
interest in Fremont and in recreation. The program was ably 
supervised and promises to become one of the fine features of the 
Assembly. Local Congregations are encouraged to send only young 
people who are potential leaders. It should be pointed out to the 
young persons sent that this is a leadership training course and not 
a camping program. 


The second new feature of the 53 Assembly was the enlarge- 
ment of the Pastor’s Hour Program. For the first time the lectures 
for Pastors were sponsored jointly by the Midland Assembly and 
Central Seminary. Lectures were held at the Seminary. Two visit- 
ing lecturers were provided. One each by the Assembly Board and 
Central Seminary. A member of the Seminary faculty was a third 
lecturer. This battery of lecturers composed a fine and stimulating 
i series of lectures for Pastors. The series was well attended. Its fu- 
; ture is to be encouraged. 


q The Synodical Missionary Society Convention was again held, 
4 in conjunction with the Assembly. One of the high-lights of the 
if Convention was the banquet held on Thursday evening. The ban- 
by Dr. Charles L. Hill, President of Wilberforce 
was 

brought to the Pastor’s Hour Program by 
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The “2 for 50” plan has found wide favor. Last year sixteen 
Parishes participated in the plan. Although costs have increased, 
the plan will operate on the same basis for 1954. A Parish contribu- 
ting $50.00 or more to the Assembly program is entitled to send two 
of its young people free. The total receipts for 1953 were $1,924.38. 
Total expenses were $2,161.69. Balance on hand October 1, 1953 
was $125.21. The Assembly is financed each year val contributions 
from Church Councils and Church Auxiliaries. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. ERNEST MESSER, Pres. 


Pastor E. Switzer reported on Leadership Education Work in the 
Synod. | 
REPORT OF LEADERSHIP EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 


An unceasing effort should constantly be made to train Sunday 
School staff members, and the other leaders in the congregation, so 
that they may better teach the saving Gospel of Christ to their pupils, 
and be better leaders in the organizations of the congregation. 


At least a dozen churches in the Nebraska Synod had Leadership 
Education courses during the year with five of them having separate 
meetings apart from their Sunday School Workers’ Conference each 
month. They are the following: Homer, Hooper, Hubbard, Nebraska 
City, and North Platte. Redeemer Church, Omaha, is planning a 
Leadership Training class for young people to be held during their 
Sunday School hour. — 


Six churches have their Leadership Education courses in connec- 
tion with their Sunday School Workers’ Conference each month. They 
are: Auburn, Emerson, Grand Island, St. Luke’s in Omaha, Rising City, 
and Wayne. Alliance has theirs in connection with their Sunday 
School Workers’ Conference twice a month, at which time the Pastor 
prepares the teachers for the teaching of the next two Sunday School | 
lessons. Salem Church, Dakota City, is starting theirs in connection 
with their Sunday School Workers’ Conference in the spring of 1954. 


Inter-church leadership training schools were held in Beatrice, 
Falls City, and South Omaha. 


Several of the congregations use study books at their Council 
meetings. | 


Leadership Education courses were offered at Midland Assembly 
and at the Luther League camp last summer. 


Pastor Albert J. Shandrick, Librarian at Central Seminary, is in 
charge of the Synod’s film depository; and he has prepared an up-to- 
date list of the films, filmstrips, and records on hand for your use. 


* 
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| News ones on the list are: “The Book in Your Hand” (filmstrip and 78 
t RPM record) and “Share Christ Today” (filmstrip and record). 
| Respectfully submitted, 
| | ERNEST W. SWITZER, Chairman 
| REV. ED ROHLFING 
t REV. WILFRED HENNING 
PROF. RALPH HANKEY 
i 
i President’s Report. 
i REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
: We heartily commend our President and express our deep ap- 
preciation for his devotion and service to Synod and the Church of 
Christ during the past year. — ‘ 
| Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY DUMLER, Chairman 
| ROBERT GASTON 
RAY BERKEY 
Pastor Henry Dumler presented the report of the Nebraska 
Town and Country Church Commission. 


NEBRASKA TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH COMMISSION 


The Nebraska Town and Country Church Commission was held 
at the University of Nebraska, College of Agriculture on Wednesday 
and Thursday, January 13: and 14, in the Activities Building. Among 
the speakers were, Rev. Herbert E. Stotts, President of Iliff School 
of Theology, Denver, Colorado; and Dr. L. Ludwig, Capital Seminary, 
Columbus, Ohio. An all Lutheran Dinner was served Wednesday 
evening at the Lutheran Student Center. Dr. L. Ludwig was the 
feature speaker. Others, specialists in the field of soil, family farms, 
and community problems, all related to the rural parish, gave new 


stimulus and impetus. | 
Respectfully Submitted, 
HENRY DUMLER > | 
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Pastor Paul Wiegman presented the report of the Committee on 


Resolutions. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


WHEREAS the Lord has signally blessed the work of His servants 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska, be it.. 


RESOLVED that the delegates assembled at the Eighty Second 
Convention of the same Synod humbly and gratefully bow before God, 
the Giver of all good gifts and pray for His continued blessing upon 
the laborers and their labor in the vineyard of our Lord. 


Be it further RESOLVED ... 


That the delegates assembled in Convention recognize the faith- 
ful service of President T. J. C. Schuldt has rendered to the Synod in 
his term of office. The dignity with which he graced the office, the 
gentleness with which he administered the affairs of Synod, and the 
many things that he did for the furtherance of the interests of the 
Kingdom of God that were beyond the call of duty, are recognized as 
tokens of his Christian character. The prayerful good wishes of the 
Church will accompany him in all his endeavors as well as those as- 
sociated with him in their respective offices, Dr. A. W. Young, Dr. 
F. E. Wood, and Rev. M. B. Simon. 


WHEREAS the Convention benefited so greatly by the inspiration- 
al messages brought by the Rev. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of 
the United Lutheran Church in =" and Representative of ha 
Executive Board, ULCA, be it. 


RESOLVED that a letter of appreciation be sent by our Synodical 
Secretary to the Secretary of the ULCA for the ULCA Executive 


Board’s part in assigning Dr. Fry to our Convention. 


WHEREAS the First Evangelical Lutheran Church of North 
Platte, Nebraska, and Pastor John B. Rupley, Jr., have been such 
gracious hosts to the Convention of Synod, be it.. 


RESOLVED that the Synodical Secretary convey the sentiments 
of the delegates (by letter) to the members of the First Lutheran 
Church, North Platte, en gy and the Pastor, John B. Rupley, Jr. 

Be it further RESOLVED. 


That Synod express its appreciation to Pastor J. B. Rupley, Jr., 
‘Pastor R. E. Rangeler, and Mr. J. Adam Reinemund for their faithful 
services as the publicity committee for this Convention. 


That Synod convey thanks to the North Platte Daily Telegram for 
the excellent cooperation of its staff in the handling of Convention 


er. 


fe 


| 
news. 
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» That Synod convey its thanks to radio stations for the courtesy 
i extended in the handling of convention features. 
| Respectfully submitted, 

C. M. ALEXANDER - 


PAUL WIEGMAN 
DAVID R. WARNER 


A motion prevailed that Resolutions be adopted as presented. 


. Pastor Samuel Jensen reported for the Committee on Leave of 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


The following delegates have requested that their absence at the 
synod convention be excused at the sessions indicated: 


Pastors: W. A. Klink, Carl Kemper and W. P. Hieronymus at all 


_ sessions; Robert Lesher and L. C. Weitzenkamp and Arthur Pinkall, all 


Wednesday sessions, and all missionaries and chaplains at all sessions. 


Laymen: W. Hasebrook, Monday afternoon and evening and John 
Lamberty, Wednesday afternoon, and John Langmacher, Tuesday af- 
ternoon, evening and Wednesday sessions. 


Respectfully submitted, 


SAMUEL W. JENSEN 
E. C. MORTENSEN 
FRED PEDERSEN 


_ The report was adopted. 
The following Resolution was presented: 


Resolved that, if the proposed merger of synod is consummated, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska call upon its pastors and 
congregations for a liberal thankoffering on June 13, 1954, the first 
Lord’s Day after the formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in 
the Central States, in order to supply the needed funds to launch the 
life of the new synod effectively. 


- The above resolution was adopted. 
A motion prevailed that items of unfinished business and any item 


_in connection with the merger be referred to the Executive Committee 


with power to act. 


_ Tellers reported the following Clerical Alternate delegates to the 
United Lutheran Church Conventions: Pastors George Krebs, Paul C. 
ba Henry Dumler, Henry Goede, Samuel Jensen and R. R. 

e 


It was moved and seconded that the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Nebraska do now adjourn to reassemble on June 8, 1954 at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Missouri, in joint session with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Midwest and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Kansas and Adjacent States for the purpose of 
merging this synod with the other two aforementioned synods and so 
organizing the renee Lutheran Synod in the Central States. 


The motion was adopted. 
Synod war closed withthe Order for closing of Synod. 


ALFRED W. YOUNG, Secretary 
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Church School Committee 


mmittee on Congregations and Parishes 


Correspondent to The Lutheran 
Examining Committee 


Executive Committee 


ign Missions Committee 


ome Missions Committee = 


Committee on History 


Committee on Leave of Absence 


dership Education Department 
theran World Action _ 


= 


theran Student Foundation, Inc. 


Men of the Church (Brotherhood) 
e Merger Committee 
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Midland College to the Nebraska Synod 


Report of the Committee on Ministerial Education 


Report of the Ministerial Pensions Committee 


Report of Nebraska Lutheran Social Service 


Annual Report of the Nebraska Synodical Brotherhood 


Report of the Committee on Parish Life and Work 


Report of the President 


Report of Committee on President’s Report __ 


Report of the Committee on Promoting 
Subscriptions to The Lutheran 


Report of the Committee on Publications 


Report of the Committee on Resolutions 


Report of Social Missions Committee 


Report of the Statistician 


Report of Stewardship Committee 


Report of Committee on Student Work 


Report of Synodical Paper 


Report of the Treasurer, 1953 


Report of the Women of the Church Section of 


Committee on Parish Life and Work 


Report of Youth of the Church Section 


i. 
| — INDEX — 
| 
; 
‘ 
| 
Report on Nebraska Synodical Youth Camp 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF NEBRASKA 
SPECIAL STA1 
MEMBERSILIP EDUCATION Needed by the Pariah 
CHILD MEMBERS ADULT MEMBERS HIGHER and Church Sch. Bd, 
“eek - 
Accessions Lowes Accessions Losses Sunday Schools Schools 1 
4 ~ = == 3 = 
17 Grand Island, St. Paul’s -.---. 3457 2156 1746 100 100-.. 3... 3 97 _.{ 43125 92° i 261 18 32 
21 Homer St Paul’s 571 359 136 18 6 — 6 18 15 14 36 1 17 41 1 43 10 22 i 1 
1440 1063 846 42 25 67 20 2 36 “47 20 “97 “6% “i20 10 67 119 1 48 "376 “30 130 ~ ~~ 777 772 7 2. 62626 1 2 1 
40 Potter, First 210 130 120 7 15 1 1 14 & 2 12 2 2 11 58 i8 58 . 5 3 41 41 1 
41 Rising Citv. First 294 210 138 4 --- 5 6 ... 11 6 -.- 13 2 3 3 «aa 
44 Snyder, Immanuel 87 43 30 Wace § 2 -.. -.- 2 18 4646 .. 1 1 
49 Sutherland. Grace 188 BS - SS 
Veron, St. Mark's 248 173 147 --= --- 9 -- 7 1 6 50 16 6523 483 
58 York, First $36 214 122 2 8153 143 1878 5 24 217 15 524 1012 10 86 305 1053 8 48. 40 405 
2 157 231 744 690 121 1786 219 720 378 1317 55 121 2 “50a a7 1953 ~~ 11 €3 40 448 
36162 34409 10479 508 1604 407 34 G17 1394 730 46 0G 767 706 206 1885 197 502 656 1445 59 1156 7704 181 17701 1 31 443 1173 11 
78 178 256 37 -.. 306 412 147 207 _.. 23 16 86 60 --- --- 
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN ab fa OF NEBRASKA 
ADDIKESS MEMBERSHIP 
s _ BAPTIZED CONFIRMED | COMMUNING 
3 Gain 
Pastor Se or Loss 
Fastoral 1953 3 

Charge Congregation | Geographical Location County As of December 31, 
| (City or Town) =) 

Allen Ailen, Nebr. ~_.-....6 M. B. Simon ------------- 
2 Alliance it. John's 1960 sth and Black Hill Sire. Box. ‘Butte Vernon Jacobs ------ 59 
3 Auburn ------- Paul's 1884 Cor. 2ist and O Strs. ~-Nemaha at J. N, Slice, 5 
4 Leatrice United 1884 214 No. Oth Gage J Ralph Liangeter 254 61 5 

5 Lellevue .. Linman 1044 2402 Franklin Surpy 4 Robert Leland eae, oe --- 6 
Benedict Zion Benelict, N Yor 6 W. H, Saar - 280 

7 Broadwater >fessiah 1935 Broadwater, ' . _.6 E. C. Mortensen ~--------- a 

9 Dakota ~~~ Hickory St. 15th ...Vakota \@ ant 10 
10 Dakota City -.-Salem 1872 Highway 3 Dakota v Ernest ‘Switzer --- 

west of Dak, 

11 Dalton Tri 1913 Dalton, Nebr Cheyenne ....-5 John B. Bupley, DD. Se. 
12 Davenport -....Christ’s Lutheran Davenport, Heory -- 13 
13 ile Trinity 1892 Eagle, Caas ¢ Foster L. Cress ----- 61 
14 rson St 1911 2nd and State Dixon 5 Ciusence Alexander 857 12 15 

35 Fallx City St. Paul's 1913 320 W. Richardson J. Ernest Messer 1019 

36 1902 401 Military Fredrick Boldt, D. D. --- 1 16 
17 Grand Is .St. Paul's 1882 Second and Cedar StrecHal 2 Harvey Cl - E 3457 306 --- 17 
18 Gurley Grace 1916 Gurley, ye Gomann, M.A. S.T.M. 86312 18 
10 Hampton -......hmmanuel 19° Ham Hamilton aa 1 19 
20 Hardy St. Paul 1881 Hardy Vacant B 112 .... 18 20 
21 Homer ....---St. Faul -........-1 Homer Dakota E. F. Rohlfing .....-----.--K 571 18 21 
22 Hoo Grace ... 1915 Elk and Spring Streets ._Dodge Samuel W. lense -...------ EK 22 
24 Leigh St. John’s 1919 Leigh Colfax L. C. Wel 24 
25 190¢ Lewellen Garden Vacant 5 
26 Lin coln Grace 1890 2225 Washington Lan 1 Leland Lesher, D.D. -----B 1440 21 6 
27 McCool Junction First 1» MeCool Junction York © Robert Gaston ........-M 2623 27 
28 Nebraska City -First 1866 Third Corso and 9th Str. Otoe 4 Leo 478 39 ... 28 
29 North Platte ~-1870 Sth & Sycamore St. Lincoln John B. Rupley, Jr. 36 ... 29 
30 Omaha First English 1007 2547 N. G2nd St. ......louglas -.....-l1 Robert J. Haut 30 
Omaha 1889 1326 So. Str. ....Dougias .......! Henry Goede 31 

untze Memorial ..1858 2650 Farnam Street —...- Douglas Walter H. Traube, D.D. =e by a 32 

33 Omaha -........Luther Memorial  -.1936 5217 Seward 8t. las 1 

35 Omaha St. Luke's 1905 2315 I. Street Douglas -.......1 A. H. Pinkall 35 
36 Omaha -St. Matthew 1952 80th Walnut St. -.--.Dongian Gustav K. Huf 201 
37 kosh Mark's Oahtkoah Vacant 267 10 36 
38 Paxton - -1902 Paxton Keith 5 Vacant 409 
39 Ponca Ponca Dixon ~ Paul Wi B 39 
40 Potter 1893 Potter Chey Paul E. Janson yr 
41 Rising English 1881 Rising City Butier Vacant C 294 "37 41 
42 Scribner United 1935 Scribner 5 Raymond R. Pfeiffer 390 23 
43 Sidney -......_Iloly Trinity Tenth Ave and Linden Cheyenne 4 flenry T. Monnich = 
44 Snyder Emmanuel 1899 Snyder ...Dodge ...------6 Raymond R. Pfeiff 
Sioux City -First 192 and A Street -.....-Dakota Francis A. 

6 19230 Spencer Boyd Wilfred H. Henning 86939 
47 Stamford ui 1 Stamford Harlan Vacant BE 237 13 | 46 
48 Stella Trinity 18M] Stella Richardson .---6 Vacant 
29 Sutherland __-_Grace 1905 Sutherland Lincoln 5 Vacant B98 49 
51 amah Emmanuel 877 12th and L Streets _5 Vacant 387 49 
52 Verdon. t. Joba's 893 11 Miles east of ----6 Vacant 
Verdoa St. Mark's 883 3.114 miles SE. of Ver Vacant 61 
G4 alton ~~-Grace 1916 Walton ------6 Foster L. (Cress 52 

Wayne Paul's 188? th and Pearl Streste Wayne t W. G. Volker 

Point .....Grace 1874 West ming George Krebs 54 

58 York Center Aves. | 57 

United 1903 8th Grant York ---4 Robert E. Gaston 

1953 Totals | .... 17 8... #2... 58 
1952 Totals 37214 1229 334 24937 680211 17251 1097 295 1953 
Increase eae Pastors €7 36319 1289 585 24471 793351 16479 751 288 1952 
Decrease 4 «eae 346 7 Ine. 
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GROUP ORGANIZATIONS FINANCIAL 
| Mixed |Y’g People; VALUATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY Congregationa) Expenses CONGREGATIONAL BENEVOLENCE 
UNAPPORTIONED Apportioned 
el 3 
2119 14 40 1 14 1 «+14 «£72000 82000 47784 4795 6793 11588 55 258 338 1375 1006 £41434 
S 2: 1 55 1 40 1 25 20000 6000 40825 i aes 7876 27 7v03 83 66 75 203 863 1290 44 4344 
_ 1 15 25000 9000 34000 14700 4438 1330 6768 ...... 145 26 35 75 280 571 571 851 
we con 3000 81 121 6 67 275 1279 603 878 
8500 2614 1748 4362 18 217 237 #41216 553 
1 15 72000 16000 88000 12275 6814 3283 10097 78 20 86 251 196 931 1638 1640 £2571 
12 1 15 75000 10000 5837 500 6346 ..... 65 35 114 601 815 2748 #=2372 #£=3187 
SRS aa 4 1190 1 30 1 #15 150000 8000 158000 19500 9021 33962 42983 265 65 _... 166 1229 1724 4566 4566 6290 
2 2: 23: 3 5 92 178000 15000 22375 1502 23877 815 739 124 1148 3274 6100 9725 10314 16414 
4 20000 25333 1515 1160 _... 770 1953 5398 14403 14439 19837 
2 1 20000 5000 3240 72 136 60 87 283 465 397 680 
2 44 £25000 4582 1108 5690 169 308 10 136 327 6.1300 1200 2250 
1 45 32000 3430 41930 8450 54 107 _... 128 940 1229 3478 3006 4295 
2 56 1 16 1 416 £15000 10000 1200 26200 3710 2009 #45719 19 2 =... 128 32664 S886 3080 1218 1974, 
8 2000 343000 35507 21671 11446 33117 691 818 50 1253 3032 5844 8297 14441 
26 1 23 3506: 10006 3052 219 3271 19 9 4 89 228 349 1063 71 3140 
29 1 39 20 368 1 50 7 187 250000 £10000 75000 ____- 3000 338000 25000 30538 8675 39213 48 1989 238 575 1873 4723 11907 11252 150975 
2 80 1 32 2 60 #£«30000 14485 455 14940 150 204 550 920 3171 2086 #30n6 
6000 166000 7068 9024 2007 11121 150 294 311 4175 #41752 #2682 ##$3065 #2065 £56747 
4 @6 15000 692502 ____.- 44101 2562 783 2311 2219 864 4150 10327 21542° 22176 32503 
79750 132250 35500 9521 16866 26387 85 917 16 377 12395 1902 2289 3684> 
1: 90! 13387 19348 2601 21949 55 650 216 1456 2683 8942 6339 9022 
2 8 8 7500 232873 .....- 22487 6372 28859 1592 150 193 122 1375 3432 7458 7668 11100 
1 15 18000 21000 39000 17870 4368 1232 5600 1 15 15 CO 748 1060 1800 
1 14 #4§0000 55500 1050 396 45 2 383 972 72 1255 
1 16 £60000 65000 4425 95 4520 852 493 143 80 161 1729 1221 
. $3 111 1 80:1 18 15000 £10000 4500 29500 ______ 7761 292 8053 87 270 172 344 384 1257 3224 2535 #3792 
ium 11379 1040 12419 181 40 1 225 1281 1768 4556 4557 ‘6325 
5000 2000 10000 ...... 3465 3246 £6711 69 OF 32 323 # £1131 901 1407 
8 10000 12000 _____ 4178... 3300 2766 1230 6.3494 18 33 «82 28 27% 436 1311 1186 1622 
2 43 45000 20000 7287 1085 8372 673 280 65 324 41174 #%2416 San2 8018 
58 1 15 2 15000 5000 232 3649 1292 4941 90 54 267 438 1247 1347 1785 
53 23 475 127 4656 27 969 76 1439 3178821 456194 95000 30077 260086 4021078 249641 436364 154316 590680 9537 12360 4754 9537 38164 74352 168855 155409 229761 
‘52 23 §29 125 4542 24 7230 79 1497 2908642 431260 95000 22081 151598 3609581 210593 409754 282827 692581 14413 10315 3784 9428 33470 71410 155243 135243 206653 


12068 11 
4 9533 12 
| 1223 13 
4 13722 14 
40273 15 
40291 16 
i 45170 17 
3225 19 
j 4492 20 
7940 21 
: 12745 22 
2006 23 
7493 24 
4157 25 
47558 26 
4411 27 
S088 28 
18546 
79166 32 
20071 33 
20071 34 
29959 35 
7400 36 
2006 27 
q 7895 38 
4 8788 39 
10724 40 
41 
31505 42 
11845 43 
18744 45 
8118 46 
47 
1207 48 
1288 49 
| 7257 50 
5316 52 
2226 53 
54 
14290 55 
3557 56 
8299 57 
6726 58 
; 820441 
899234 "52 
78793 Dee 
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ARTICLE ONE 
THE SYNOD 


Section I. The Name and Territory 
The name and title of the church body organized under this con- 
stitution shall be The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central 
States. The territory of this Synod shall be the States of Arkan- 
sas, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and that portion of the State 
of Missouri which lies west of the ninety-second principal meridian. 


? Section II—The Doctrinal Basis 

2, This. Synod. vecetven and the Geriptures of 
Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God, and as the 
only infallible rule and standard of faith and practice according to 
which all doctrines and teachers are to be judged. _ 

2. This Synod accepts the three ecumenical creeds — namely, 
the Apostles, the Nicene, and the Athanasian — as important testi- | 
Scriptures, and rejects all errors which 
they condemn. 

& This Byncd receives. and hole the 
ffession as a correct exhibition of the faith and doctrine of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, founded upon the word of God; and 
acknowledges all churches that sincerely hold and faithfully confeas 
the doctrines of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be entitled 
‘to the name of Evangelical Lutheran. 

4. This Synod recognizes the Apology of the Augsburg Confes- 
sion, the Smalkald Articles, the Large and Small Catechisms of 
Luther, and the Formula of Concord, as in the harmony of one 
and the same pure scriptural faith. : 3 


Section III—The Membership 

1. This Synod shall consist of ordained ministers and congrega- — 
tions in unity with the doctrinal basis set forth in Section II, re- 
ceived into membership as hereinafter provided. 

2. Any Evangelical Lutheran minister who has applied for 
admission and has accepted this constitution with its doctrinal 
basis, and whose application has the approval of the examining 
committee, may be received into membership in the manner here- 
inafter provided. 

3. Other ministerial members may be received by ordination, 
transfer, or as hereinafter provided. 

4. Any congregation located within the limits of the territory ‘of 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION OF 
THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD ) 
IN THE CENTRAL STATES : 
| 


this Synod as defined in this’ constitution may, upon approval of the 
executive committee, be received into membership by a majority 
vote at any regular convention. 


Section IV—Object, Duties, and Powers 


In accordance with the doctrinal basis set forth in Section I of 
this article, and in full accord with the Constitution of The United 
Latheran Church in America, this body recognizes that all power in 
the church belongs to our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Head of the 
‘Church; and all just duties and powers exercised by the church are 
committed to her for the furtherance of the Gospel through the 
Word and the Sacraments. Therefore this body is organized: 

1, To preserve and extend the pure teaching of the Gospel and 
the right administration of the Sacraments (Eph. 5:5), (Augsburg 
Confession Article VII); 
"2. Bo conserve the unity of the true faith (Eph. 4:2-16; I Cor. 
1:10); to guard against any departure therefrom (Rom. 16:17); 


general interests of the church, and to develop and 
specific Lutheran principles and practises and make 


; 

' §. To awaken, co-ordinate, and direct and supervise 
the united energies of the congregations in such operations as the 
following: 


(a) The training of ministers and teachers to be witnesses of 


(b) ‘The exension of the Kingdom of God by the support of home, 
foreign, and social missions, under the administration and func- 
tions of The United Lutheran Church in America; 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 
and to strengthen the congregations in faith, confession, and the 
| promotion of the Kingdom of God; 
| 3. To give outward expression of the spiritual unity of the Evan- 
geélical Latheran congregations, to cultivate co-operation in pro- 
unfold the 
their strength effective; 
| 
the Word; and che upbuilding, maintenance, and strengthening of . 
institutions for such training; | 
(c) The cultivation of worship in the congregation and family in 
| keeping with the practice of The United Lutheran Church in 
) America, unto the edification of the Body of Christ; 
| (a) The creation and development of agencies to carry on all 
| departments of work in co-operation with the boards, commit- 
| tees, and agencies of The United Lutheran Church in America: 
| (e) The establishment and maintenance of Christian colleges and 
a ministry to students in other institutions of higher education. 
é 6. To encourage the attainment of higher levels of Christian 
giving and to solicit and disburse funds for the purposes of the 
work defined in this constitution; 
| 2— 


4 
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7. To ordain qualified men to the holy office of the ministry of 
the Gospel; and to suspend and depose those who dishonor it by 
false teaching, by insubordination, or by an unworthy or wicked 
life; 

8. To shepherd the congregations and pastors by helping in time 
of difficulty, trouble, and strife, and by general assistance; 

9. To maintain discipline and to foster holiness and fidelity in 
ministers and congregations; 

10. To maintain a loyal connection and relation with The United 
Lutheran Church in America and all its interests and obligations. 


ARTICLE TWO 
CONVENTIONS 


1. A regular convention of. the Synod shall be held annually at 
the time specified in the by-laws. 

2. Special conventions shall be called by the president upon the 
request of the executive committee or the written request of one- 
fifth of the ministers; but no business shall be transacted at a 
special convention except that specified in the call. 

lay delegates present, shall constitute a quorum. 

A. Notice of the time and place of all conventions shall be given 
by the secretary. | | 

ARTICLE THREE 
OFFICERS 
Section I—The Officers 

1. The officers of the Synod shall be a president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer. They shall be elected at regular conventions of 
the Synod. The president and secretary shall be ministers. 

2. The term of. office of the president and other full time officers 
shall be five years; that of other officers, one year. All shall serve 
until their successors assume office. All officers shall be eligible 
for re-election. 

3. Should a vacancy occur in any of these offices, the executive 
committee is empowered to fill the same until the next regular 
convention of the Synod, or, at its discretion, it may call a special] 
convention of Synod to fill the vacancy. 

4. No one shall be eligible for election as an officer of the Synod, 
or for any other full-time service of the Synod, after he has reached 
the age of sixty-eight. : 

_  § The officers shall be entitled to receive the necessary ex- 
penses incident to the duties imposed by their office, and such 
remuneration as the Synod may determine. 


6. The proper officers of Synod are duly empowered and authur- 
ized, in the name of the Synod, to satisfy of record any mortgage, 
judgments, notes, or other recorded evidences of indebtedness, in 
such manner as may be provided by law. In conjunction therewith 
the treasurer shall be emsnpowered and authorized, in the name of 
the Synod, to assign and transfer any policies of insurance or other 
securities that may be held as collateral to such mortgages, judg- 
ments, notes, or other recorded evidences of indebtedness. 


Section Il—The President 
ture of of tha: shalt begin ca the first day 
of the third month succeeding the month of his election. 


2. He ‘shall exercise supervision over all ministers and congre- 
gations of the Synod, and over all agencies created by the Synod 
for the prosecution of the general work of the church. 


3. He shall preside at all conventions of the Synod and at all 
~ meetings of ministerial session and of the executive committee; 
and it shall be his duty to see that the constitution, by-laws, and 
decisions of the Synod are duly observed and its resolutions carried 
vided for. 


4. He shall visit the congregations belonging to the Synod, and 
confer and advise with the people concerning their spiritual and 
temporal welfare; and he shall counsel with the ministers as their 

5. He shall ordain all accepted candidates for the ministerial 
office, and install the pastors of all congregations belonging to the 
Provide for Gnd their ordination and installation 


_ fs the Synod may prescribe in its by-laws. 


6. When the execution of deeds or other instruments of writing 
is ordered by the Synod, or required by this constitution, or becomes 
proper and necessary in carrying on the business of the corpora- 
tion, the president is authorized and empowered, in the name of 
the Synod, to sign the same and to affix the seal of the Synod. 


7. He shall preserve in the offices of the Synod, or deliver to the 
archivist, all important documents left in his hands as president, 
together with copies of all official papers or documents issued and 
published by him, by the officers of the Synod, or by the executive 
committee. | 

8. He shall submit annually to the Synod a report of all his 
official acts, except matters of a private character, together with 
such other information and recommendations as he may deem of 
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Section IV—The Treasurer 


1. The term of office of the treasurer shall begin on the first 
day of the third month succeeding the month of his election. 

2. The treasurer shall have charge of all monies and accounts 
of the Synod, its deeds, mortgages, contracts, and evidences of 
claims and revenues. He shall also have charge of its trust funds, 
hholding the same at all times subject to the order of the Synod, 
other agents. 

8. The treasurer shall receive and acknowledge all offerings, 
contributions, and legacies made to the Synod, collect all interest 
and income from invested funds in his charge, and pay all appro- 
priations and orders of the Synod from the several accounts as 
approved and directed by the executive committee. 


4. The treasurer shall keep a regular account with each congre- 
gation of Synod. At least quarterly during the synodical year he 
shall inform the council and the pastor of each congregation of the 
state of this account, and prepare and submit at each regular con- 
vention of Synod a tabular statement of such accounts for record 
and publication. 3 

5. Upon action by the executive committee, the treasurer shall 
make, change, or renew investments of funds owned or held in trust 
by the Synod; and he is duly empowered, constituted, and author- 
ized as the attorney in fact for the Synod to satisfy, of record any 
re, judgments, notes, or recorded evidences of indebted- 
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Section IIl—The Secretary 
1. There shall be a secretary of Synod as a corporation. He 
| shall enter upon his duties on the first day of the third month . 
| succeeding the month of his election. ; 
| 2. The secretary shall keep all official minutes of the Synod and 
also the minutes of the executive committee. He shall be responsi- 
ble for the printing and distribution of the minutes of the Synod, 
and shall perform other duties which the Synod may from time 
| to time lay upon him. 

3. The secretary shall prepare and keep a correct register of 
the ministers belonging to the Synod, with the dates of their en- 3 
trance into the ministry and places of residence; also a similar 
register of the congregations and parishes connected with the 
Synod, with the names of the pastors serving thein and of the lay 
delegates appointed to represent them. 

4. The secretary is authorized and empowered, in the name of | 
the Synod, to attest all instruments of writing ordered by the Synod | 
or required by the constitution or necessary in carrying on the 
business of the corporation, and signed and sealed by the president. 


| 
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ness and to assign and transfer any policies of insurance or other 
securities that may be held as collateral to such mortgages, loans, 
or judgments. 

6. He shall deposit promptly all monies received for any account 
executive committee 

7. On entering upon his office, he shall give satisfactory bond 
to the Synod for the faithful performance of his duties, in such 
amount as the executive committee shall determine, which bond 
shall be in the custody of the president. 

8 At each regular convention he shall render a full, detailed, 
and accurate report to the Synod of all receipts and disbursements 
in his several accounts, with a statement of the financial condition 
of the Synod and its apportioned obligation to The United Lutheran 
Church .in America, which report shall be regularly audited and 
certified. 

ARTICLE FOUR 
THE MINISTERIAL SESSION 

isterial session. 

2. To the ministerial session shall belong the duty of passing 
upon and reporting to the Synod all applications for ordination or 
reception of ministers recommended by the examining committee; 
of examining and trying cases of heresy in doctrine, or of teaching 
and preaching in conflict with the doctrinal basis set forth in 
Article One, Section II; of hearing and trying cases in which appeal 
is granted by the Synod from the findings of a committee on dis- 
refer to it. 

8. A regular meeting of the ministerial session shall be held in 
connection with the regular convention of the Synod, when the 
exumining committee is prepared to report its recommendations 
in the matter of applicants for ordination or membership. Other 
meetings may be called by the president. 

4. The ministerial session shall be subject to the rules of order 
governing a regular synodical convention. One-third of the minis- 
ters belonging to the Synod shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE FIVE 
THE CONFERENCES 


1. District conferences shall be constituted of ministers and con- 
the 


time to time by the Synod. - 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
2, It shall be the duty of each conference to promote the inter- 


may be called by the president of the conference, or as may 
of 
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ests and development of the church upon its territory; to assist in 


' Carrying out the regulations and resolutions of the Synod; to 


4. Every pastor and congregation belonging to the Synod and 
residing or being located within the bounds of a conference shall 
by that fact belong to the conference. Ordained ministers of the 


Synod, not actively serving pastorates shall be assigned conference 


5S. Each conference shall meet at least twice each year and as 
many more times as circumstances may require. Special meetings 


be 
otherwise determined by the conference itself. One-third the 
ministers belonging to the conference, with the lay delegates 
present, shall constitute a quorum. : 


6. Each conference shall meet at the time of the regular conven- 
tion of Synod to elect a minister to be president, a minister to be 
secretary, and such other officers as it may deem necessary. These 
shell take office Gay of the third month 
their election. 


7. The conference may adopt for itself any rules and regulations 
not in conflict with the constitution and by-laws, regulations, or 
resolutions of the Synod of the United Lutheran Church in 


8. The president of the Synod shall have a voice and vote in 
meetings of each conference. 


9. The actions of a conference shall at all times be subject to 
review by the Synod. 

10. The president of each conference shall make a written report, 
including an abstract of the proceedings of the conference, stating 
also the condition and needs of the church within its bounds, and 
shall transmit the same to the president of the Synod as provided 
in the by-laws. 


co-operate with the stewardship committee and/or stewardship 
secretary of the Synod. 
connections by the president of the Synod. If a pastoral charge 
does not lie wholly within the boundary lines of a single conference, 
the place where the pastor resides shall determine his own confer- | 
ence connection and the conference connection of his pastoral | 
charge. 
America. 
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


1. There shall be an executive committee of the Synod consisting 
of the president, the secretary, and the treasurer, together with 
one minister and one layman from each conference to be elected 
by the Synod for terms to be fixed in the by-laws. 

2. It shall be the duty of the executive committee: 

a. To represent the Synod and carry out its resolutions; 

b. To attend to the business of the Synod ad interim; 

c. To promote the interests of The United Lutheran Church in 
America and this body’s relation thereto; 

_ d. To co-ordinate the work of the several agencies of the Synod; 

@. To present a budget with apportionments to the annual con- 

vention of the Synod; | 

f. To fill vacancies not otherwise provided for; 

g. And to perform such other work as may be designated to it 
by the Synod, to which it shall make full report of all its acts. 

3. It shall be eutrusted with all matters pertaining to legacies 
and trust funds in the possession of, or coming into the possession 
of the Synod; it shall direct the investment of such funds in the 
manner it thinks best for the safety of the said funds and the best 
interests of the beneficiaries of these funds. 

4. It shall cause an annual examination to be made of all invest- 
ments and securities held by the Synod and report thereon. | 

5. It shall hold regular meetings ad interim as Synod may de- 
termine. Special meetings may be called by the president of the 
Synod, or, in case of his death or removal, by the secretary. A 
majority of members shall constitute a quorum. ie 

6. It shall have the power to appoint all necessary sub-commit- 
tees from among its members. It shall determine the amount of 


the Synod, who shall be elected by the Synod in such a manner 
that the terms of at least two members shall expire each year. 
member shall be re-elected un a year shall have expired after 


; 


) ) - It shall be the duty of this ‘committee to examine into the 
cs qualifications of all applicants for ordination and admission into 


; salary to be paid to any officer of the Synod entitled thereto, when 
not otherwise determined, and shall make budgetary provisions to 

meet its necessary expenses. : 
ARTICLE SEVEN ’ 
ELECTIVE COMMITTEES 

Section I—The Examining Committee 

| 1. This committee shall consist of seven ordained ministers of 
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the Synod, as provided in Article Nine, Section I, of this constitution. 
3. This committee shall report to the ministerial session and 
shall recommend such applicants as shall satisfy the provisions of 
Article Nine, Section I. A two-thirds vote of the members of the 
committee shall be necessary for all recommendations. 


Section II—Committee on Home Missions 


1. There shall be a committee on home missions consisting of 
the, president of Synod, together with one minister and one layman 
from each conference elected by the Synod for a term of three years 
in such a manner that the terms of one-third of the total number 
shall expire each year. No elected member shall be elected for 
more than two consecutive full terms. 

2. No home missionary and no layman from a congregation re- 
ceiving salary aid shall be eligible to membership on this committee. 

8 The committee shall supervise, promote and control all the 
home mission work of the Synod. It shall be charged specifically 
with the duty of making an annual survey of the home mission field 
of the Synod, organizing new missions, preparing and submitting 
the annual home missions budget to the executive committee, and 
maxing a detailed annual report to the Synod. . 

4. The committee shall elect a chairman and a secretary. The 
_ treasurer of Synod shall serve as treasurer of this committee. It 
shall hold regular meetings as often as necessary for the perform- 
ance of its duties. 

5. The committee shall endeavor to stimulate and energize the 
home missions spirit in the parishes of the Synod. 


Section II1I—Committee on Social Missions 


the president of Synod together with one minister and one layman 
from each conference elected by the Synod for a term of three 
years, in such a manner that the term of one-third of the total 
number shall expire each year. No elected member shall be elected 
for more than two consecutive full terms. 

2. The committee shall co-operate with The Board of Social 
Missions of The United Lutheran Church in America and advise 
with and assist ‘pastors and congregations of the Synod in the 
development of programs and projects in the field of inner mis- 
sions, evangelism, and social action within the bounds of Synod. 
It shall make an annua! survey of all social missions interests and 
needs on the territory of Synod and keep the Synod fully informed 
of the progress of the cause through regular annual reports. 

3. The committee may delegate to the conference social missions 
committees such duties as may be necessary to vitalize all social 
missions work on the territory of every conference of the Synod 
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and to stimulate and energize the social missions spirit in every 
parish of the Synod. 

4. The committee shall elect its necessary officers at the first 
regular meeting following each annual convention of Synod; and 
shall hold regular meetings as often as necessary for the perform- 
ance of its duties. 


ARTICLE EIGHT 
OTHER COMMITTEES 
Section I—Committee of Presidents 


1. This committee shall consist of the president of the Synod, 
whe shall be its chairman, and the presidents of the conferences. 

2. The duty of this committee will be to advise with and assist 
the president of Synod in the discharge of the duties of his office; 
to confer with him concerning the needs of the church on the terri- 
tory of the respective conferences; to consider and advise with him 
concerning enactments of The United Lutheran Church in America 
in order te make the same effective in the congregations of the 
it from time to time by the Synod. 


review of the roll of the ministers of the Synod and to offer such 
recommendations to the ministerial session as will be appropriate 
under Article Ten, Paragraph 9, of this constitution. 


tions, corner stone layings, dedications of churches, etc., together 
with proper memoirs of ministers of the Synod deceased during the 
year, and report the same through the president of the Syned to 
the conventions of the Synod. 


Section 1I—Committee on Church Vocations 


1. This committee shall consist of the president of the Synod and 
three ministers and three laymen to be appointed by the president 


of Synod with the approval of the executive committee to serve 


for terms of three years in such a manner that the terms of two 
members expire each year. No member shall be reappointed to the 


have clapesd since the expiration of 
his term. 


2. The duties of the committee shall be to seek out and encourage 


young men and women to give themselves to full-time church 
vocations. | 


| 
; 
| 
| 
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A. MEN FOR THE MINISTRY 


The committee shall: 

(1) Compile a list -of the wintateriel 
lege and seminary. 

(2) Encourage, counsel, and direct all ministerial candidates 
through interviews and reports.. , 

(3) Distribute available literature and prepare additional ma- 
terial on the call to the Christian ministry as occasion may 
demand. 

(4) Certify to the Synod such students as it approves. 

(5) Disburse such funds as the Synod shall appropriate or as 

May be granted to the Synod by the board of Education 
of The United Lutheran Church in America for assistance 
of students for the ministry. 

(6) Adopt rules and regulations subject to approval by the 
Synod. 

(7) Perform any other duties in the field of ministerial educa- 
tion which the Synod may assign to it. 


B. WOMEN IN FULL-TIME SERVICE 


The committee shall in similar manner seek out, list, direct and 
aid ycung women for the diaconate or other full-time Christian 
service at home and abroad. 

3. This committee shall make available to the examining com- 
mittee all its records and findings relating to candidates for ordina- 
tion. 

4. The committee shall submit a full report annually to the Synod, 


Section I1I—Committee on Stewardship 

1. There shall be a committee on stewardship consisting of three 
ministers, and three laymen appointed annually »y the president 
of the Synod with the approval of the executive committee, 

2. It shall be the duty of this committee to stress Christian 
stewardship as the practice of the Christian faith. It shall co- 
operate with the Stewardship Office of The United Lutheran 
Church in Ameria in the creation and developent of a stewardship 
‘consciousness and spirit within every congregation of the Synod. 

3. It shall discourage unscriptural methods of money raising and 
shall lead the congregation to higher levels of giving with the 
Christian tithe as a reasonable first step. 


Section IV—Committee on Foreign Missions 
1. There shall be a committee on foreign missions consisting of 
three ministers and three laymen appointed annually by the presi- 
dent with the approval of the executive committee. 


| 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE 


within the bounds of the Synod. 
8. The committee shal) submit an anual report to the Synod. 


THE RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 
Section I—Ministers 
1. All applications for ordination or for reception into the Synod 
shall be made to the president and referred by him to the examin- 
ing committee which shall report on the samé to the ministerial 
session (except as provided in B. 2., below); and upon the recom- | 
mendation of the ministerial session by a two-thirds vote, the Synod 


shall take final action on each application. 


2. No applicant shall be received into this Synod whose field of 
labor is exclusively or chiefly within the territory or under the 
supervision of another Synod. 

8. Every minister received into the Synod and every candidate 
who is ordained shall sign this constitution prior to admission into 
membership. By such signature the signer also obligates himself 
to relinquish his ordination certificate if requested to do so by 
formal action of the Synod. | 


: 2. The chief function of this committee shall be to encourage in 
i every parish of the Synod the desire to share in the evangelizing 
1} of the world. To this end it shall co-operate with the Board of | 
Foreign Missions of The United Lutheran Church in America in | 
. seeking out young men and women for missionary service, in ar- | 
ranging itineraries for missionaries, in furthering the Board’s spe- ; 
: cial objectives, and in acquainting parishes with the aids which the 
bk Board makes available. 
3. The committee shall submit an annual report to the Synod. 
| Section V.—Committee on Christian Education : | 
| 1. There shall be a committee on Christian education consisting | 
of the president of the Synod together with three ministers and | 
| three laymen appointed by the president with the approval of the | 
. exetutive committee for a term of three years in such a manner | 
I 2. It shall be the duty of this committee: | 
, a. To be a twe-way channel of communication between the | 
. Synod and The Board of Parish Education of The United Lu- | 
theran Church in America. | 
| b. To encourage and promote the full development of programs | 
of Christian education in congregations within the Synod, and to | 
assist congregations to carry on a program of thorough cate- | 
| chetical instruction. 
c. To give guidance to Lutheran church school associations 


| A.-Applicants for Ordination 
1. The examination of candidates for ordination shall be open to 
all members of the Synod. It shall test the general fitness of each 


character and also a transcript of their academic record in the 


3. Every candidate to be ordained by the Synod shall be at least 


5. In exceptional cases the president may receive into the Synod 
by ordination an applicant who fulfills all the necessary require- 
- ments, providing he is approved by unanimous vote of the exam- 
ining committee and the executive committee. 


B. Ordained Ministers 

1. Any ordained minister of a constituent synod of The United 
Lutheran Church in America, applying for admission into this 
Synod, shall present a letter of dismissal of the synod from which 
he comes. He shall appear for conference with the examining com- 
- mittee. If on favorable report of the examining committee to the 
ministerial session, two-thirds of the ministers present approve, 
he shall be recommended to the Synod for reception. 

2. Any ordained minister of a constituent synod of The 
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| applicant for the office of the ministry, his reasons for seeking the 7 
; office, his theological attainments, his aceptance of the standards | 
prescribed in Article One, Section IJ, and his willingness to give 
_ Joyal support to the organization and work of the Synod and of 
| The United Lutheran Church in America. 
| 2. Applicants for ordination shall present to the examining com- 
| mittee a satisfactory written testimonial of Christian life and 
| 
| twenty-one years of age and shall exhibit satisfactory evidence to | 
| the examining committee that he has received a regular call to | 
| preach the Word and administer the Sacraments and that he hag 
| accepted the call upon the condition of his ordination by the Synod, 
| Every candidate shall be a graduate of an approved seminary and 
| shall have completed at least one year in a Lutheran theological 
| ' geminary. This rule shall not apply in the cases of ordained men 
| carrying no limitation of time, must come from a congregatiun, 
| a synod, or a church board to a special field of ministerial] labor. 3 
4. A candidate who has not received and accepted a call shall 
likewise present himself for examination. Upon approval by the 
examining committee he may be recommended to the ministerial 
session for ordination. Such ordination shall take place when he 
shall have submitted satisfactory evidence to the president that he 
has received and accepted a regular call, and shall have given 
’ assurance of his acceptance of this constitution, especially Article 
One, Section IT. 


Pe 
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committee and of the executive conunittee. | 4 

8. Any ordained minister of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
belonging to a Synod not a constituent of The United Lutheran 
Church in America, who applies for membership into this Synod, 
having received a regular call to a specific field of ministerial labor 
and having accepted such a call subject to his reception into this 
Synod, shall furnish satisfactory evidence of his ordination and of 
his Christian character together with a letter of dismissal or testi- 
monial of good standing issued by the body from which he comes. 


Lutheran who desires to be received as a minister of this Synod, 


mendation of the ministerial session adopted by a two-thirds vote, 
the applicant may be certified by action of this Synod as eligible 
to receive a regular call to a field of ministerial labor within this 


‘Synod. When the candidate has received a regular call, he shall 


submit evidence of the same to the president of Synod who shall 
transmit it to the ministerial session. Upon recommendation of 


Section I—Reception of Congregations 
A congregation desiring admission to this Synod shall place in 
the hands of the president a formal application, signed by the sec- 


3 . United Lutheran Church in America, after being called as a pastor 
p of a congregation belonging to this Synod, may, in the interim | 
I between conventions of the Synod, be received into the Synod by | 
; the president upon unanimous recommendation of the examining 
i 
| He shall appear before the examining committee for conference 
) as to his acceptance of the standards prescribed in Article One, | 
| Section II, and as to his willingness to give loyal support to the | 
) organization and work of this Synod and of The United Lutheran | 
| Church in America. If, on favorable report from the examining | 
| committee to the ministerial session, two-thirds of the ministers 
present approve, he shall be recommended to the Synod for recep- | 
| tion. 
| 4. A minister coming from an ecclesiastical body other than | 
| shall present himself to the examining committee. He shall submit | 
| documents witnessing to his past service in the Christian ministry | 
| together with evidence of his good standing in the ecclesiastical | 
| body from which he has severed his connection; he shall testify 
to his acceptance of the faith of the Lutheran Church as stated in | 
Article One, Section II, of this constitution, and to his willingness 
to give support to the organization and work of this Synod and of 
The United Lutheran Church in America. 
| 
| tne ministerial session, adopted by a two-thirds vote, and favorable 
; action of the Synod, the candidate shall be received into the Synod 
| by ordination. | 
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retary of the council, and shall send a representative to the conven- 


tion of the Synod; it shall submit a copy of its constitution and of 
its charter, if incorporated. If these are in accord with the con- 
stitution of this Synod, the congregation may be received into 
membership by a majority vote of this Synod at any convention. 


ARTICLE TEN 


1. Ministerial members of the Synod are those who have been 


received in accordance with this constitution. Their membership 


shall be terminated by death; by regular transfer and acceptance 
into another Lutheran synod; by certification to another evangel- 


ical church body; by process under Article Twelve; in the manner 
stated in paragraph 9 of this Article; or by demitting the ministry. 


2. In addition to pastors of congregations, the Synod may include 
and continue upon its roll such ministers as hold educational, mis- 
sionary, or editorial offices to which they have been appointed by 
the Synod or by The United Lutheran Church in America or any 
regularly constituted boards of the church which are recognized 
as having authority to make such appointments, and other ordained 
Lutheran ministers engaged in extra-parochial work of the church, 
which has been approved by the Synod or its executive committee 
as entitling a minister to continue membership in the Synod. 

3. Every minister shall conform his preaching and teaching to 
the doctrinal basis set forth in Article One, Section II of this con- 
stitution. | 

4. Every pastor shall preach the Word and administer the Sacra- 
ments, and should conform the manner of conducting public worship 
to the accepted practice of The United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica, using such books of worship and instruction as have been 
accepted and approved by The United Lutheran Church in America, 
He shall care for the people of his pastorate as individuals in con- 
gregations having common faith and harmonious interest with all 
other members and congregations of The United Lutheran Church 
in America. He shall give catechetical instruction regularly, and 
administer the rite of confirmation. He shall solemnize marriage 
in accordance with the laws of God and of the state. As a shepherd 
he shall visit and minister to the members of his parish, particularly 
the sick and infirm. He shall bury the dead, install regularly 
elected members of the council, and, with the council, administer 
discipline. He shall supervise all schools and auxiliary organiza- 
tions of the congregation and promote the upbuilding of the King- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ in the community, in the homeland, 
and abroad. He shall seek out and encourage young men having 
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proper qualifications to prepare for ordination to the Gospel min- 
istry. He shall co-operate with the agencies and officers of the 
Synod and of the conference in every way, especiaily in the educa- 
tion of the membership to increase their liberality for the causes 
recommended by the Synod. He shall endeavor to stimulate piety 
and the sense of stewardship in the individual and family life of 
the people, as well as knowledge of the church and her work by 
the circulation of her promotional materials. 


5. Every pastor shall keep accurate parochial records of bap- 
tisms, confirmations, members received by transfer or profession 
of faith, members transferred or deceased, together with a roster 
of all members of his charge eligible to commune and communing. 
He shall keep the record of each congregation of a pastoral] charge 


the 
president of Synod, the certificate to be returned to him if and 
when he resumes the active work of the Lutheran ministry, wita 
the consent of the president of Synod: The synodical secretary 
shall notify the proper civil authorities regarding the status of min- 
isters newly enrolled in this Synod and of ministers of this Synod 
who have demitted or who have been deposed froin the ministry 
of the Lutheran church, or who have been officially dropped from 
_ the roll in accordance with the next following paragraph. 


9. Should a minister belonging to this Synod find hmself con- 
strained to leave the specific work of the ministry with the consent 
of the president of the Synod, his name may be continued upon the 
roll as a member. In this connection the committee of presidents © 
is to report annually to the ministerial session for consideration 
and reference a full list of all others than superannuated or physi- 


—16— 


| 
| n @ ser > DOO hich shall be the property of the congrega- 
tion. He shall report annually an accurate statistical summary of : 
these records to the proper official of the Synod. 
6. No minister shall preach or perform any ministerial act within 
i the pastoral charge of a brother minister, except upon his request 
; or with his consent nor shall he make pastoral visits or preach 
. or perform ministerial acts in a vacant charge or congregation 
i except upon formal invitation of the council, or the consent or 
appointment of the president of the Synod; nor shall he accept a 
) call to a pastoral charge within this Synod without first conferring 
i with the president of the Synod. 
H 7. Should a pastor deem it his duty to resign his charge, he shall 
i confer with the president of Synod before doing so, and, when his 
| final decision is made, he shall at once inform the president of the 
a , Synod of his decision. 
i 8. Any minister who leaves the specific work of the ministry, 
i without the consent of the president of the Synod, to engage in | 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE CENTRAL STATES 


cally incapacitated ministers on the roll who for a period of two 
or more years have not engaged in regular ministerial work as 
defined in paragraph 2 of this article, and the ministerial session 


shall decide when it shall recommend to the Synod that the name — 


of a minister whose status is in question should be dropped from 
the roll of members. 

10. If any minister in good and regular standing in the Synod 
enters a field of labor within another Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
he shall upon application to the president, be entitled to, and the 
president shall furnish him with, a certificate of transfer, but 
until he is formally received into the membership of the synod to 
which he is being transferred he shall be fully amenable to this 


Synod. 
11. Every minister in good and regular standing in the Synod 
shall be entitled, upon request, to a certificate of his standing. 
12. It shall be the duty of every pastor, when members of his 
pastoral charge move out of its bounds: 
(1) To urge such members to unite with the congregation into 
whose territory they have moved; 
(2) To notify immediately the pastor of said congregation of 
such removal; and | 
- (3) Upon application, to furnish certificates of transfer of 
membership to such as are entitled to the same. 
13. The Synod shall have the right to advise and admonish con- 


cerning association and affiliation of its ministers with non-ecclesi- 


astical and other organizations whose principles or practices appear 
to be inconsistent with full loyalty to the Christian Church. 
14. All ministers of the Synod shall attend all meetings of the 


Synod, the ministerial session, and the conference to which they | 


belong. In case of unavoidable absence, the absentee shall send to 
the secretary an excuse for his absence; and nothing shall be re- 


THE CONGREGATIONS 
shall be the duty of each congregation belonging to Synod 
annually from its communing membership in good stand- 
delegate who shall represent it in the convention of the 
one who shall represent it in the convention of the 
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: garded as a valid excuse except urgent necessity and positive in- 

ability to attend. Repeated absence without valid excuse shall 

subject the absentee to discipline. 

ARTICLE ELEVEN 
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2. Ewery congregation belonging to the Synod shall comply with 
the constitution, by-laws, decisions, and recommendations of the 
Synod and conference, and should conform its public worship and 
ministrations to the order approved by The United Lutheran 
Church in America. It shall make systematic effort to meet ut 
least the amounts apportioned for synodical causes and for The 
United Lutheran Church in America\as indicated in a budget of 
apportionments by the Synod to the congregation. It shall make 
earnest effort to pay such amounts into the synodical treasury in 
monthly installments. It shall make due provision for the minis- 
tration of the Word and Sacraments and see that the pastor is 
properly supported. It shall endeavor to hold at least one service 
every Lord’s day. It shall make all. necessary provision for the 
promotion of piety in its families, for the Christian training of the 
young, and for the encouragement of the members in the work of 
evangelism and the practice of Christian stewardship. 


3. In cases of pastoral vacancy or of difficulty and strife in the 
congregation, the council shall seek the advice and instruction of 
the president of the Synod. 


4. In cases of strife and division, should any part of a congrega- 
tion belonging to the Synod reject the faith set forth in Article One, 
Section ll, or revolt against constitutional provisions or its obliga- 
tions as a member of this Synod, that part of the congregation, 
whether majority or minority of its membership, which continues 
in unity with Synod and its faith shall be recognized as the lawful 
congregation and shall continue in possession of all property of the 
congregation. | | 


5. Should a member congregation disband or cease to function 
for a period of two years, all its property, real, personal and mixed, 
shall vest in this Synod, its successors or assigns, providing that no 
other right, title, or interest had been reserved in the property 
prior to memberhip in this Synod. 


6. No congregation shall make any enactments in conflict with 
this constitution or with the regulations of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 


7. Should a pastor resign, the council shall receive the letter of 
resignation and present the same to the congregation; and at once 
report the resignation to the president of the Synod. 


8. Any congregation which desires to sever its relations with this 
Synod in order to unite with some other Hvangelical Lutheran 
Synod shall make written application to the president of this Synod 
for a proper transfer, stating the reasons for a change in synodical 
relations and designating the syncd to which it desires to be trans- 
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ferred. Thereupon, the Synod may, by proper resolution, transfer 
the applying congregation to the designated synod. Such transfer 
shall be certified by the president and secretary of this Synod. 
9. Contemplated changes in its constitution affecting its articles 
concerning faith, adherence to this Synod and The United Lutheran 


| Church in America, or disposition of ‘its property shall be reported 
to the president of the Synod for action by the Synod. 

| 10. Should a congregation deem it conducive to the best interest 

| of the church to relocate or to dissolve its organization and relin- 


quish its charter, the church council shall confer with the executive 
comittee and the committee on home missions cf the Synod before 
any steps are taken or any commitments made. 

11. Any vacant congregation or pastoral charge in arrears to a 
former pastor shall be required to make satisfactory adjustment — 
thereof before calling a successor. | | 


ARTICLE TWELVE 
DISCIPLINE 
Section I—Offenses 
The offenses for which ministerial members of the Synod shall be 
subject to discipline are: 
a. Preaching or teaching doctrine in conflict with the faith set 


forth in Article One, Section I; 


2. Conduct incompatible with moral purity or with the character 
of the ministerial office; 


3. Willful disregard and/or violation of the constitution, author- 
ity, and resolutions of the Synod. 


Section Il—Penalties 


i 1. The penalties which may be imposed upor ministers are: 
(a) Private censure and admonition by the president; 
| (b) Public censure and admonition by the ministerial session 
of the Synod. 


(c) Suspension from the office and functions of the ministry 
for a designated period or until there is satisfactory evi- 
dence cf repentance and amendment. 

(d) Deposition from the ministerial office. 

2. The sentence of suspension or of deposition under the preced- 
ing paragraph shall automatically terminate the pastorate of the 
minister. | 

3. Should any congregation belonging to the Synod turn away 
from the faith set forth in Article One, Section IT; neglect or refuse 
to exercise proper discipline over its members after due admonition 
by the president of the Synod; disparage the cause of the Christian 


> 
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Church or hinder the upbuilding of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
by refusing to support the benevolent work of the Church; or 
willfully disregard and violate the constitution or resolutions of the 
Synod and persist in such disregard and violation, it shall be sus- 
pended or excluded from membership in this Synod. A two-thirds 
majority vote shall be required for such exclusion. 


4. No minister under sentence of suspension or layman under 
discipline by his own congregation shall hold any office in the 
Synod, or serve as a delegate, director, or trustee under its appoint- 
ment; and every committee, board, delegation, or bcdy of appointees 
constituted by the Synod shall see to the enforcement of this rule. 

5. It shall also be the duty of all ministers and congregations 
belonging to the Synod to respect the disciplinary action of the 
Synod. Disregard of any such disciplinary action by a minister or 
congregation shall in itself be deemed a violation of order which 
shall subject the offender to further discipline. | 


Section I1l—Processes Against Minister 


A. THE BRINGING OF CHARGES 

1. By a Congregation | 
If serious accusation be lodged against a minister before his 
church council by six members in good standing in the congrega- 
tion, unless otherwise provided for by the constitution of the con- 
gregation, the council shall confer with him about the same and 
shall endeavor to remove all just cause of complaint and to reconcile 
all parties; nor shall any further steps be taken untill all proper 


efforts to this end on the part of the council have been exhausted. 


If the efforts to achieve reconciliation fail and in the judgment 


of the council a prima facie case has been made out against the 


minister, it shall report its finding in writing to the president of 
the Synod, specifying the charges, which must, however, be founded 
on the subscribed testimony of at least two credible witnesses. If 
the council shall ignore the accusation the members of the congre- 
before the president of the Synod. , 


If a minister be charged with some specific sin not in the manner 
aforesaid, but by widespread rumor which is not transient, but 
which continues and strengthens, the council shall endeavor to 
remove the scandal. If it fails, or finds evidence of guilt, it shall 
at once report the case to the president of the Synod. 


gt By Ministerial Members of the Synod 
Five ministers of the Synod may prefer charges against a minis- 
ter. 
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3. By the President of the Synod 
Should the attention of the president of the Synod be directed by 
rumor or complaint to alleged offenses on the part of any of its 
ministerial members, he shall immediately investigate the matter 
and endeavor to remove any cause for complaint or scandal. Should 
he fail in his efforts;‘or should he find reason for further investiga- 


B. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 

the president by the congregation of which the accused is pastor, 
or by five ministers of the Synod, or by a committee of inquiry 
appointed by the president in accordance with Paragraph A, 3 of 
this section, he shall at once communicate with the accused respect- 
ing the matter. If the accused should desire an investigation, or 
the nature of the accusation be such as to call for it, the president 
shall appoint a committee for that purpose, and cite the accused 
to appear before the committee. 

When such investigation is instituted, a copy of the complaint 
against the accused shall be furnished him by the president, allow- 
ing him not less than ten days between the time of his citation and 
the time appointed for the hearing. In the interim the accused 
shall file with the committee of investigation an answer setting 
forth his defense. If the accused should refuse, or fail to appear 
without presenting adequate reasons why the investigation should 
be dcferred to another time, it shall proceed in the same manner 
as if he were present. 3 


If the findings in such an investigation indicate gross immoral- 
ity, or flagrant transgression, or if the accused minister shall have 
absconded, or if the circumstances are such that, in the judgment 
of the president of the Synod, the Church would suffer irreparable 
harm if the accused minister would continue to exercise the office 
of the ministry while under investigation, the president of the Synod 
shall immediately suspend the accused from the office and functions 
of the ministry until his case has been finally decided by the Synod, 

If the findings of the investigation show sufficient evidence of 
guilt besides reporting the case to the president, the committee 
making the investigation shall formulate the charges and specifi- 
cations against the accused, and the president of the Synod shall 
furnish a copy to the accused not less than twenty days before the 
convention of the Synod, at the same time citing him to appear at 
the convention when his case shall be heard and decided. Not less 
than five days before the convention at which the accused shall 

heard, the accused shall file with the committee of investigation 


be 
his answer to the charges and specifications seriatim. 
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If the findings by majority vote of the committee show insuffi- 
cient evidence of guilt the committee of investigation shall report 
the same to the president of the Synod. The president of the Synod 
shall thereupon notify the accused of the termination of the pro- 
ceedings and shall then attempt in Christian love to reconcile all 


: 


| THE TRIAL 


When the preliminary investigation has shown that formal trial 
is necessary, the president shall report the matter to the next 
annual convention of the Synod, or to a special convention called 
for the purpose, and the case shall be referred to a committee on 
discipline consisting of fifteen members. | 


The committee cf investigation shall be responsible for the pre- 
sentation of evidence. The committee of investigation shall appoint 
at least two of its members who shall be charged with the duty, of 
conducting the prosecution during the trial. With the consent of 
the president of the Synod, the committee of investigation may 
employ counsel to represent it at the trial. Such counsel shall 
however, be members of congregations belonging to the Synod. 


The accused shall be notified of the time and place of the trial 
and shall have the right to be present. The accused shall have the 
further right to be heard in his own defense, and to call witnesses, 
and may be represented by counsel, who, however, shall be members 
of congregations belonging to the Synod or shall be approved by 
the executive committee of this Synod. The committee on discipline 
shall hear all relevant testimony and shall present its finding to 
the Synod. If the findings be adverse to the accused, it shall also 
recommend the penalty to be imposed. The findings of the com- 
mittee may be adopted and the penalty determined by a majority 
vote of the Synod; but the accused may appeal from the findings 
of the committee, in which case he shall be tried by the Synod in 
closed session, and the method of procedure shall be the same as 
before the committee on discipline. In case of such appeal all pen- 
alties shall be suspended until the case has been tried and deter- 


mined by the Synod. 
When a minister is charged with teaching or preaching doctrines 


the committee, in which case the ministerial session shall proceed 
to try the charges. In acting upon the report of the committee on 
discipline or in its trial of charges, the ministerial session shall take 
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parties affected. 
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| 

a that are in conflict with Article One, Section II, of this constitution, 

| the committee on discipline shall consist entirely of ministers, and 

| shall report its findings to the ministerial session; but the accused 

| may appeal to the said ministerial session against the findings of 
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a vote upon two counts: First, Is the doctrine specified in conflict 


with Article One, Section II? Second, Is the accused guilty of 


preaching or teaching such doctrine? The guilt of the accused shall 


be determined only upon a two-thirds vote on the first count, and 
upon a majority vote on the second count. The ministerial session 


shall then report its decision to the Synod, which shall determine 
the penalty by a majority vote; but the penalty shall not be less 
than suspension from the ministry, which shall continue until such 
time as the accused shall have made full recantation of the errors 
because of which he has been suspended. 


When final decision has been made in the trial of a minister, the 
president of the Synod shall at once announce the decision, whether 
guilty or not guilty. If guilty, the president shall pronounce the 
sentence in the presence of the body, also if possible, in the pres- 
ence of the person adjudged guilty. — 


If the accused shall produce to the president of the Synod after- 
discovered evidence which in the judgment of tne president would 
seem to warrant a retrial, the president shall present the evidence 
to ‘the Synod, which shall decide whether or not the case shall 
be retried. | 


When the penalty imposed has been greater than that of public 


or private censure, he shall at once call a special convention of the 
Synod to consider the matter. 


The evidence in‘a case of discipline shall not be published, in part 
or in whole. This shall not be taken to prevent the publication of 
the fact of the trial and the penalty imposed. 


Section IV—Appeals from Congregational Discipline 


The administration of discipline in a congregation is governed by 
the congregation’s constitution, but a member of any congregation 
belonging to the Synod may appeal to the Synod from the disciplin- 
ary action of the congregation. All such appeals must be made in 
writing to the president of the Synod within thirty days after the 


action has been taken. A copy of the appeal shall be promptly 


transmitted by the appellant to the officers of the congregation, 
nor shall the appeal be entertained unless there is evidence that 
the same has been received by said officers. Upon receiving such 
appeal, the president of the Synod shall refer the matter for inves- 
tigation and determination to a special committee appointed by 
him. All relevant testimony shall be heard in such investigation. 
The decision or findings of the committee shall be reported to the 
president of the Synod and shall be final unless the Synod, after 
petition by either party, shall determine otherwise. 
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Between the circles shall appear the legend, “The Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of the Central States. U. L. C. A.” Within the 


and by-laws of the Synod, in so far as the same are' severally ap- 
plicable, shall be of like force in the government of the Synod, 
2. The constitution of this Synod may be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present at a regular annual convention, 
provided that such propcsed amendments be moved and presented 
in writing by not fewer than six members at a previous regular 
annual convention. 

8. Hiverything in any by-law, resolution, or enactment of the 
Synod in conflict with this constitution is hereby superseded and 


} 


_ INCORPORATION 

A The Synod shall be incorporated . 

4 smaller circle shall appear the bold figure of the cross and smaller 
|) figures of the sower and of the reaper. 
EF! 2. The seal shall be in the charge of the president of the Synod, 
he whe shall affix it, or cause it to be affixed, to all documents, cer- 
a? tificates, deeds, legal papers, or official copies of resolutions, etc., 
a requiring the Seal of the Synod. 

THIS CONSTITUTION 

i 1. The provisions and ordinances contained in the constitution 
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By-Laws 


Section I 
FISCAL YEAR 


The fecal year shall begin January 1 and continue through 
December 31. 
Section II 


CONVENTIONS 


1. The regular convention of the Synod shall be held during the 
mittee. 

S. The executive committes shall prepare an order of business 
for each convention of the Synod and shall recommend ite 
adoption at the opening session. 

8. The president together with those delegated by him shall ar- 
range for and administer the Holy Communion at each conven- 
tion in accordance with the common usage at conventions of 
The United Lutheran Church in America. 

4. The president shall appoint a chaplain for each convention. 

5. A meeting of the lay delegates, the agenda for which shall be 
prepared by the lay members of the executive committee, shall 


be held in connection with each regular convention of the 


‘Synod. 
Section III 
RULES OF ORDER | 
The business shall be conducted in conformity with Robert's 
stitution and these by-laws. 
Section IV 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

1. Terms of elected members of this committee shall be three 
years. They shall be elected in such a manner that the terms 
of one-third of the’ members (an equal number of ministers 
and laymen) expire each year. No elected member shall serve 
for more than two consecutive full terms. 

8. It shall normally meet quarterly. Special meetings may be 
called by the president and shall be called by him at the written 
request of one-third of the members of the committee. 
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3. It shall cause an examination to be made of the printed minutes 


of the last regular convention of the Synod and of any inter- 
vening conventions, make necessary corrections and present 
three such corrected copies of the minutes, certified by the 
secretary and president to the next regular convention of the 
Synod to become the protocol of the convention or conventions 
to which the minutes pertain. One copy shall be placed in 
the synodical office, one in the secretary’s office, and one shall 
be placed in the archives. | 2 

It shall make nominations for election to all elective commit- 
tees and boards. ! 
It shall maintain a right relationship between the Synod and 

its official auxiliaries. 
Upon nomination by the president of the Synod it shail elect 
an assistant to the president, a statistician, and an archivist. 
It shall arrange for the installation of officers. 


Section V 
COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS 

1. This committee shall exercise oversight of and shall promote 
home missions. | 

2. It shall distribute funds appropriated by the Synod for home. 
missions and shall recommend the amount of aid to be given 
by the Board of American Missions of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

8. Pastors of congregations receiving home missions aid shall 
submit monthly or quarterly reports as required by this com- 
mittee. | 

| Section VI 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
Following each regular convention of Synod, with the approval 


of the executive committee, the president shall appoint commit- 
tees as follows: 


1. Committee on youth work. 

_ This committee shall consist of nine members. It shall counsel 
the Luther League as an auxiliary of the church, seek to foster 
co-operation with the program of the Luther League of 
America, and seek to increase the activity of youth in the 
Synod and its congregations. It shall supervise the program 
of all youth camps within the Synod. It shall nominate to 
the executive committee a director or directors of such youth | 
camps each year. Such directors, after election by the execu- 
tive committee, shall be advisory members of the committee. 


4 
3 
; 
rt 
+ 
842 
| 
| 
| 
> 
% 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD IN THE CENTRAL STATES 


on youth work. The chairman of the committee on camp 
property shall be an ex-officio member of this committee. 


2. Committee on congregational interests. 
This committee shall consist of five members. 
Tt shall be the duty of this committee to study the constitutions 
and corporate charters of congregations applying for member- 
ship in this Synod, as well as to study ee changes 
in constitution of member congregations. : 


3. Committee on student work in non-Lutheran schools. 
This committee shall consist of not more than five members. 
This committee shall endeavor to effect or assist in effecting 
@ ministry to Lutheran students in non-Lutheran schools. Its 


activity shall be in co-operation with the Division of Student 
Service of the National Lutheran Council. 


4. Committee on publications. 
This committee shall consist of three members. 
It shall be the duty of this committee to review and study 
periodicals and books and to make such recommendations as 
may be of value to the members of Synod or the Board of 
Publication of The United Lutheran Church in America. 


5. Committee on circulation of “The Lutheran.” 
This committee shall consist of not more than five members. 
It shall cooperate with the staff of “The Lutheran” in efforts 
to place “The Lutheran” in every home in the Synod and shall 
_ assist congregations toward this end. 


6. Committee on pensions. 
This committee shall consist of not more than five semabere. 
It shall promote the pension plans of The United Lutheran 
Church in America among pastors and congregations of the 
Synod, and assist the president in the relief and care of minis- 
ters or their dependents in cases of emergency or special need. 


7. Committee on camp property. 
There shall be a committee on camp property consisting of a — 
chairman and not fewer than six other members. Membership 
on this committee shall be for a term of one year beginning 
October 1. The chairman of the committee on youth work 
shall be a member of this committee, ex-officio. 


Under the direction anc control of the executive commit 
this committee shall be responsible for maintaining the prop- 
erty of any camp or camps owned by Synod; shall be responsi- 
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_ ble for all financial transactions involved in connection with 
the ownership and management of such camps; and shall strive 
basis. 


" No member except the president shall serve on more than one 
standing committee. 


Section VII 
DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES 


Synod shall choose representatives to the following boards: 
Central Lutheran Theological Seminary, Midland College, Tabitha 
Home, Nebraska Lutheran Social Service. The number of repre- 
sentatives and the length of terms shall be in accordance with the 
constitutional requirement of the respective boards and agencies. 

No such representatives shall serve for more than two consecutive 
full terms. 

The representatives to such institutions and agencies shall report 
annually to Synod and shall make available for inspection by the 
Synod a copy of the annual audit of the institution or agency. 


Section VIII 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES 


At the first session of each annual convention of the Synod, the 
president shall appoint the following committees: 
1. Committee on reference and counsel. 


The duties of this committee shall include considering all 
general resolutions before they are submitted to the conven- 
tion, arranging special orders for the hearing of representa- 
tives; and giving such assistance as may be desired by the — 
_ president for the conduct of the general program of the con- 
2. Committee on president’s report. 
The duties of this committee shall include studying and review- 
ing the annual report of the president; transmitting to the 
Synod his recommendations requiring action by the Synod; 
and making such additional recommendations as it deems 
proper. 
3. Committee on elections. 


This committee shall have charge of all elections. | | 
4. Committee on registration and attendance. 
The duties of this committee shall include the registering of 
all clerical and accredited lay delegates attending the conven- 
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tion; distributing registration cards prepared by the secretary; 
receiving excuses of those absent from the convention; record- 
ing those absent without excuse; and making a full report to 
the Synod as to convention attendance. 


_§. Committee on convention travel. 
This committee shall examine and approve the statements of 
convention travel expenses as submitted by the delegates. 
Travel expense of delegates, clerical and lay, shall be paid by 
the Synod at a rate determined by the executive committe. 


6. Committee on resolutions. 
Section 1X 
REPORTS 
1. All officers, committees, directors, and trustees shall present 
their reports, typewritten, double-spaced, in duplicate, to the 
secretary by a date designated by him for inclusion in the 
- . convention bulletin. 
‘2. Each report shall be signed by a majority of those submitting 
it. Minority statements shall be signed by the entire minority 
dissenting. 
‘8. The secretary of the Synod shall mail one copy of the 
convention bulletin to each niinister together with one addi- 


tional copy for the use of the lay delegate of each congregation, 
at least one week prior to the regular convention of Synod. 


4. Financial reports shall be audited by an accredited accountant 
before presentation to Synod. All financial statements submit- 
ted to the Synod shall be in such form as to show clearly and 
separately both current operating accounts and capital accounts, 
There shall be presented in each case a balance sheet showing 
assets and liabilities in reasonable detail. 
Section X | 
ELECTIONS | 
1. The election of all officers shall be by ballot. In cases in 
which ministers only are eligible there shall be no prior nomi- 
nations. 
2. Election of officers shall be the first item of business after the 
roll of Synod is determined and the reports of officers have 
been presented. 
8. In the election of officers the following rules shall obtain: 
On the first ballot, three-fourths of all votes cast shall be 


necessary to elect. 
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., (On the second ballot, two-thirds of all the votes cast shall be 

necessary to elect 

¥ The third ballot shall be confined to the two persons receiving 
the highest number of votes on the second ballot, and no vote . 
cast for any other shall be counted. In the third and succeed- 


ing ballots, a majority shall elect. 


DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTIONS OF THE UNITED 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


1. The president of the Synod shall be one of the delegates to 
conventions of The United Lutheran Church in America, ex- 
2. If an officer of The United Lutheran Church in America is a — 

| member of this Synod or is a member of a congregation be- 

longing to this Synod, he shall be a delegate ex-officio. 

3. Au otner aeiegaies and alternates shall be elected by ballot. 

Oral nominations may be made for lay delegates and alternate 

4. The president of the Synod shall be chairman of the delegation. 
_ When the president of Synod cannot serve as chairman, the 
delegation shali choose its own chairman. , 

§& A per diem allowance shall be granted to each delegate in 

attendance at a rate fixed by Synod or the executive committee. 


Section XII 
CONFERENCES 


_ The Synod shall be divided into five conferences. 


The North-east Conference shall be bounded on the north and 
on the east by the boundaries of Synod. On the south it shall be 
bounded by the south boundaries of the following counties of Ne- 
braska: Washington, Dodge, Colfax, Platte, Nance, Howard, and 
Sherman. On the west it shall be bounded by the west boundaries 
of the following counties of Nebraska: Sherman, Valley, Garfield, 
Holt, and Boyd. 

The North-west Conference shall be hounded on the north and 
on the west by the boundaries of Synod. On the east it shall be 
‘bounded by the west boundary of the North-east Conference. On 
the south it shall be bounded by the south boundaries of the follow- 
ing counties ‘of Nebraska: Custer, Lincoln, Perkins, Deuel, Chey- 
enne, and Kimball. 

Phe South-west Conference shall be bounded on the west by 
the boundaries of Synod. On the north it shall be bounded by the 
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south beundary of the North-west Conference, and the south boun- 
daries of the following counties of Nebraska: Sherman, Howard, 
Hamiiton, York, Seward, and Lancaster. On the east it shall be 
bounded by the east boundary of the following counties in Ne- 
braska: Hall, Saline, and Gage; and by the east boundary of the 
following counties in Kansas: Marshall, Pottawatomie, Geary, Mor- 
ris, Chase, Butler and Cowley. On the south its shall be bounded 
by the south boundary of the State of Kansas. 


The Central Conference shall be bounded on the east- by the 
boundary of Synod. On the north it shall be bounded by the north 
boundary of the following counties of Nebraska. Douglas, Saun- 
ders, Butler, Polk, and Hamilton. On the south it shall be bounded 
by the south boundary of the following counties of Nebrasxa: Ham- 
ilton, York, Seward, Lancaster; and by the fortieth parallel of 
latitude north of the equator. On the west it shall be bounded by 
the west boundaries of the following counties of Nebraska: Ham- 
ilton. Lancaster, Johnson, and Pawnee. 

The South-east Conference shall be bounded on the north by 
the fortieth parallel of latitude north of the equator. On the east, 
and south, it shall be bounded by the boundaries of Synod. On the 
west it shall be bounded by the west boundary of the following 
counties of Kansas: Nemaha, Jackson, Wabaunsee, Lyon, Green- 
wood, Ejk, and Chautauqua; and by the boundary of Synod. 


Section XIII 
SYNODICAL PAPER 
The executive committee shall be responsible for publishing a 
synodical paper, and it shall appoint an editor and such other mein- 
bers of a staff as may be needed. Appointments to the staff shal 
be upon nomination by the editor. 


Section XIV 


AMENDMENT OF BY-LAWS 
These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the mem- 
bers present and voting at a convention of the Synod, provided that 
such amendment has been moved and presented in writing by not 
fewer than six members at a session of Synod at least one day 
prior to the day at which action is taken. Res 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
and 
INFORMATION 
The Joint Committee on Merger recommends to the three Synods: 


1. That the Synods shall not hold simultaneous conventions in 1954, 
but shal] hold their conventions in successive weeks. 


2. That the Synods agree to the crder suggested by this committee, 
which order was established by impartial drawing of lots. The 
Midwest Synod will hold its convention in the week beginning 
April 25, 1954. The Kansas Synod will hold its convention in the 
week beginning May 2nd, 1954. The Nebraska Synod will hold 
its convention in the week beginning May 9th, 1954. 


3. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the first convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Central age. will be 
held in the first full week of June, 1954. 


4. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, the first convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Central States will be 
held in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Missouri. 


5. That, if the three Synods agree to merge, each Synod shall ap- 
point three representatives who, with the representatives of the 
other Synods, shall arrange for the incorporation of the Synod. 


6. That the merged Synod as a corporation shall domesticate in 
every state which is wholly or in part within the territory of 
the Synod. 


United Lutheran Church in America shall be invited to preside 
at the first convention of the merged Synod. 


8. That the Synods shall look to their own members who are mem- 

_ bers of the Joint Committee on Merger to secure proper signa- 
tures, to present the Proposed Constitution of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Central States according to the provisions 
of the existing constitutions of the several Synods, and to present 
m the 1904 Conventions ‘of the several Synods the resolutions 
of merger. 

®. That the Synods shall continue in existence the Joint Committee 
on Merger, composed of five representatives from each of the 
Synods, to tend to any business which may arise that would need 


the attention of such a committee, and, if merger is effected, 
to make plans for the first convention of the merged Synod. : 
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INFORMATION 


If the merger is cffected, the Joint Committee on Merger will pre- 
gent at the first convention of the merged Synod the following 
resolutions of merger: 
“The Synod advises all its pastors to avoid membership in fra- 
ternal organizations hecause such membership offends the con- 
sciences of many Christians.” | 
| RESOLUTIONS OF MERGER 


The undersigned move the adoption of the following resolution: 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Synod of 
accept and adopt and does hereby 
accept and adopt the Constitution and By-Laws of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in the Central States, as and for the Constitution 
and By-Laws of this Synod, effective when an identical Constitution 
and By-Laws are accepted and adopted by the contvnssneiiial 
Synod of , and the “i 
Synod of ....., excepting, 
however, the provisions of Article II of said Constitution and Sec- 
tion 1 of said By-Laws with reference to the date of the annuul 
convention and the business sessions thereof, and Article III of 
said Constitution with reference to the beginning of the terms of 
office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer, in so far only as 
the same may be appliable to the first convention of said Synod to 
begin on June , 1954, in 
the election of officers ‘thereat and the transaction of any and all 
business which may come before the convention, this Synod hereby 
waiving any and all notice and consenting that the first convention 
of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States shall 
begin on June ____._._, 1954, at the slace aforesaid, and that the 
terms of office of the President, Secretary and Treasurer elected 
thereat shall become effective immediately upon election and con- 
tinue thereafter until their successors have been elected, and shall 
enter upon the duties of their offices as in said Articles and Sec- 
tions provided, and , 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aie 
Synod of __. merge ond 
consolidate and it hereby does merge and consolidate all its powers, 
rights and property and all liabilities existing against it into The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and that this 
corporation relinquish its corporate name and assume in place 
thereof, the name of the corporation with which it is hereby merg- 
ing, to-wit: The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central 
States, and | 
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RECOMMENDATIONS and INFORMATION 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the election of 
officers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, the officers and committees of this Synod, individu- 
ally or severally, as the case may require, are hereby authorized, 
empowered and directed to transfer and deliver to the proper offi- 
cers and committees of The Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the 
Central States, all moneys, trust funds, letters, papers, agreements, 


title papers, records, documents and all real and personal property 


of any kind and nature belonging to and in the possession of this 
Synod and in which this Synod may have an equitable or legal in- 
terest, together with a complete record of all existing obligations 
and liabilities incurred by this Synod, with any and all supporting 
documents appertaining thereof, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ofticers of this 
corporation be, and they are hereby authorized, empowered and 
directed tc make, execute and deliver under the seal of this Synod, 
all deeds, assignments, transfers and other written instruments 
necessary for the transfer of its real and personal property to The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and to take 
such legal action as will be necessary and required ty law to fully 
consummate and effect the merger and consolidation with The 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Central States, and wind up 
the affairs of this Synod. 


ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 


THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 
IN THE CENTRAL STATES 


OF 
OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 


That the undersigned, for the purpose of forming and becoming 
a corporation under the laws of the State of Nebraska, as a Class 4 
religious association, as defined in Section 21-834 Revised Statutes 
tion as follows, to-wit: 


ARTICLE I. 


The name of the corporation shall be “The Evangelical Lutheran. 
Synod in the Central States”, and its principal office shall be in 
the City of Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska. 


& 
| 
A 


RECOMMENDATIONS and INFORMATION 


ARTICLE lil. 
The resident agent of the corporation shall be the President, 
and his address is Omaha, Nebraska. 


ARTICLE Iii. 

The purpose and object of the corporation shall be: | 

(1) The supervision and discipline of its constituent congrega- 
tions and members in conformity with its Constitution. 

(2) To receive, own, possess, hold, sell, mortgage and convey 
property, both real and personal, for religious, charitable, and edu- 
cational purposes, and to receive property of all kinds by devise. 
bequest, gifts, or otherwise, and for such further purposes or ob- 
jects as set forth in its Constitution. 

affairs of the corporation. 

(4) To make and adopt a Constitution and By-Laws not incon- 
sistent with its Articles of Incorporation, or the laws of the United 
_ States, or this State, or any other state in which it does business. 

(5) To have a corporate seal. 

(S) To transact any other business whatsoever incident to the 
advancement of the purposes of the corporation and provided in 
its Constitution. 


ARTICLE IV. | 
All vacancies shall be filled by the Executive Committee unless 


otherwise provided in its Constitution. | 


ARTICLE V. 
The corporation shall begin on the --- day of June, 1964, and 
shall be perpetual. | 
ARTICLE VL. 
The affairs of the corporation shall be conducted by the Officers 
and the Executive Committee, who shall be elected as provided in 


IN TTNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto subscribed our 
names this .... day of June, 1954, at Omaha, Douglas County, 
Nebraska. : 

(Acknowledgment to be added) 


j 
| 
its Constitution. 
ARTICLE) VII. 
These Articles of Incorporation may be amended by two-thirds 
vote at any regular or special meeting, notice of which shall be | 
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